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3 PART II SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE OF THE PROVINCE
Trying to ignore his phantom toe, which itched furiously, he searched the apartment. He proceeded carefully, determined not to shoot himself in the
foot accidentally this time..Nothing in his reading offered a satisfactory explanation for what had been happening to him. None of the women filled
the hole in his heart, and all of the Bartholomews were harmless. Only the needlepoint offered any satisfaction, but though Junior was proud of his
craftsmanship, he knew that a grown man couldn't find fulfillment in stitchery alone..When she turned to him again, he had already slipped into his
jacket and snatched the car keys off the foyer table. He put his left hand under her right arm, as though Agnes were feeble and in need of sup-.Glass
in the door next to Agnes cracked, dissolved. Pebbly blacktop like a dragon flank of glistening scales hissed past the broken window, inches from
her face.."I can do this with just a very little Novocain," she said, "so your mouth won't be numb for dinner.".After a while, a voice broke the
vacuum-perfect silence. Bob Chicane. His instructor..She hung her head, covered her face with her chilled hands, and wondered how her mother
could sustain faith in God when such terrible things could happen to someone as innocent as Phimie..Junior had learned implode from a self-help
book about how to improve your vocabulary and be well-spoken. At the time, he had thought that this word-among others in the. lists he
memorized-was one he would never use. Now it was the perfect description of how he felt: as if he were going to implode..He shouldered past two
counter waitresses, past the short-order cook who was working eggs and burgers and bacon on the open griddle and grill. Whatever expression
wrenched Junior's face, it must have been intimidating, for without protest but with walleyed alarm, the employees squeezed aside to let him
pass..KATHLEEN IN THE candlelight, her ginger eyes a glimmer with images of the amber flame. Icy martinis, extra olives in a shallow white
dish. Beyond the tableside window, the legendary bay glimmered, too, darker and colder than Kathleen's eyes, and not a fraction as deep..Suddenly
Junior intuited the identity of the man in the chair. Beyond question, this was the plainclothes police officer with the birthmark..Junior raised his
voice even further: "In those old movies, the Little Rascals.".But he was more than she had ever imagined her boy to be, more than merely a
prodigy..Two more uniformed officers had entered the kitchen, fresh from their search of the apartment. They were amused..Grace, proving again
the aptness of her name, said the one thing most likely, in time, to bring true peace to Celestina. "Remember Bartholomew.".As the last of the flan
was served and Maria's girls took their seats once more, Barty blinked at the candles and said, "Gone now," even though the tiny spectrums still
shimmered in the cut crystal. He turned his full attention to the flan with such enthusiasm that his mother soon stopped puzzling over
rainbows.."But you don't understand." She recounted the extraordinary draw of aces during the fortune-telling session Friday evening..In a state of
wonderment that was laced with dread rather than delight, he looked up from the quarter, seeking an explanation from Vanadium, expecting to see
that anaconda smile..At the grave, they arrived with red and white roses. Agnes carried the red, and Barty brought the white..The front door was
unlocked. This was no longer one house; it had been converted to an apartment building..This analgesic was among several prescription substances
that he had stolen, over time, from the drug locker at the rehab hospital where he once worked. Some he had sold; these he had retained..In those
days they had no fixed names for the various kinds and arts of magic, nor were the connections among those arts clear. There was-as the wise men
of Roke would say later-no science in what they knew. But Hound knew pretty surely that his prisoner was concealing his talents..He bought
knives. And then sheaths for the knives. He acquired a knife-sharpening kit and spent the evening grinding blades..MONEY FOR THE DEAD. The
decomposing flesh of a beloved wife and an unborn baby transmuted into a fortune was an achievement that put to shame the alchemists' dreams of
turning lead to gold..Instead, he imagined Vanadium's blunt fingers moving over the intravenous apparatus with surprising delicacy, reading the
function of the equipment as a blind man would read Braille with swift, sure, gliding fingertips. He imagined the detective finding the injection port
in the main drip line, pinching it between thumb and forefinger. Saw him produce a hypodermic needle as a magician would pluck a silk scarf from
the ether. Nothing in the syringe except deadly air. The needle sliding into the port ....a deeply troubled John Wayne while the delightful David
Niven floated along overhead in a basket suspended from a huge, colorful hot-air balloon..Indeed, Junior suspected that they might be here at
Vanadium's urging. The cop would be interested in determining how avaricious the mourning husband would prove to be when presented with the
opportunity to turn his wife's cold flesh into cash..Cold, wind-driven rain slashed through the missing windows, and voices rose in the street as
people ran toward the Pontiac-thunder in the distance-and on the air was the ozone scent of the storm and the more subtle and more terrible odor of
blood, but none of these hard details could make the moment seem real to Agnes, who, in her deepest nightmares, had never felt more like a
dreamer than she felt now..He swallowed one capsule and washed it down with water. He returned the pharmacy bottle to the nightstand..Junior
was not immune to traditional logic, but in this case he recognized the superior wisdom of Zedd's philosophy. His dread of Bartholomew and his
gut-level animosity toward a child he'd never met defied all reason and exceeded simple paranoia; therefore, it must be purest, infallible animal
instinct.."Everyone knows about Vanadium. He's a crusader, self-appointed champion of truth, justice, and the American way. A holy fool, if you
will. With the case closed, he has no authority to harass you."."I see. Sometimes. Just quick. For like a blink. Like when you stand between two
mirrors. You know?".WHEN AT LAST Paul Damascus reached the parsonage late Friday afternoon, January 12, he arrived on foot, as he arrived
everywhere these days..To Agnes, Jacob said, "Likely to be a sunnier fortune if the cards are bright and fresh, don't you think?".His alcohol-soured
breath washed over Agnes as he asked, "How's Bartholomew doing, is he okay, is the little guy in good health?"."They've gone to bed. They're
tired," Wally told her as he put the car in gear and released the hand brake. "Aren't you?".Many nights, his sleep wasn't half as restful as he would
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have wished, for he often dreamed of walking in a wasteland. Sometimes, desert salt flats stretched in all directions, with here and there a
monument of weather-gnarled rock, all baking under a merciless sun. Sometimes, the salt was snow, and the monuments of rock were ridges of ice,
revealed in the hard glare of a cold sun. Regardless of the landscape, he walked slowly, though he had the desire and the energy to proceed faster.
His frustration built until it was so intolerable that he woke, kicking in the tangled sheets, restless and edgy..After following the blacktop fifty feet,
Junior headed downhill through the close-cropped grass, between the tombstones. He switched on his flashlight and trod cautiously, for the ground
sloped unevenly and, in places, remained soggy and slippery from the rain..In case someone was waiting in the hallway, he flushed the john for
authenticity, though binding foods and paregoric still gave him the sturdy bowels of any brave knight in battle.."Fourteen. It's usually the family
that's behind an expression of the calling at such a young age, but in my case, I had to argue my folks into it.".pistol that he'd purchased in late
June. The city operated a program to melt confiscated and donated weapons and to remake them into plowshares or xylophones, or into the metal
fittings of hookah pipes..Anyway, if Celestina escaped, there would be a witness, and it wouldn't matter to a jury that she was a talentless bitch who
painted kitsch. She would have seen Junior get out of the Mercedes and would be able to provide at least a half-accurate description of the car in
spite of the fog. He still hoped to pull this off without having to give up his good life on Russian Hill..She was in Paul's arms again, as though by
magic, and he ran as fire broke through the cedar-shake shingles and as the roof shuddered under them. Airborne through billowing smoke. Across
flames that briefly caressed the soles of his shoes.."I'm paying," Celestina insisted when they were seated. "I'm now a successful artist, with untold
numbers of critics just waiting to savage me."."No. Charming," she disagreed. "There's a meaning to it. Everything has a meaning, dear.".That was
all right, for she had done the same for Otter's elder sister, and so his parents sent him to her in the evenings. But she taught Otter more than the
song of the Creation. She knew his gift. She and some men and women like her, people of no fame and some of questionable reputation, had all in
some degree that gift; and they shared, in secret, what lore and craft they had. "A gift untaught is a ship unguided," they said to Otter, and they
taught him all they knew. It wasn't much, but there were some beginnings of the great arts in it; and though he felt uneasy at deceiving his parents,
he couldn't resist this knowledge, and the kindness and praise of his poor teachers. "It will do you no harm if you never use it for harm," they told
him, and that was easy for him to promise them..Initially, when told that his patient was a Negro, Junior had been reluctant to serve as her physical
therapist. Her program of rehab required mostly structured exercise to restore flexibility and to gain strength in the affected limb, but some massage
would be involved, as well, which made him uncomfortable..Angel cocked her head and studied his left hand, which he had closed while opening
his right. She pointed. "It's there.".be entombed in one of those memorial walls, well above ground level, where nothing was likely to seep into
them..For a while he thought the fear would end only when he perished from it, but eventually it faded, and in its place poured forth self-pity from
a bottomless well. Self-pity, of course, is the ideal fuel for anger; which was why, pursuing the Buick through fog, climbing now toward Pacific
Heights, Junior was in a murderous rage. By the time he reached Cain's bedroom, Tom Vanadium recognized that the austere decor of the
apartment had probably been inspired by the minimalism that the wife killer had noted in the detective's own house in Spruce Hills. This was an
uncanny discovery, troubling for reasons that Vanadium couldn't entirely define, but he remained convinced that his perception was correct..When
the police operator answered, Junior shrieked, "I've been shot! Jesus! Shot! Help me, an ambulance, oooohhhh shit! Hurry!".Of all the kindnesses
that we can do for one another, the most precious of all gifts-time-is not ours to give. Bearing this in mind, Agnes did her best to guide her
extended family through its grieving for Harrison and for Jacob, into happier days. Respect must be paid, precious memories nurtured, but life also
must go on.."She. Was eating. Dried apricots." Junior spoke almost in a whisper yet the ridge was so quiet that he had no doubt each of these
uniformed but unofficial jurors heard him clearly. "Walking. Around the deck. Paused. The view. She. She. She leaned. Gone.".Maria Gonzalez
arrived with her daughters, and while it was natural for Angel to be drawn to the company of older girls, she had no interest in anyone but
Barty..He knocked the pepper shaker on its side, and then with a groan put it upright once more..He had the capacity to be exceptional at anything
to which he applied himself. Bob Chicane had been right about that: Junior was far more intense than other men, possessed of greater gifts and the
energy to use them..Abruptly, without a cannonade of thunder, without artillery strikes of lightning, the storm broke. As loud as marching armies,
rain tramped across the roof..The window was French with small panes, so Celestina couldn't simply break the glass and climb
out..EARTHSEA.Professional magic was not a field in which many Negroes could find their way to success. Obadiah was one of a rare
brotherhood.."There's a valuable lesson in that," Agnes said. "Others can learn from it if you care to share. But if you want to record your life only
up to the card cheating, that's okay, too. Even that far, it's a fascinating journey, a story that shouldn't be lost with you when you pass on. Libraries
are packed with biographies of movie stars and politicians' most of them not capable of as much meaningful self-analysis as you'd get from a toad.
We don't need to know more about celebrities' lives, Obadiah. What might help us, what might even save us, is knowing more about the lives of
real people who've never made it even medium but who know where they came from and why.".Shadows still perched throughout most of the
room. They no longer reminded her of roosting birds, but of a featherless flock, leathery of wing and red of eye, with a taste for unspeakable
feasts.."I'm going to recommend that you be admitted overnight and that we lance these under hospital conditions. We'll use a sterile needle on
some of them, but a number are so large they're going to require a surgical knife and possibly the removal of the carbuncle core. This is usually
done with a local anesthetic, but in this instance, while I don't think general anesthesia will be required, we'll probably want to sedate you that is,
put you in a twilight sleep.".As the storm failed to dampen Joey, so the rotating red-and-white beacons on the surrounding police vehicles did not
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touch him. The.A pianist or saxophonist could go a long way on his talent and self instruction, but a would-be stage magician eventually needed a
mentor to reveal the most closely guarded secrets of illusion and to help him master the skills of deception needed for the highest-level
prestidigitation. In a craft practiced almost exclusively by white men, a young man.AFTER UNDERGOING TESTS for brain tumors or lesions, to
ascertain whether his seizure of violent emesis might, in fact, have a physical cause, Junior was returned to his hospital room shortly before
noon..He snatched up the wine list before she could look at it. "If you're paying, then I'm ordering whatever costs the most, regardless of what it
tastes like.".he wasn't wholly without feeling, of course. A poignant current of sadness eddied in his heart, a sadness at the thought of the love and
the happiness that he and the nurse might have known together. But it was her choice, after all, to play the tease and to deal with him so
cruelly..Knacker, Hisscus, and Nork, all talking at once, then failing silent as if they were a single organism, then talking in rotation but
interrupting one another, tried to advance their agenda..Considering Junior's actions on his last night in Spruce Hills, eleven months ago, he must be
cautious now. Without incriminating himself, pretending ignorance, he hoped to learn if his carefully planned scenario, regarding Victoria's death
and Vanadium's sudden disappearance, had convinced the authorities-or whether something had gone wrong that might explain the quarter at the
diner..As Barty stepped across the threshold into the upstairs hall, Miss Pixie Lee said, "You're sweet, Barty..With the stocky detective looming,
Junior wasn't able to stroke his imagination into an erotic mood. In his mind's eye, Victoria's ample bosom remained concealed behind a starched
white uniform..As Junior paced the hotel room, his fear made way for anger. All he wanted was peace, a chance to grow as a person, an opportunity
to improve himself And now this. The unfairness, the injustice, galled him. He seethed with a sense of persecution..Harrison was a Baptist,
Vanadium a Catholic, and although they approached the same faith from different angles, they weren't coming to it from different planets, which
was the feeling Vanadium had been left with following their conversation. It was true that Enoch Cain could never be brought successfully to trial
for the rape of Phimie, subsequent to her death and in the absence of her testimony. And it was also uncomfortably true that exploring the
possibility that Cain was the rapist would tear open the wounds in the hearts of everyone in the White family, to no useful effect. Nevertheless, to
rely on divine justice alone seemed naive, if not morally questionable..Barty wore elfin-size, knitted blue pajamas complete with feet, white
rickrack at the cuffs and neckline, and a matching cap. His white blanket was decorated with blue and yellow bunnies..Her hands shook as she
counted out the fare and the tip from her wallet. "I'm scared sick. Maybe you should just take me right back home.".Astonished and appalled by the
cop's insensitivity, Junior said, "You just drop this on me? I lost my wife and my baby. My wife and my baby."."Really, Angel," Barty said with
genuine concern, "it might be scary. I got another one we could listen to, if you want.".In spite of the gloom, the boy's miraculous accomplishment
was evident: his clothes and hair were dry as though he'd worn a coat and hood.."Why are you here?" "Where else I should be and for why? I watch
you over." As the tears cleared from Agnes's eyes, she saw that Maria was sewing. A shopping bag stood to one side of the chair, and to the other
side, open on the floor, a case contained spools of thread, needles, a pincushion, a pair of scissors, and other supplies of a seamstress's
trade..Although Paul had seen Tom Vanadium's clever coin trick, he didn't understand the rest of their conversation, and he assumed that for
everyone else-except Angel's mother-it was equally impenetrable. But taking their clue from the risen Celestina, all those present had fallen
silent..In the kitchen, he fussily avoided the blood and stepped around Victoria to switch off both ovens. He killed the gas flame under the large pot
of boiling water on the cook top..Grace declined food, but Tom ordered for her, anyway, selecting those things that by now he knew Celestina
liked, guessing that the mother's taste had shaped the daughter's..The musician's eyes met Junior's for an instant, widening with surprise. Obviously
he knew that Gammoner was a lie. So he must be aware of Junior's real identity..Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data Le Guin,
Ursula K., 1929-.playing cards, Agnes fixated on Deed's blond bangs, which curled across his broad brow..To her mother, Celestina said, "What
did you mean when you said you'd heard all about Barty here?".He told her that he loved her, and she slipped away upon his words. As she went,
the haggard look of the terminal leukemic patient passed from her, and before the gray mask of death replaced it, he saw the beauty he had
preserved in memory when he was three, before they took his eyes, saw it so briefly, as if something transforming welled out of her, a perfect light,
her essence.."Do you know him? " Edom asked, gazing longingly now at the open door, from which Jacob had turned away. "Obadiah Sepharad?
".Celestina screamed-"Here! In here!"--as she slapped the magazine into the butt of the pistol.."Tom, Wally, I'm sorry for the brusque
introductions," Agnes Lampion apologized. "We'll have plenty of getting-to-know-each other time over dinner. But the people in this room have
been waiting an entire week to hear from you, Tom. We can't wait a moment longer."."I'm not sad," Tom said, "because though I have this face
here in this world, I know there's another me-in fact, lots of other Tom Vanadiums-who don't have this face at all. Somewhere I'm doing just fine,
thank you.".Maria gathered up the four jacks and tore them in thirds. She put the twelve pieces in the breast pocket of her blouse. "I buy to you new
cards, but no more ever can you to be having these."."That was five years ago. After more surgeries than I care to remember, I was left with these."
He raised his goblin hands again. "There's pain in humid weather, less when it's dry. I can take care of myself, but I'll never be a card mechanic
again ... or a magician.".By dawn, when the intestinal paroxysms finally passed, this bold new man of adventure felt as flat and limp as road
kill..He bolted up from the sofa, saying too loudly, "Canned hams," but at once he realized this made no sense, none, zip, so he searched
desperately for something coherent to say--"Potatoes, corn chips"--which was equally ridiculous. Now Obadiah was staring at him with that
concerned alarm you saw on the faces of people watching an epileptic in an uncontrolled fit, so Edom plunged across the living room as though he
were falling off a ladder, toward the front door, struggling to explain himself as he went: "We've brought some, there are some, I'll get some,.In her
sessional-papers-vol-53-part-ii-second-session-of-the-fifteenth-legislature-of-the-province-of-ontario-session-1921.pdf
Page 3/7

Sessional Papers Vol 53 Part Ii Second Session Of The Fifteenth Legislature Of The Province Of Ontario Session 1921

features, the girl entirely resembled her mother. She was nothing whatsoever like Junior. Only the light brown shade of her skin provided evidence
that she hadn't been derived from Seraphim by parthenogenesis..Her voice as bright as her bed ensemble, spiritual sister to baby chicks everywhere,
yellow Angel raised her head from the pillow and said, "Will you have a wedding?".Leaving Spruce Hills, Junior thought he was putting distance
between himself and his enigmatic enemy, gaining time to study the county phone directory and to plan his continuing search if that avenue of
investigation brought him no success. Instead, he had walked right into his adversary's lair..Elsewhere in the cemetery, about 150 yards away,
another interment service-with a much larger group of mourners-had begun prior to this one for Naomi. Now it was over, and the people were
dispersing to their cars..Thrusting the red rose at her again, insistently pressing it against her hand to distract her, Junior swung the Merlot, and just
as Sinatra sang the word sugar with a bounce, the bottle smacked Victoria in the center of her forehead..On one particular street in Bright Beach,
however, the most significant event of the year occurred on a pleasant afternoon in early April, when Barty, now nine years old, climbed to the top
of the great oak and perched there in triumph, king of the tree and master of his blindness..Neddy's face didn't appear to be as pale as it had been
earlier. An undertone of gray, possibly blue, darkened the skin..He wanted Celestina to sit in her seat and use her lap belt, but she insisted on
cuddling next to him, as if she were a high-school girl and he were her teenage beau..During the drive, he alternated between great gales of
delighted laughter and racking sobs wrought by pain and self-pity. The voodoo Baptist was dead, the curse broken with the death of he who had
cast it. Yet Junior must endure this final devastating plague..When he got no response, he wedged the toe of his right loafer under the guy's chest
and, with some effort, rolled him onto his back..The striking resemblance between this artist and Seraphim, as well as the facts in the biographical
sketch under the photo, argued that the two were sisters..Ever the romantic, he wanted to surprise her. Voila! Flowers, wine, and moi. Since their
electrifying connection in the hospital, she had been yearning for him; but she wouldn't expect a visit for a few weeks yet. He was eager to see her
face brighten with delight..Instead, he was given a small color brochure featuring samples of the artist's work. It also contained the same
photograph of her smiling face that graced the window..They lived too far from the nearest railroad tracks. He could not rationally expect a derailed
train to crash through the garage..He woke at noon, eyes gummed shut with the effluence of sleep. He felt lousy, but he was in control of
himself-and strong enough to fetch his suitcase, which he'd been unable to carry upon arrival..Could any spell of magic make,.The morning that it
happened, Tom Vanadium rose later than usual, shaved, showered, and then used the telephone in Paul's downstairs study to call Max Bellini in
San Francisco and to speak, as well, with authorities in both the Oregon State Police and the Spruce Hills Police Department.."Who else? I think
there's romance in the air. The cow-eyed way he looks at her, she could knock his knees out from under him just by giving him a
wink.".Regrettably, at 2:00 A.M., February 28, waking alone in Tammy's bed, Junior sought her out and found her snacking in the kitchen.
Forsaking a fork in favor of her fingers, she was eating a.His throat was still so raw from the explosive vomiting, seared by stomach acid, that he
sounded like a character from a puppet show for children on Saturday-morning television, hoarse and squeaky at the same time. If not for the pain,
he would have felt ridiculous, but the hot and jagged scrape of each word through his throat left him unable to.Friday morning, Junior resigned his
position as a physical therapist at the rehabilitation hospital. He expected to be able to live well off interest and dividends for the rest of his life,
because his tastes were modest..Jacob Isaacson--twin brother of Edom-knew nothing negative about Panglo, but he didn't trust him. If the mortician
had been caught prying gold teeth from the dead and carving satanic symbols in their buttocks, Jacob would have said, "It figures." If Panglo had
saved bottles of infected blood from diseased cadavers, and if one day he ran through town, splashing it in the faces of unsuspecting citizens, Jacob
would not have raisers one eyebrow in surprise..Knuckle over knuckle, snared in the web of thumb and forefinger, vanishing into the purse of the
palm, secretly traversing the hand, reappearing, knuckle over knuckle, the coin glimmered as it turned..she was buoyant, unrestrained, floating up
from the padded stretcher, until she was.Surprisingly, he received a lot of gratification from voicing this insult, even though Vanadium was too
dead to hear it..And suddenly Celestina believed that Bellini was a cop, not because his voice contained such authority, but because her heart told
her that the time had come, that the long-anticipated danger had at last materialized: the dark advent that Phimie had warned her about three years
ago..Eleven days had passed since Wally stopped three bullets. He still had a little residual weakness in his arms, grew tired more easily than before
he'd wound up on the wrong end of a pistol, complained of stiffness in his muscles, and used a cane to keep his full weight off his wounded leg.
The rest of the medical care he required, as well as physical rehabilitation, could be had in Bright Beach as well as in San Francisco. By March, he
should be back to normal, assuming that the definition of normal included massive scars and an internal hollow space where once his spleen had
been..He had already reviewed twenty-four thousand names, finding no Bartholomew, putting red checks beside entries with the initial B instead of
a first name. A slip of yellow paper marked his place..He swore that he would throw away all memory of this incident, as well. In Caesar Zedd's
best-selling How to Deny the Power of the Past, the author offers a series of techniques for expunging forever all recollection of those events that
cause us psychological damage, pain, or even merely embarrassment. Junior went to bed with his precious copy of this book and a snifter of cognac
filled almost to the brim..not yet acknowledged, when our flailing species briefly floats insensate between one desperate swim and another..Drawn
by voices on the second floor, Tom took the stairs two at a time. A man and a boy. Barty and Cain. To the left in the hallway, and then to a room on
the right.."Yes. Sodium chloride will work, too. Common salt. Mix enough of it with water, and it's generally effective.".Each booth was at a large
window, and each window provided a view of the street. Vanadium wasn't out there, watching from the sidewalk, either: no glimpse of his pan-flat
face shining in the December sun..Then the old man taught it to him. But it wasn't much use, Otter thought, since he had to hide it..From Sparky,
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Tom Vanadium had borrowed a master key with which he could open the door to Cain's apartment, but he preferred not to employ it as long as he
could enter by a back route. The less often he used the halls that were frequented by residents, the more likely he would be able to keep his
flesh-and-blood presence a secret from Cain and sustain his ghostly reputation. If too many tenants got a look at his memorable face, he would
become a topic of discussion among neighbors, and the wife killer might tumble to the truth..One manly woman. Several womanly men. But no
blocky figure that could have been the crazed cop even in disguise..In the Fairmont coffee shop, Junior ordered french fries, a cheeseburger, and
cole slaw. He requested that the burger be served cooked but unassembled: the halves of the bun turned face up, the meat pattie positioned
separately on the plate, one slice each of tomato and onion arranged beside the pattie, and the slice of unmelted cheese on a separate dish.
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