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Y et he spoke as afriend. Why? said Otter's look. Hound answered it..."."Why would you come to the Marsh?' she asked. She had aright to ask,
having taken him in, yet she.Anieb kept a better pace than seemed possible in awoman so famished and destroyed, walking almost.why did you
come back here?'.Irian stood silent too, but her hope sank down, replaced by a sense of shame and utter.Reach, to ook for dragons. There was a
great longing in his heart to see a dragon. But untimely."| have afavor to ask you," | said ascalmly as| could. "Y ou must explain to me. . .".edge
of the woods with Vell. "l thought mages kept themselves apart,” he said at last. "High-drake.through fumes and smoke to the high room in the
tower. He had to regain it all, to go through it." Bring the boys, then," Early said with deadly patience..The Hardic people of the Archipelago live by
farming, herding, fishing, trading, and the usual.He told her, as well as he could. "We were strangers. Y et she gave me her name," he said. "And |.a
poor cart that goes only in one direction,".grief rose up through her body and dissolved, like an ache that melts away in along stretch. He.The
clouds darkened. Rain passed through the little valley, falling on the dirt and the grass..agreement known as verw nadan, Vedurnan, the
Division..looked at what he offered her. .file:///D|/Documents%20and%620Settings/harry/...0%20L eGuin%20-%20T al es%20From%20Earthsea.txt
(111 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32 AM].absence of advertising signs, after the orgy of neon at the station, but | had no time for such.The history of
the Fourteen Kings of Havnor (actually six kings and eight queens, ~150-400) is.Otter felt asif he were being brought back to vivid life from
interminable, dreary, dazed half.Clearly, what | had devised, and the way, too, that | went before them to argue for an.For ahalf millennium or
longer, men ambitious to work the great spells of magery bound themsel ves.sweeps half manned, Medra's staying spell half spoken, when the
witchwind struck..from horseback; yet he felt short, he felt small..could not save one, not one, not the one who saved me," he said. "Nothing | know
could have set.hit... But the boy had met his match in the Masters..She was allittle drunk, | thought..When she looked around again Diamond was
gone..He knew now, from Elehal and others on Roke, what that wall was. It lay between the living and the dead. And in that vision, Anieb had
walked on this side of it, not on the side that went down into the dark..where it |eft the wood, above @l the crossings. She did the same. Then sitting
in the cool, long.Y et as Dory spoke he saw what the girl saw: along hill going down into darkness, and acrossiit,.always did. "Take me there," he
said, trying to control himself, but so violently compelling Otter.about the Child Taker, as an encouragement to distrust strangers..When he was
Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had encouraged his master in the study of the lore of Way, finding himself free while Gelluk was off doting on
his quicksilver. But Gelluk's abrupt fate had shaken him. There was something mysteriousin it, some element or some person missing. Summoning
the useful Hound to help him, Early had made a very thorough inquiry into what happened. Where Gelluk was, of course, was no mystery. Hound
had tracked him straight to a scar in a hillside, and said he was buried deep under there. Early had no wish to exhume him. But the boy who had
been with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under that hill with Gelluk, or had got clean away. He had left no spell traces
as the mage did, said Hound, and it had rained very hard all the night after, and when Hound thought he had found the boy's tracks, they were a
woman's; and she was dead..the law?" .broke free, straightening herself, pushing back her lank wet hair. Thank you," she said. "l was.said
goodbye," he said. He wept once, and histearsfell on the dry dirt among the grass-stems and.It was mere cowardice to keep from Havnor,
now-fear for his skin, fear lest he find his people had.windows, no wheels, not even lights, and careered as though blindly, at tremendous speed.
The.legs. He studied the ground where some crumbs of fresh dirt lay and the grass was bent. He stroked.red ridge of the mountain in the
dawn..pardon,” she said.."Because there are more of us! Gather twenty or thirty people of power in aroom, they'll each."Every spell depends on
every other spell,” said Highdrake. "Every motion of asingle |eaf moves.settle. She stepped outside with him..the King, and the Allking, and the
Body of the Moon." His gaze, benevolent and inquisitive, passed.Earth in her turning to the sun makes the days and nights, but within her there are
no days. Medra."He has the advantage,” Azver said, very dry..content. There was no reason why he should listen to the litany of anxieties by which
Tuly hauled.little way, afew strides. She turned and looked back down at him. "What keeps you from the hill?*.Her eyelids fluttered..mortally cold
that she came close up against him for the warmth of his body. They stood so for a.lt's been ajoy to meto go back to Earthsea and find it still there,
entirely familiar, and yet.in their midst. The one nearest me -- | saw stupid eyes, whites shining, and trembling lips --.ONE WINTER
AFTERNOON on the shore of the Onneva River where it fingers out into the north bight of the Great Bay of Havnor, aman stood up on the muddy
sand: aman poorly dressed and poorly shod, athin brown man with dark eyes and hair so fine and thick it shed the rain. It was raining on the low
beaches of the river mouth, the fine, cold, dismal drizzle of that grey winter. His clothes were soaked. He hunched his shoulders, turned about, and
set off towards awisp of chimney smoke he saw far down the shore. Behind him were the tracks of an otter's four feet coming up from the water
and the tracks of a man's two feet going away from it..He said only, "But not among the students."."Why? Everyone, | tell you!".Erreth-Akbe, half
recovered, went after Orm, drove him from Havnor, and harried him on "through.bestiary in the barn loft... But there's nothing much to look for
here. Nothing of importance. Ath.By the time they were well into the bay and had let down the anchor it was dark, and Ivory said to."Do it.".Otter a
little cinnabar in a bucket, brownish red clots and crumbs. Shadows leapt across the earth. The nights were long and terrible, for the spells pressed
on him, weighed on him, waked him over.magery had recognized that meaning as the true one. Gelluk had said the word also meant.He had tried to
look at Ember as untouchable while he longed to touch her soft brown skin, her.He had lost something and had to find it. He did not know what he
had lost, but it was in the fiery tower, the place where stone stairs went up among smoke and fumes. He had to go there. He got to his feet and
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shuffled, lame and unsteady, back down the valley..said. He came daily to see that Otter was recovering from his concussion and dislocated
shoulder,.to Roke and find out who | am..at Essary and swamped the wharfs at Gont Port..They were both shy. When Medratook her hand his hand
shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal, turned away scowling. Then she touched his hand very lightly. When he stroked the sleek black flow
of her hair she seemed only to endure his touch, and he stopped. When he tried to embrace her she was tiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and,
fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It wasn't the first night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of them much
pleasure or ease. But they learned from each other, and came through shame and fear into passion. Then their long daysin the silence of the woods
and their long, starlit nights were joy to them.."Medra," she said. Her sore mouth could not speak clearly. He knelt down and took her hands,
looking into her face..All thistook only two days, and all the time Early was looking and probing toward Endlane.He was half asleep, sitting on the
ground in the shade by the barracks, the smell of the logs stacked by the roaster tower bringing him a memory of the work yards at home, the
fragrance of new wood as the plane ran down the silky oak board. Some noise or movement roused him. He looked up and saw the wizard standing
before him, looming above him..He asked her, rather timidly, to tell him what the Immanent Grove was, for when he had asked.| sighed..nationsin
our kaleidoscopic atlases, and some are more enduring..He had not thought. He had taken the shape that came soonest to him, run to the river as an
otter.He spoke, giving her histrue name: "I am Medra."."She bled again just now, and | couldn't stop it," Dory said. Tears ran out of her eyes and
down her cheeks. Her face hardly changed..When she laughed, her thin face got bright, her thin mouth got wide, and her eyes disappeared.."Will
you come with me?" the Patterner said to Irian..With you there to vouch for me - to say even if | am awoman, | have some gift - and I'd
promise.the end of the long bay, the jaws ready to snap shut. "I will," he said, and set to it..to do it, making the spell very carefully. It was the
reversal of afinding charm: alosing charm,.geographical separation caused a gradual natural divergence, a differentiation of species. The."We
couldn't hide the wrestle we'd had with him, though we said as little about it as we could.."l, I, | never thought about it. Can | think about it? For a
while-- aday?" file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20L eGuin%20-%20T a es%20From%20Earthsea.txt (34 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:30 AM].Heraised his hand closed in afist and then turning and opening it, offered it to them palm up..He followed him down one of the
principal streets and from it into a district of small houses, the old weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were stone retting houses,
now mostly unused, and looms to be seen by the windows of some of the houses. In alittle square where there was shade from the hot sun four or
five women sat spinning by awell. Children played nearby, listless with the heat, scrawny, staring without much interest at the strangers. Tern had
walked there unhesitating, asif he knew where he was going. Now he stopped and greeted the women..was gone, and there was nothing there but
the woman standing on the hill path and the tall man.what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked therein silence, and spoke seldom when
they."If sheknew | was alive," he said..The Creation of Ea contains no clear references to an origina unity and eventual separation of dragons and
humans, but this may be because the poem in its presumed original form, in the Language of the Making, dated back to atime before the
separation. The best evidence in the poem for the common origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly
understood as "peopl€" or "human beings," alath. Thisword is by etymology (from the True Runes Atl and Htha) "word-beings,” "those who say
words," and therefore could mean, or include, dragons. Sometimes the word used is aherath, "true-word-beings," "those who say true words,"
speakers of the True Speech. This could mean human wizards, or dragons, or both. In the arcane Lore of Paln, it is said, that word is used to mean
both wizard and dragon..showing his wares in the kitchens of the housewives and the sleepy taverns where the old men sat..Golden owned the mill
that cut the oak boards for the ships they built in Havnor South Port and Havnor Great Port; he owned the biggest chestnut groves; he owned the
carts and hired the carters that carried the timber and the chestnuts over the hills to be sold. He did very well from trees, and when his son was born,
the mother said, "We could call him Chestnut, or Oak, maybe?' But the father said, "Diamond," diamond being in his estimation the one thing
more precious than gold.."He knows that, sister,” Mead told her. "Didn't he tell us he was a ship carpenter? But it's a. The staff swayed, was still,
shivered again..better, perhaps, had people ceased to do it. . . without artificial means.".you'll begin to get dizzy. Y ou'll end with the blind staggers
and die asthey do.".Morred s 1sle, they call it. But it's not Enlad of the Kings, nor Ea. It's south, not north of Havnor, they say. There they say the
women of the Hand have kept the old arts. And they teach them, not keeping them secret each to himself, as the wizards do.".and cast no shadow,
she knew it.."l| was new at the business of being Archmage then. And younger than the man we fought, and maybe.as you know, live with lords,
and have what they wish.".her at all. She turned round and went back to the streambank by the little falls. There she sank.Back in the winter she
had sent to him night after night. She had learned her mother's spell of .her clothes, and pulled them on, still swearing - "Y ou coward wizard! Y ou
traitorous son of a.things gradually. At the very ramp, beneath the belly of the ship, where we stood, jostled by the."It's dangerous," Crow said, "it's
pointless," but he made no further objection. The modest, naive young man whom he had taught to read had become his unfathomable
guide.."What brought you here, Azver?' the Namer asked. "I've often thought of asking you. A long, long.or shore atimber. "Suits me," Licky
said.." That's something else.". They were both on the hill now. She towered above him impossibly, fire breaking forth between.Gelluk was used to
hearing people say the words he had put in their mouths, if they said anything."Maybe you'll have a go with us yourself, then? Y ou had a hand for
it, before you took to making.all the eastern sky he saw the foam and spittle run scarlet from her mouth. Sometimes she clutched.silence that might
have been awe or disapproval or mere stolidity. "Thisisanice little town,".A man came up the mountain to Woodedge, a charcoal burner from
Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a message to the wise women," he said, and the villagers showed him Ayo's house. As he stood in the doorway he
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made a hurried motion, afist turned to an open palm. "Nesty saystell you that the crows are flying early and the hound's after the otter,” he
said..could he think of her..Patterner here. I'd like to learn more about your name.” He nodded to the other two mages and was.She drank her
lemonade -- that's what | called the sparkling liquid, in my thoughts -- and again |.The Kargish kingship, however, was aready being manipul ated
by the high priests of the Twin Gods..child, and she has no hame. So then you wait. Y ou open your mind up, like. Like opening the doors.misery,
she leaped out of bed and opened the shutters..either place the way our parents or ancestors did. Enchantment alters with age, and with the age..pit
us one against the other, for their gain not ours. We sell em our power. Why do we? If we went.years went on alarger house was needed for the
school than any in Thwil Town..they are. Tell the dead man | will meet him there.".building, deep in its sleep and security, was ridding itself of me.
A part of the transparent cylinder.Y ORK TIMES. And FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION writes, "One of the world's finest.stood there; | was
jostled. And suddenly | felt like a monkey that has been given afountain pen or.and had no strength left at all..She said nothing, laying out what
wasin the basket, dividing it for the two of them..knew it.".Medra had come to Havnor thinking that because he meant no harm he would do no
harm. He had done irreparable harm. Men and women and children had died because he was there. They had died in torment, burned alive. He had
put his sister and mother in fearful danger, and himself, and through him, Roke. If Early (of whom he knew only his use-name and reputation)
caught him and used him as he was said to use people, emptying their minds like little sacks, then everyone on Roke would be exposed to the
wizards power and to the might of the fleets and armies under his command. Medra would have betrayed Roke to Havnor, as the wizard they never
named had betrayed it to Wathort. Maybe that man, too, had thought he could do no harm..Standing on that hill, Medra had said, "Thereis avein of
water, just under where | stand, that.He was gone several days. When he returned, riding in a horse-drawn cart, he had such alook about him that
Otter's sister hurried in to tell him, "Hound's won a battle or afortune! He'sriding behind a city horse, in acity cart, like aprince!"."Oh, but it is. I'll
bet you had to unlearn every spell | taught you. Didn't you?".gift. When | told Master Hemlock what 1'd seen you do, he agreed with me. He said
that you may go.Indeed Otter was unsure whether the wizard meant the pirate or the quicksilver, but he risked a.that | automatically expected a
terrible crash, since | saw neither guide wires nor rails, if these." She spoke with the other breath,” Azver said..could not do so now..Havnor Great
Port isthe city at the heart of the world, white-towered above its bay; on the."Get out!" she shouted. "Get away, you traitor, you foul lecher, or I'll
cut the liver out of
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