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? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons.

Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and

assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was

king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon

the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's

wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk

flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city

and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of

whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in

amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said

to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will

put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle."

Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer,

where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah,

thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a

man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns

in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding

lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and

goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to

company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and

went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..When they heard me speak in

Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what

country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst

we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we

came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us

how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any

make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits

revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is

none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before

their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).Fourteenth Officer's Story, The,

ii. 183..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah,"

replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the

Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house,

accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to

me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with

the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said,

"What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat

appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which

when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur,

came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that

thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem,

and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for

the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a

single hour?".? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still

for mercy bawl!.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father

Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose

to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not

but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth
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Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me

than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with

you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve

but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him

with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her

deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than

[that of] any.'.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth

rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.52. The Devout

Israelite cccxlviii.The Fifth Day.When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a

present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my

errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither

to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another

load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce

him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three

hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the

hire of his lodging.'.Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.Now the merchant and his wife

had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father

assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the

latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons

and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant,

'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile,

quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither

to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his

brother..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the

house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure,

so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up

to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed,

[in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!"

So they let him go and harmed him not..So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the

door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou

foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with

their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed

day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves

upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and

dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our

original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.He

[seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer

clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place

and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the

boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all

manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from

the pots and brought it to him..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent,

and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out,

saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn

round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess?

Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned

his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword

and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in

sunder..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.133. The City of Brass dlxvi.When it was the appointed time, there came to us the

man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you
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nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device

sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with

palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money."

And we strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he

became unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright."."O

Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain

would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With

all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when

the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an

exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They

(162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".I kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I was walking about, [waiting,] up came the

guards and eunuchs with the women, who were weeping and crying out and taking leave of one another. The eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon

we came with the boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my mate," answered he, "[whom I have brought,] to help me, so one

of us may keep the boat, whilst another doth your service." Then they brought out to us the women, one by one, saying, "Throw them [in] by the

Island;" and we answered, "It is well." Now each of them was shackled and they had made a jar of sand fast about her neck. We did as the eunuchs

bade us and ceased not to take the women, one after another, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress and I winked to my comrade. So we

took her and carried her out into mid-stream, where I gave her the empty calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for me at the mouth of the canal."

Then we cast her in, after we had loosed the jar of sand from her neck and done off her fetters, and returned..El Abbas looked at them and saw the

ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and

bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed

horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the

troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met

and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all

eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the

night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his

sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he

returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing

and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished]

of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The

people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a

strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of

King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With

looking on thy face can never sate their drought..I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose

hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him

by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What

counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let

us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them

said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her

father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is

taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be

quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose

heart is wasted all away..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The

thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.'

And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about

thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have

thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no

occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the

old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have

examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.Therewith Nuzhet el

Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his
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feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let

down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is

this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my

lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for

Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and

said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on

me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to

me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness;

but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his

side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed

his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to

him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid

himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..Then her case changed and her

colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and

drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and

betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her

eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the

bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".Then the rest

of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and

raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its

greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not

as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and

he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he

saw him not, and laughed..Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he

answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man

said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose

and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth

wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the

woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".The dealer stood at her head

and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"].

Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell

her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her

name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of

fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast

him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who

biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this

merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to

thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..Then she drank three cups and filling the old man

other three, sang the following verses:.When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the

youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king,

indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know

not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that

the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring

the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy

blood?".Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told

him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting

himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk

had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well

versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock

and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and
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acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show

it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value,

deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket

belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for

me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons

cccclxxv.Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and

kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup

thrice, recited the following verses:.So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that which had happened to

him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered

she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee away [from

them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following verses:.Beard of

the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union and

love and happy cheer..Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her

leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly

house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to

her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof

from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in

affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment,

but she only redoubled in aversion to him..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and

love-longing in vain..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.? ? ? ? ? How

bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.When

the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I

had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell

that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the

elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of

our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was

goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story;

so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary

chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted

speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death.."There was once a king in

the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter,

there was not in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a more pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most

High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his heart clave to her and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him,

'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her, and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And

the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of

years and lives, upon you ever wait!.? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be

borne, an object for lament. (88).? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..? ? ? ? ?

Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..? ? ? ? ? My heart,

since the leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body, for love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..?STORY OF THE

SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez

Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their

exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another

story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to

you.".When the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair,

for the day draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he

meriteth.".Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they

were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered

they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be

saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except
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the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved

from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in

himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers

lied.'.King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of

Fortune's treacherous tide..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and

[exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the

Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable

dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he

oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings

abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his

younger brother..I marvelled at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have

thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not

have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my

design will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I

go and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and

those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of

perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I

came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates

and I knew not whither I should go this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter

therein against break of day.' When I say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say,

'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with

Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have

gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy

matter.".[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am

Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for

that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for

departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in

mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as

he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he

were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands

and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go

away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and

went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at

the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the

singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started

up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house.

(203).Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he

ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of

honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep,

together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit

fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon

great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..When the morning morrowed, the king went

forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains

of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of

honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad

and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter

Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.Meanwhile,

El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten

of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he

called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on
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till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth

to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw.

Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves

and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready

dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42."There

was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and

he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will

remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting

his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to

him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so

welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already]

accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to

him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy

person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw

him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and

loose..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.The First Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should

show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's

love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and

they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the

slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her

somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the

night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls

had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she

be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she

abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health

and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment

to all who looked on her..? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..Fifteenth

Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell

the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is

past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes;

she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About

her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the

moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom

she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the

earth before her..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..The

king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to

him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him

to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and

quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of

Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of

them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine

eye nor couldst from me divide..? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and

old..Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made

herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of

abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of

their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king

to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive

somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his

presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and

let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is
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well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and

abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.Then said the

king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of

Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a

thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give

thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his

hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O

king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets,

even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..71. Haroun er

Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and

said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous

tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98)

[before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him

worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El

Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was

an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made

her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she

told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green

Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and

the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of

El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts

roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and

eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that

wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had

betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and

parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King

Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two

own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee

and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in

the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii.

195..Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and

reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon

him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the

measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which

fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain,

after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with

me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul

thing in that I look it without his leave.'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of

musk and camphor white,
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