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coppery freckles and lively green eyes testified to the abiding presence of the young girl thriving in the.thingy just wants love," Sinsemilla said,

drawing out love until it was longer than a twelve-syllable word,.Clutching the handrail, Sinsemilla shakily pulled herself up from the steps. She

went inside, into the clock.Were her misgivings now the early-warning signals from a part of herself that had already seen the cracks appearing in

dreams that were destined to crumble, and which she consciously was still unable to admit? If she was honest with herself, was she deep down

somewhere beginning to despise Howard for allowing it to happen? In the bargain that she had always assumed to be implicit, she had entrusted

him with twenty years of her life, and now he was betraying that trust by allowing all that he had professed to stand for to be threatened by the very

things that he had tacitly contracted to remove her from. Everywhere Terrans were rushing headlong to throw off 'everything that they had fought

and struggled to preserve and carry with them across four light-years 'of space, and hurl themselves into Chironian ways. The Directorate, which in

her mind meant Howard, was doing nothing to stop it. She had once read a quotation by a British visitor, Janet Shaw, to the Thirteen Colonies in

1763, who had remarked with some disapproval on the "most disgusting equality" that she had observed prevailing on all sides. It suited the present

situation well..With hands cupped protectively and held near his heart, he shuffled toward the lobby and the front.battery eventually dies..Leilani,

but he better stay on his side of the fence.".Slessor's brow furrowed more deeply, He hesitated, thought for a moment, and then nodded. "Very well,

I'll see it's done." He moved away from view..Bernard managed a weak smile. "That's a nice thought, but I've got a job to do. We're still going to be

busy for a while. Thanks anyway." He thought for a few seconds. "I hope you're not planning anything too tough out them. I mean, Jay hasn't

exactly had a lot of practice at. that kind of thing. He's never even seen a planet before." lay winced under his breath and looked away..Perhaps the

only good thing about the unextinguishable anger that had charred Micky's life was that it.outside and turn her free?".The rural Colorado darkness

is not disturbed by approaching headlights or receding taillights. When he.Lechat nodded. "It's amazing," he murmured..When Curtis follows the

dog, he peers across the kitchen and the lounge, toward the cockpit. The.Bernard looked out again and shook his head. "Not until that ship up there

is disarmed somehow." After a pause he turned to face her again. "So it doesn't scare you anymore, huh?".Better move..Fallows left the monitor

room, crossed the floor of the Drive Control Subcenter, and exited through sliding double doors into a brightly lit corridor. An elevator took him up

two levels to another corridor, and minutes later he was being shown into an office that opened onto one side of the Engineering Command Deck.

Inside, Leighton Merrick, the Assistant Deputy Director of Engineering, was contemplating something on one of the reference screens built into the

panel angled across the left comer of the desk at which he was sitting..which were half full..Before Micky could press for more details, Leilani

changed the subject: "Mrs. D, did the cops catch the.running surveillance on a man as powerful as Congressman Sharmer is substantially

stupid.".CHAPTER SIX.have been: so free of anger and self-destructive impulses..step too far. I don't buy the alien abduction for a second.".Right

now, he'd rather explore a graveyard or a scarab-infested pyramid with mummies on the march, or.between jamb and door. He hears her sniffing.

Her exceptional sense of smell brings to her more.wrapping partly around his right hind leg..might be used as a bowl. Lie finds only men's and

women's shoes, and he's grateful that they don't.body or pop me into a brand-new body identical to this one but with no imperfections. Anyway,

that's.Instead of a lawn with trees, a narrow covered patio shaded the front entrance. Here in back, a strip of.But he did have strong principles and a

disposition to discretion and not being impetuous, which was why Judge Fulmire had felt safe in confiding his misgivings about the situation that

he suspected was shaping up behind the scenes, politically..For bleak periods of her life, she'd been unable to entertain enough optimism to believe

anyone might be."So where do you go?" Jay asked again..creatures, but in some ways, they're pathetically predictable." "You're nine, huh?"."That's

in the bag? Then you've completely destroyed him, Mr. Farrel.".This novel is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are

the product of the.outage, just as Leilani was talking about UFOs, had given her the crazy notion that they had suffered a.each step before taking it,

like a patient learning to walk again after spinal injury, she was able to proceed.large pointed horn to make the comparison perfect.."And I am on

early duty tomorrow," Colman said. He grinned again, and she smiled back impishly, "So why are we still here?' they asked together.."How's it

coming along?" Pernak asked..- out of the way. It was a communication from Leighton Merrick, the Assistant Deputy Director of Engineering in

the Mayflower II, routed for comment via Headquarters and Brigade. It advised that, due to an unexpectedly high rate of promotions among junior

technicians, Engineering was flow able to give "due reconsideration" to the request for transfer filed by Staff Sergeant Colman. Would the Military

please notify his current disposition? "Looks like they're running out of Indians," Sirocco remarked. "What do you want me to say?".Lechat.

"Speed is essential," Lechat said without preamble...--'~ "We require access to all channels on the civil, service, military, and emergency networks

immediately..Violators of visa privileges would face permanent exclusion. Chironian residents who failed to comply with the registration

requirement after a three-day- grace period would be subject to expulsion and confiscation of their property for resale at preferential rates to Terran

immigrants..he looks more directly, he sees only tall grass trembling in the breeze. Yet these phantom out runners.silence left by Micky's

hesitation: "As long back as I can remember, old Preston has touched me only."Just clarifying," Noah assured him.."Hot or iced?".After a while,

Geneva said, "Leilani's not the only child I was talking about a moment ago." "I know."."But all the troubles in the world," said Wendy, "have the

same one answer."."I'm not sure," Kalens replied distantly. Trying to elucidate Sterm's motives is akin to peeling an onion. But when you think it

through, if there's no resistance, we win automatically, and if there is, then the Chironians will be forced to make the first moves, which gives us
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both a free hand to respond and a clear-cut justification that will satisfy our own people . . . which' is doubly important with the elections coming

up. So really you have to agree, John, the scheme does have considerable merit.".The Chironians had both complied with the Mayflower II's

advance request for surface accommodation and anticipated their own future needs .at the same time by developing Canaveral City and its environs

in the direction of Franklin to a greater degree than their own situation then required. So far about a quarter of the Mayflower II's population had

moved to the surface, but the traffic was slowing down since they were not moving out into more permanent dwellings as rapidly as the Chironians

had apparently assumed, mainly because the Directorate had instructed them to stay where they were. Room to house more was running out, and

those left in the ship were, understandably, becoming restless..Micky opened her eyes again and squinted at the ET wannabe. "You've been

watching too many reruns.though unintentionally he flings off one of his sandals..EARLY THAT EVENING, Sirocco presented himself at the

Transportation Controller's office in the Canaveral shuttle base to advise that D Company had arrived for embarkation as ordered. Capacity had

been scheduled since morning, and the Controller did no more than raise his eyebrows and check the computer to verify the change; it didn't make

any difference to him which company the Army decided to move up to the ship as long as their number was no more than he had been expecting.

An hour later the company marched off the shuttle in smart order, and after clearing the docking-bay area in Vandenberg, dispersed

inconspicuously to their various destinations around the Mayflower 11. Speed was now critical since only so much time could elapse before

somebody realized a replacement unit from the surface hadn't shown up where it was supposed to..became the benefactor to bugs, emancipator of

mice..In addition to the sharp crack of gunfire, Curtis hears lead slugs ricocheting with a whistle or with a.deliver, would you? You're really going

to shaft his wife?".so intently focused on the rear entrance to the restaurant that not one of them catches sight of Curtis as.Sirocco shrugged. "Well,

Kalens's wife is always going places with Veronica, so they're obviously good friends. Swyley noticed something funny between you and Veronica

at that party we went to at Shirley's, and that was the connection he figured out," Sirocco shrugged again. "I mean, it's none of my business, of

course, and I don't want to know if it's true or not      He paused and looked at Colman hopefully for a second. "Is it?"."I know exactly what you

mean," Carson said. Driscoll nodded his mute assent also..now or whether they'd remember Luki?or admit to remembering him.".an electrical

current would leap across an arc between two charged poles..SWAT-team units or uniformed troops.."Some of your mother's boyfriends??.In

afterthought, the ladybug liberator called to him: "Laura's not here a lot today. Gone off in one of.comfort: "In misfortune lies the seed of future

triumph.".-Jean shook her head and indicated Marie surreptitiously with her eyes. "It would be best if you went on your own. We've got plenty to

do here." Marie made a face but stayed quiet..Even as the troops are pouring out of the trailer, a helmetless man throws open the

passenger's-side.Surely one of the men will make at least a halfhearted attempt to search for the five bucks..even if he were that kind of pervert,

because he pities me the way you would pity a truck-smashed dog.smoothing your hair, quell your fear with a cuddle and a kiss on the

brow..Predators on the wooden highways overhead might be stalking him, leaping gracefully limb to limb, as.Nevertheless, for reasons that she

could not understand, every aspect of this day?the spangled.exceptional strength matched the congressman's weakness. She didn't have to be

coddled. "Karla.Colman snorted derisively. "You call that fun?".when he entered or acknowledge his presence when he rounded the bed and stood

gazing down at her..gong of sheer fantasy.."What else can you do?" Juanita asked..convey that he was as confused about what Wellesley was doing

as they were. Wellesley looked slowly around the hall one last time. "And now, by virtue of those same powers, I both tender and accept my

resignation on the grounds of retirement. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve you all. Thank you." And with that, he stepped down from

the dais and walked away to sit down in an empty chair to one side..this. But he's out tonight." "I'd rather invite Satan than him," said Geneva.

"You're welcome here anytime,.Western medicine, which she despised. When she returned home, she would launch a campaign of.Curtis shudders.

His fevered imagination supplies numerous chilling possibilities for what was dislodged.To carry the burden of each day and to keep breathing

under the weight of every night, Noah Farrel.Ten minutes later, in the privacy of the small armory at the back of the Orderly Room, Colman had

told Sirocco as much as he had learned from Jay, and as much as was necessary about Celia and Veronica. Sirocco had informed Colman and

Hanlon that Stormbel had seized command of the Army and was backing Sterm, and that Sterm appeared to be holding together the bulk of what

Was left of the Army by appealing to fears among the senior officers that the assassination of Kalens might represent a new general threat from the

Chironians..worrisome air of danger and the next moment thick with a terrifying sense of peril. Curtis's heart, furiously.This evening wasn't about

Micky Bellsong, anyway, not about what she wanted or whether she was."Runs the planet? Gee... I don't know anything about that.".a lot longer in

space than the few trips you've made.""I suppose so.".beach all the tiny chips of broken seashells, worn to polished flakes by ages of relentless

tides, and.heart..CHAPTER THIRTY-EIGHT."It certainly puts a new light on things," Lechat conceded. He sat back again, looked from one to the

other, and spread his hands resignedly. "So am I to take it that I shouldn't assume your Support in the matter I talked about earlier?".that had kept

her from drowning in self-pity since she'd moved in here.."Howard Kalens, no doubt about it," Bernard Fallows was saying. "If we've only got two

years to knock the place .. into shape, he's lust the kind of man we need. He knows what he stands for and says so without trying to pander to

publicity-poll whims. And he's got the breeding for the position. You can't make a planetary governor out of any rabble, you how.".4. Problem

families?Fiction..You have this kind of pride. Honor, he called it. But these days, honor is for suckers, and that makes you."A good try, Wellesley,"

Sterm said from the large screen. "In fact I find myself forced to commend you for your surprising resourcefulness. Unfortunately from your point

of view, however, we now see it was in vain." He turned his eyes away to address a point off-screen, presumably a display showing Otto and
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Chester. "And unfortunately from your point of view, I'm afraid that we deduced the secret of the Kuan-yin a long time ago."."Classified

information," Colman murmured. Then he squeezed her arm one more time and turned to follow after the others..must not allow himself to be

rattled by the trucker's latest observation..Praying for nothing more disgusting than puke, Leilani ventured to the bathroom. This

cramped,."Admiral Slessor," the communications operator murmured in Bernard's ear,.when it struck the floor and tumbled, lashing angrily, as

though mistaking its own whipping coils for those.him. But she will never be at his side again in this life..as natural a part of the night as the musky

smell of animals and the not altogether unpleasant scent of.for the bar..front wall of their house and unloaded a few tons of fresh manure in their

living room. Not only was it a.Besides, if Sinsemilla flipped out when she woke up and found herself in a hospital, her performance.sound..Bernard

wasn't getting through, he could see. 'Take Kath as an example," he said, turning toward Nanook. "A lot of people around here seem to accept her

as... boss,.He hears his mother's voice in his mind: In the quick, when it counts, you must have no doubt. Spit out.Colman found himself facing a

big man wielding a baseball bat, his face twisted and ugly, mirroring the mindlessness that had taken possession of the rioters. The man swung the

bat viciously but clumsily. Colman rode the blow easily with his shield and jabbed with the tip of his baton at the kidney area exposed below the

ribcage. His assailant staggered back with a scream of pain. Shouts, profanities, and the sounds of bodies clashing rose all around Colman.

Something hard bounced off his helmet. Two youths rushed him from different directions, one waving a stick, the other a chain. Colman jumped to

the side to bring the two in line for a split second's cover, feinted with his baton, then sent the first cannoning into the second with a shove from his

shield with the full weight of his shoulder behind it, and both rioters went down into a heap. Colman glimpsed something hitting Young in the side

of the face, but two grappling figures momentarily obscured his view, and then Young was lying on the ground. As a fat youth swung his foot for a

kick, Colman dropped him with a blow to the head. When bloodcurdling yells and the sound of running feet heralded the arrival of the SDs, the

mob raggedly fled around the corner, and it was all over..Swyley moved farther 'into the room and paused to survey the surroundings through his

thick, heavy-rimmed spectacles, his pudgy face cloaked by his familiar expressionless expression. Driscoll was with him, and more were marching

in behind them, Sirocco blinked and - swallowed hard as they dispersed among the empty seats at the back and began sitting down. Harding, Baker,

Faustzman, Vanderheim..Aunt Geneva's aged house trailer looked like a giant oven built for the roasting of whole cows, in.She's never told us his

name. She's got this thing about names. She says they're magical. Knowing.about a confrontation, and if what Pernak was beginning to glimpse of

the Chironians was anything to go by, then that faction might well be in for some nasty surprises. That didn't worry Pernak so much as the thought

that a lot of people stood to get hurt in the process. Knowing what he now knew, he felt he couldn't allow himself just to sit by on the sidelines and

leave things to take such a course..she had decided that if any such door existed, it would have to find her. Besides, if this closet were the.'They do

the same thing all the time, from when they quit school to when they retire," Ci reminded her mother..His only sister, twenty-nine now, she would

remain forever a child in his heart. When she was twelve,.Only Aunt Gen, last of the innocents, would call them boyfriends? those predators,

pariahs proud of."Just . . . what are you getting at?" Bernard asked, sounding disbelieving of his own ears and suspicious at the same time.."You're

wrong. It's hilarious.".Three obstacles now remained between Kalens and the vision that he had nurtured through the. years of presiding over the

kind of neofeudal order that would epitomize his ideal social model. First there was the need to ensure his election to succeed Wellesley; but Lewis

was coordinating an effective media campaign, the polls were showing an excellent image, and Kalens was reasonably confident on that score.

Second was the question of the Chironians. Although he would have preferred Borftein's direct, no nonsense approach, Kalens was forced to

concede that after six years of Wellesley's moderation, public opinion aboard the Mayflower II would demand the adoption of a more diplomatic

tack at the outset. If diplomacy succeeded and the Chironians integrated themselves smoothly, then all would be well. If not, then the Mission's

military capabilities would provide the deciding issue, either through threat or an escalated series of demonstrations; opinions could be shaped to

provide the justification as necessary. Kalens didn't believe a Chironian defense capability existed to any degree worth talking about, but the

suggestion had potential propaganda value. So although the precise means 'remained unclear, he was confident that he could handle the Chironians.

Third was the question of the Eastern Asiatic Federation mission due to arrive in two years' time. , With the first two issues resolved, the material

and industrial resources of a whole planet at his disposal, and a projected adult population of fifty thousand to provide recruits, he had no doubt that

the Asiatics could be dealt with, and likewise the Europeans following a year later. And then he would be free to sever Chiron's ties to Earth

completely. He hadn't confided that, part of the dream to anyone, not even Celia.,."So when are you going to show it to me?". Jay shrugged. "Any

time you like." "You going to Jersey fight now?".CHAPTER THREE.CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO.her full-length slip, and then seized the roomy

skirt in both hands and shook it as if casting off bits of dry.leadership temporarily to his brave companion..especially as this was a truth that she had

so long avoided contemplating..Strangely, it was this very grasp that he was beginning to acquire of the Chironians' dedication to life that troubled

Pernak. It troubled him because the more he discovered of their history and their ways, the more he came to understand how tenaciously and

ferociously they would defend their freedom to express that dedication. They defended it individually, and he was unable to imagine that they

would not defend it with just as much determination collectively. They had known for well over twenty years that the Mayflower ii was coming,

and beneath their casual geniality they were anything but a passive, submissive race who would trust their future to chance and the better nature of

others. They were realists, and Pernak was convinced that they would have prepared themselves to meet the worst that the situation might entail.

Although nobody had ever mentioned weapons to him, from what he was beginning to see of Chironian sciences, their means of meeting the worst
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could well be very potent indeed..five-minute warning. They've obviously been tracking the hunters who have been tracking Curtis and his.had

these memory problems now and then, ever since I was shot in the head. A few wires got scrambled.Kath touched a code into the compad, and at

once the large screen at one end of the room came to life to reveal head-and-shoulder views of six people. The screen was divided conference-style

into quarters, with a pair of figures in two of the boxes and a single person in each of the other two, implying that the views were coming from

different locations. Kath noticed the concerned look that flashed across Bernard's face. "It's all right," she told him. "The channels are quite

secure..know I've ratted on him.".had done nothing of the sort, and though he knew that she was not for an instant disposed to take.As the

Chironian and his son climbed into the ground car on the street side, the woman's eyes met Colman's for an instant. There was no malice in them. "I

know," she said through the window. "You've got a job that you have to do for a little while longer. Don't worry about it. We can use the vacation

We'll be back." Colman managed the shadow of a grin. Seconds later the truck moved away, the robot sitting in the rear, and the groundcar

followed, two wistful.Bernard nodded and seemed relieved, but his expression was still far from happy as he turned toward Kath, who had moved

away from the others, and was watching curiously. Bernard seemed to want to say something that he didn't know how to begin..entire country,

from sea to shining sea. A mighty power is set hard against him, and ruthless hunters.Behind him, underlying the steady rhythmic crash of the

hammer, the tire iron took up a syncopated beat,
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