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All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant

trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the

Porter.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening

and obedience. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he

doth say..Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four

of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame

(37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the

hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said

to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".? ? ? ? ? I am the

champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the

hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true

to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding

beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an

hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves!

of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee

abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies,

whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath

vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El

Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us

adieu..59. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes'

radiance the place thou didst illuminate.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the

chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their

education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl

became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and

that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and

appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and

low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two

bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of

them]..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out

to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she

saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which

she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and

bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with

them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful,

i. 252..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..When El Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee

with God, O my son! Hast thou any want unto which thou availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest

thereof?" "O father mine," answered El Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my

people and my home and exposed myself to perils and stresses and became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it may be

accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in

marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is distraught with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story from

first to last..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the

Reckoning-Day!.? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..The woman who

used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and

appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her

into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she

had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any

feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth

they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant
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thee thy life.".Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the

druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the

mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me,

whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were

about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth

the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.When she had

made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and

apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.When his father saw the strength of his determination to

travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two

serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and

returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his

loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling

clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied

forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and

belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him

would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.She passed the night in his

lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the

money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with

that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them

and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then

she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked

on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..It is said that the most extraordinary of that

which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price,

that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused

to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he

threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of

lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this

was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).Unto its pristine lustre your land

returned and more, iii. 132..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad

ccccxxiv.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and

that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden

himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story,

and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and

nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in

wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from

that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up

their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that

his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.5. Noureddin

Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger,

he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them,

covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of

Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and

presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide."

"Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game

may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on

the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his

possession..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!"

Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice

and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play

upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where
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were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis

saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken

Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was

false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is

dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to

cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing

will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us

take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for

her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual

than [that of] any.'.34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory

to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and

admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well

done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved

a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all

and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of

shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune

thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many

kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said

"By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most

High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling."

"With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means

(148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against

vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves

therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and

repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger.

'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of

returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do

thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do

with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing

thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst

require me of service.'.Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto

mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and

loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him

and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in

this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the

other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of

my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a

day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the

session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe

with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son;

so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I

should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people

raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious

day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the

prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover,

the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a

mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..131. The Queen of

the Serpents cccclxxxii.Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim,

took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she

threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with
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somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the

most solaceful of life till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer,

amazing wit and brain..When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So

Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].? ? ? ? ? Ay, and

we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the

Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair

of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will

send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam,

by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou

Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered,

'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to

witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the

merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will

not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the

merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with

him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand

dinars..? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.Then said he to Arwa, "What

wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be

slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he

did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said,

"This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and

leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of

hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".Now there was in the camp a wise

woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom

with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and

going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood

what [while] God willed..? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed

be..? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel

Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave

not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion.

So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man,

and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of

them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and

whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us

foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand

in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii.

172.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..14. The Mouse and

the Weasel cl.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon

and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was

with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had

cast many folk into that pit and they had died..? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and

degree?.? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people raise high..Your coming to-me-ward,

indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and

assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that

they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and

bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and

setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him

with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship

and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of

continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..? ? ? ? ?
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For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..? ? ? ? ? The railers for

your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? Lo

under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt

us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I

forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben

el Hadi cccxcii.On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom,

expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of

his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What

say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and

meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art

my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat

Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon.

Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and

Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again;

whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with

discourse..When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show

them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the

palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she

[made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without

the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over

going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had

befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.His father rejoiced in him with the utmost

joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3)

Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to

school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship

and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome,

ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter

he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land

diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".After this came the horseman, who had

taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The

king bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and

when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they

murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not

the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think

that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought

protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and

banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves

who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road

and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I

avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the

woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed

that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard

this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him,

marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how

he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the

throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness

and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the

young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the

chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept

tryst doth watch the weary night!.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.When
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Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee

and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go down to them and take my pleasance

in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and there will

betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that they may cheer me with their company neither give over

their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs must I go down to them; else will I cast myself upon

them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee down beside them.'.They knew him forthright and rising

to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee

nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a

place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered

thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike

thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not

suffer thee live a single hour.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy

sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is

still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart,

indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? All, all,

for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and

spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none

other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and

questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head

and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he

was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..Her verses pleased the kings of the

Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the

Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah

(on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify

thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the

Commander of the Faithful.'.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his

mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants

about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it

was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it

was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I

am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy

reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of

dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with

raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah!

Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking

the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of

easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer

of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup,

ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of

the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail,

to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..59. The

Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she

took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she

came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me,

"What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping

herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the

river.".? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I

would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep

faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The
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Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian.

(174).When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled

from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner

and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest

thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High?

Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by

the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell

that.?Story of King Bihkerd..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused

thee languishment?.When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its

arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh.
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