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close to Celia's ear." "What?".But Lesley was not listening as he gazed down at the platform below, which fanned outward from the arc lights

above the lock to become indistinct in the darkness of the antechamber. Figures - were moving slowly from the shadows by the transit tubes and

freight rails, spread thinly at the back, but closing up as they converged with the lines of the platform. They were moving carefully, in a way that

conveyed caution rather than stealth, and seemed to be avoiding cover deliberately. And they were carrying their weapons underarm with the

muzzles trained downward in a manner that was anything but threatening..supposed to have them at night, only in high-demand hours. Maybe it's

just an ordinary screw-up.".In her tiny bedroom, Micky kicked off her toe-pinching high heels. She stripped out of her cheap cotton.Driscoll

couldn't buy that. "You mean they'd be just as happy doing what our people told them to?" he said..That didn't explain anything. Jay couldn't see it

either. "Yes, it would be-nice if everyone in the world were reasonable and rational about everything all the time. But they can't be, can they?

Chironians have the same mix of genes as everyone else. There can't be anything radically different.".land safely in a leap from the driver's seat,

which he now occupies. If in fact he had jumped from the.Old Sinsemilla would never intentionally kill herself. She ate no red meat, restricted her

smoking solely to."You can count on it, sir," Stanislau said..Ford Explorer, while the harlequin dog sits erect beside him in the passenger's seat,

listening to a radio.KATH STOPPED TALKING and leaned away to pour a drink from the carafe of wine on the night table by the bed, and

Colman lay back in the softness of the pillows to gaze contentedly round the room while he savored a warm, pleasant feeling of relaxation that he

had not known for some time. It was a cosy, cheerfully feminine room, with lots of coverlets and satiny drapes, fluffy rugs, pastel colon, and

homey knickknacks arranged on the shelves and ledges. In many ways it reminded him of Veronica's apartment in the Baltimore module. On the

wall opposite was a photograph of two laughing, roguish-looking boys of about twelve, whom despite their years he recognized easily as Casey and

Adam, and scattered about were more pictures which he assumed were of the rest of Kath's family. The one in a frame on the vanity resembled

Adam. though not Casey so much, and was of a dark-haired, bearded man of about Colman's age. It had to be Leon, he guessed, though he had felt

it better not to ask, more because of the restraints of his own culture than from any fear of disturbing Kath. The painting of a twentieth-century New

England farm scene-given to her by one of her friends, Kath had said when he remarked on it-interested him. Since arriving on Chiron he had seen

many such reminders of ways of life on Earth that nobody from Chiron had known. On asking about them, he had learned that a feeling of

nostalgia for the planet that held their origins, known only second-hand via machines, was far from uncommon among the Chironians..on past

experience, she made the logical assumption that it wasn't here; as a much younger girl, she had."The day before the July Fourth holiday," Geneva

said, "you sell lots of lunchmeats and beer. It's mostly.With an earnestness that could be achieved only by a boy-man with a wispy goatee and the

conviction.can least afford to do so..ricochets and stray bullets. He's wearing a large stainless-steel colander as though it's a hat, holding it in.This

mutt isn't, as Curtis first thought, his brother-becoming. She is instead his sister-becoming, and that's.Even as instinct argued that she was hearing

the clear ring of truth, reason insisted it was the reverberant.on a forty-eight, that right?" Waiters asked. "Uh-huh." "Any plans?".What troubled

Fulmire was the specter of Kalens's emerging from the midst of it all as a virtual dictator, with Borftein supporting him and straining to be let off

the leash. Every faction would see such a concentration of power as a potential battering ram to be harnessed exclusively for the advancement of its

own cause, and even more as an instrument to be denied at all costs to its rivals. In an explosive situation like that anything could happen, and

Fulmire had visions of the whole Mission tearing itself apart in internecine squabbling  with a strong possibility of bloodshed at the end of it all

when frustrations boiled over. The only force that he could see with any potential for exerting a stabilizing influence was the more moderate

consensus as represented by the Mayflower l/'s population as a whole; and Lechat, possibly, could provide a means of mobilizing it before things

got out of hand.."I thought it would be at least one ninety," Micky replied.."Look, I think Jay probably wants to talk about things you wouldn't be

interested in," Colman said to Anita. "Why.her mother dissolved so often in tears, which was scary because it implied a degree of delusion that

made."Oh, so it's trouble them fellas is looking for, is it?" a voice with just a hint :of an Irish brogue asked softly from the doorway. Bret Hanlon

was leaning casually against one of the doorposts, blue eyes glinting icily. His huge shoulders seeming almost to reach the other side of the door.

He looked completely relaxed and at ease, but Colman registered his weight carded well forward on the balls of his feet and his fingers flexing

inconspicuously down by his hip. The two corporals glanced at each other apprehensively.  Hanlon's appearance altered the odds a bit. Padawski

was looking uncertain, but at the same time didn't seem willing to back off ignominiously. For a few seconds that dragged like minutes, the charge

in the room crackled at flashpoint. Nobody moved..For once, no sparkle of humor enlivened Leilani's blue eyes, no thinnest paring of a wry smile

curled.boy.".claimed to've been abducted by purple squids from Jupiter or something, three years before. I figured.With good cheer untainted by

any trace of bitterness, she said, "It's okay, dear. If the man who shot my."Well, there's something to think about," Cromwell suggested..different

reasons. Some serpents were more frightening than others: the specimens that didn't come in."I might have guessed," Colman said, nodding to

him-."You could be right, but that's long-term," Lechat replied. "I'm more worried about what might happen in the shorter term. I need help to do

something about it.".beyond the next door, he finds logic rewarded. A warm breeze, free of kitchen odors and the smell of."But who decides who

works here? Who appoints them to their jobs?"."There must be a master panel or something somewhere," Jean said, looking around. "How about

that?" She tripped down the two shallow steps into the sunken section of the floor, sat down at one end of the sofa, end lifted a portable flat screen
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display/touchpanel from a side-pedestal. After experimenting for perhaps ten seconds and watching the responses, she said, "That might do it. Try

again.".Alerted by Curtis's warning as he'd fled the motor home, maybe other motorists investigated the."I think we should have the dinner party I

mentioned yesterday," Howard said. "Can you put together an invitation list and send it out? The end of next week might be suitable--say Friday or

Saturday.".Yeller will understand this to be an admonition against eating the sausages.."How long were you up on the Kuan-yin before they moved

you down to the surface, Kath?'.Before one of them comes back here to take a leak, Curtis opens the last door and steps into more."No, we can't.

I've got to think.".If he began to think she was a troublemaker, he might decide to prepare a nice dirt bed for her, like the.her practical survival

advice? had been passed from believer to believer, much the way that folk tales.of the bite, excited by the prospect of the entertainment to

come.."Sure. It's on the lakes."."You'd have made a fine Minnie.".Micky popped open a can of Budweiser. "They think the economy's going down

the drain.".Hitchcockian-Spielbergian biography with less skepticism than the narrative aroused in Micky.."It was," Jean agreed. "It's a lesson that

we an have to remember. It happened because people had forgotten that we all have our proper places in the order of things and our proper

functions to perform. They allowed too many people who were unqualified and unworthy to get into positions that they hadn't earned.".At that

moment one of the Chironian girls from the group in the corner took Swyley lightly by the arm. "I thought you were getting some more drinks," she

said. "We're all drying up over there. I'll give you a hand. Then you can come back and tell us more about the Mafia. The conversation was just

getting interesting.".From the woman's demeanor and a quality of mystery in her smile, Noah suspected that she understood.The fence, old and in

need of repair, clatters as he climbs across it. When he drops to the lane beyond,.He half expects to hear the teeth chattering in the drawer,

determinedly gnawing their way out. He has.and backs. Two carry shotguns; the others have handguns. They are prepared, pumped, pissed ?

and.Above this group, on the interstate, a larger crowd?forty or fifty strong?has formed along the."I didn't mean that," Driscoll protested, feeling

embar-."Okay, then what about human beings crossed with puppy dogs?".least as long as my pseudofather keeps her supplied with drugs. She

might be a terror if she ever went.not merely a passing madness or an enduring insanity, but also passion. If looniness could be converted."I've been

putting up for years with everything they want to start all over again in Iberia!" Bernard thundered suddenly, slamming down his glass. His face

turned crimson. "I hated every minute of it. Who ever asked me if that was what I wanted? Nobody. I'm tired of everybody taking- for granted who

I am and what they think Fm supposed to be. I stuck with it because I love you and I love our kids, and I didn't have any choice. Well, now I have a

choice, and this time you owe me. I say we're going to Norday, and goddamnit we're going to Norday!".during the day, she'd been troubled by a

new version of her former rage; this sullen resentment wasn't as.Driscoll frowned, thought about it, and dismissed it with a shake of his head. "This

is kinda funny," he said to.impatiens..a gun under them."."I'd be opposed," said Geneva, brandishing a carrot stick.."Is that a proposal?" Wellesley

asked. "You're proposing to plan for contingencies involving a first use of force?"."I agree," Marcia Quarrey said. She looked at Borftein. "If that's

the case, then sending in the SD's would only confirm their fears. It would be the worst thing we could do.".own misery, we sometimes cling to it

even when we want so bad to change, because the misery is.?Woody Alien.hobgoblins, with monsters of a singular nature crouched behind doors

from the attic to the subcellar..When it rains, it pours, his mother had said. She never claimed that the thought was original with her..She had a

friend called Veronica, who lived alone in a studio apartment in the Baltimore module and was very understanding. Veronica could always be

relied upon to move out for an evening on short notice, and Colman had wondered at times if she really existed. Acquiring exclusive access to a

studio wouldn't have been all that difficult for a VIP'S wife, even with the accommodation limitations of the Mayflower H. She had never told him

whether or not he was the only one, and he hadn't asked. It was that kind of a relationship..imitation of a claw, raked the air, and hissed.."Oh, God .

." Jean whispered. "They're going to bring out those bombs.".It wasn't quite the answer that Celia had been prepared for. She frowned for a second,

then reached for her glass. "The reaction that it might provoke worries me. So far the Chironians have been playing along, but nobody has tried to

throw them out of their homes before. We've already seen examples of how they do not to hesitate to react violently.".have had a dirtier mouth if

he'd spent the past few years licking the streets of Washington, D.C. He called.Closing her eyes again, turning her face to the deadly blazing

heavens, Micky said, "Well, I don't intend.required to be pulled out of a deep hole. The second hand was faith?the faith that her hope would be.The

silk-textured light, as red as Sinsemilla's favorite party blouse, barely brightened the nest of shadows.Sterm held up- a hand. "Yes, yes, we have

been through all that.".Micky reached across the dinette table, and the girl responded without hesitation: They slapped palms in.Two escapees and

one guard had been killed at the west gate and two guards had been badly wounded inside the Detention Wing. Six of the female personnel who

had been under detention, Anita among them, were unaccounted for..congressman's doom in the Neiman Marcus bag. The weight of her husband's

betrayals didn't pull the.women have seldom, if ever, to his knowledge, been decorated for bravery after gnawing their way."Still not the price of a

Navigator," Noah observed..the woman in the frilly slip, and moonlight painting points on the teeth in her snarl..twenty-eight, but who sometimes

felt ancient..all your doubt, breathe it out, pluck it from your heart, tear it loose from your mind, throw it away, be rid."When we were discussing

the Continuity of Office clause," Kalens prompted.."Sure." Sirocco tossed up a gauntleted hand as if the answer were obvious. "Guys who don't

like it but have to do it get mad. They can't get mad at the people who make them do it, so they take it out on the enemy instead. That's what makes

them good. But the guys who like it take too many risks and get shot, which makes them not so good. It's logical.".eccentric.".He needs several

items, and a quick but cautious tour of the lower floor convinces him that he will have.Paralleling each other, these two vehicles move north,

toward Curtis. They grind along slowly, sweeping.ATTHETOPOFTHE SLOPE, dog and boy?one panting, one gasping?halt and turn to look
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back.He suspects this is a killing ground. He doubts that he will reach the next stand of trees alive..from the reptile's crawlspace, she breathed

rapidly, noisily, through her mouth, and her tongue translated."Does Casey know?" Colman asked. Veronica shook her head. Colman thought for a

few seconds. "I don't like the sound of what's going on around there," he said. "Do you know the bridge outside, the base on the south side-where

the maglev tube crosses a small gully by the distribution substation?"."No roses.".The lowing of cows and the soft whickering of horses aren't

responses to his intrusion. These sounds are.Pernak tossed up his hands. "I've been to take a look at their university and what they do there. You

wouldn't believe it. And I've already got a position if I want it, for no other reason than that people already there say it's okay. You get a house, for

nothing . . . a good one. Or they'd build you one however you want it. How can you say no? We're going to become Chironians. And so will

everybody else when they've gotten over the voyage. Then people like Kalens can yell all they want, but what can they do if there's nobody left to

take any notice? It's as I said-you have to start thinking like Chironians.".Stormbel relayed the order, and the huge bulk of the Battle Module began

sliding from between the Mayflower II's ramscoop support pillars as its auxiliary maneuvering engines fired. The sound of twisted steel scraping

across the outside of its hull reverberated throughout the modules stem section as one of the feeder ramps, none of which was retracted, first bent,

and then crumpled. The ramp tore open halfway along its length at a section that had been pressurized, spilling men and equipment out into space.

The lucky ones-the ones who were wearing suits-could hope to be located through the distress-band transmissions from their packs. The others had

no time to hope in the instant before their bodies exploded.."That's all," Murphy said, addressing the cart. "Ninety-seven, Cordova Village. On your

way."."Ghosts in your head," Bernard said. "Come on, Jerry, you're a scientist. Where's your evidence? Since when have you started believing in

things you don't have a shred of anything factual to support?".Beyond the hard-packed barnyard earth lies a recently mown lawn. A concrete

birdbath. Beds of roses..sexual interest?even an octogenarian kept youthful by a vile diet of monkey glands. By this third.targets in a shooting

gallery if it's on the wrong corner.".Clem waved an arm casually without looking back. "Go ahead," he said. "Can't see as you really need any,

though. You're pretty safe up here. We don't get many burglars." Farnhill glanced helplessly at his aides, then braced himself and began leading the

group after Clem while the Chironians parted to make way. The military deputation broke formation. to take up the rear with Wesserman tossing

back a curt "Carry on, Guard-Commander" in the direction of Sirocco..appears to be at once enthralled by the offerings on the tall, two-fold

menu..sight to see with this leg brace." As though to prove how tough she was, Leilani crumpled the empty beer.He nodded. "It's all in the Neiman

Marcus bag." He hesitated, but then decided that this woman's.rubbing soot from a window, might facilitate the passage of a thin but precious light

into the darkness.in New Orleans.".Though the source is unclear from this perspective, the tumult can't be missed. Fleeing customers are."I never

eat it," Leilani said. "The last time old Sinsemilla served it was Monday. So come on, tell me,.audience of one..Lechat, who had been thinking hard

while he was listening, moved round to a point where he could address both the room and the screen. "Perhaps there is something else we can do,"

he said. Everybody looked at him curiously and waited. He raised his hands briefly. "The whole thing that's given Sterm an extra lease on life is the

death of Howard Kalens, isn't it? Enough people in high places, especially some among the top ranks in the Army, believe it was the work of the

Chironians and that they could be next in line. So they're clustering around Sterm for mutual preservation. But there has been another unexpected

outcome as well, which gives us a chance to strip the last of that support away.".This was a girlish merriment, sweet and musical, almost

shy..Bouncing on the bed, giggling prettily, old Sinsemilla relived the comic moment: "Snake goes boing!.But Colman felt that he did belong

here--among the machines. He understood them and talked their language, and they talked his. They were talking to him now in the vibrations

coming through his suit. The language of the machines was plain and direct. It had no inverted logic or double meanings. The machines never said

one thing when they meant another, gave less than they had promised to give, or demanded more than they had asked for. They didn't lie, or cheat,

or steal, but were honest with those who were honest with them. Like Sirocco they accepted him for what he was and didn't pretend to be other than

what they were. They didn't expect him to change for them or offer to change themselves for him. Machines had no notion of superiority or

inferiority and were content with their differences--to be better at some things and worse at others. They could understand that and accept it. Why,

Colman wondered, couldn't people?.Chapter 19.able to spend on a daughter or a son hadn't diminished in value over time, but had grown into a

wealth of."Was it ever like this? I certainly don't remember.".The family robot, which hadn't been able to manage the crate either, perched itself on

the tailgate and sat swinging its legs while the soldiers escorted the Chironians to the ground car behind, where two younger children and their

mother waited. A sharp rat-tat-tat sounded from the house behind as Sirocco nailed up a notice declaring it to be confiscated and now government

property. A crowd of thirty or more Terrans, mostly youths, looked on sullenly from across the street, watched by an impassive but alert line of

SDs in riot gear. This time the Terran resentment was not being directed against the Chironians..Lechat waited for the noise to die away and

managed to bring his feelings under control sufficiently to muster a semblance of dignity appropriate to the moment But simplicity and brevity

were appropriate too. "I am honored and privileged by this appointment, and I will dedicate myself for the duration of my term to serving the best

interests of our people to the best of my ability," he announced, "in accordance with that promise, my first official act is to restore the full powers

of Congress as previously ~suspended, and my second is to declare the state of emergency ended as of this moment," Another round of applause,

this time briefer than before, greeted the statement. "Next, I have two proposals to put to the vote of the assembly," Lechat said. "But before I do

so, I feel that the Supreme Military Commander of the Mission might wish to speak." He sat down, looked along the dais toward Borftein, and

motioned with his hand an invitation for the general to take it from there..CHAPTER FOURTEEN.Otto shook his head. "If Earth is tearing itself
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apart, it ~ because its people allowed themselves to believe the same - self-fulfilling prophecies that you are asking us to accept, Mr. Sterm. But we

reject them. We need no more protection from you against the people in the EAP starship than they need from their Sterms to protect them against

us. We have no need of that kind of strength. Is it strength for neighbors to fortify their homes against each other, or is it paranoia? You must feel

very insecure to wish to fortify an entire star system." Sterm's mouth clamped into a grim, down turned line..The assistant's patience snapped at

last. "This is ridiculous! I want to know who is in overall authority here. You must have a Director of Operations or some equivalent. Please be

kind enough to--".Noshing on a cream-filled snack cake, contentedly plastering a fresh coat of fat on his artery walls, he.Like a gargoyle above,

Sinsemilla leaned over the footboard of the bed, her face shadowed but her head."A rosebush.".Sirocco had devised a plan for getting the Company

up to the ship and into the Communications Center, but it hinged on Stanislau's being able to alter the orders posted for the day, which were derived

from schedules held in one of the military logistics computers. Lechat, who was standing nearby with Celia and Colman, had called for a test-run to

make sure that Stanislau could do- it, since if that part of the scheme didn't work none of the rest could. Sirocco had suspended the briefing to

resolve the issue there and then..proceed westward across open terrain, paralleling but bypassing the halted traffic on the highway..If Preston

Maddoc, alias Dr. Doom, was at home, his disinterest in his wife's extreme distress couldn't.Around and under more prep tables, past tall cabinets

with open shelves full of stacked dishes, taking.extraterrestrials to show up. Then for Sinsemilla's delight, the doom doctor would concoct a.still

pursue him..red hair and one sandal, or perhaps the murderous retirees in the Windchaser?could then have used a.Farnhill looked uneasy and

seemed a trifle awkward. "Well, as far as I could gather, a woman known as Kath seems to be in charge of a lot of it . . . as much as anybody's in

charge of anything in this place. I haven't actually met her though.".hard and is half asleep on its feet..fact dozed off in this chair. The only

dreamless sleep he ever experienced was the silken repose that.cast it. This evening had become all about Leilani Klonk, if it had not actually been

about the girl from the.as you might expect, she uses more-colorful language. One of my pacts with God is that I won't be as.you can bet it's not

warm, clean, with good potato salad and great chicken sandwiches.".piercing directness, and said almost in a whisper, "When you were such a

pretty little girl and bad people.Colman grinned faintly and gestured across the room. "The same one that brought you Veronica and Celia.".The

part of the Mayflower H dedicated to weaponry was the mile-long Battle Module, attached to the nose of the Spindle but capable of detaching to

operate independently as a warship if the need arose, and equipped with enough firepower to have annihilated easily either side of World War II. It

could launch long-range homing missiles capable of sniffing out a target at fifty thousand miles; deploy orbiters for surface bombardment with

independently targeted bombs or beam weapons; send high-flying probes and submarine sensors, ground-attack aircraft, and terrain hugging cruise

missiles down into planetary atm~0spheres; and land its own ground forces. Among other things, it carried a lot of nuclear explosives..in a

miserable voice, Aunt Gen said, "It's never this bad in the movies."
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