Seashells Notebook

SEASHELLS NOTEBOOK
Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set
forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears
poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with]
them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65)
[for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the
judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king
passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66)
him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..As for the king their father, he
abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The
kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still
invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the
story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than
that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..So he sat down at the sharper's head, and
said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be
not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him
move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still
misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare
him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to
him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and
blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst
of the fires that my heart devour..So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that which had happened to him
and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on
this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee away [from them]."
And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following verses:.The Khalif
marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast
acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and
dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the
grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself
up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not
bereave, but send them timely home again!.However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it
on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently
gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me
and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall,
bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me,
"What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they
would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she
practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience
of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time
and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening!
(58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that
behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore,
giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers
and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I
have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it
and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the
folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl
Mounis dclxxxviii.The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh
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and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the
wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the
garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale
and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were
of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the
Garden of Eden. (206).? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy
be..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were
confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered
they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be
saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except
the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved
from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in
himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers
lied.'.Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed
at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he
was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke
it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to
weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should
come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my
esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of
good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and
mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her
redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is death
to the wise and the ripe of wit..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..Then came forward the
fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..Bihzad, Story of
Prince, i. 99..To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while
the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king
of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his
company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth
of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled.
Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and
the eunuch], aswoon..Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while
the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and
entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him,
'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned
me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the
utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no
goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and
Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.WOMEN'S CRAFT..When they came to
themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the
young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out,
'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel
is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I
appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then
words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended]
slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second
and a third and a fourth dress and she came forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as
saith the poet of her in the following verses:.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who
was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was
endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him,
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'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must I
enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king speaketh,
for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of
wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him,
'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he
bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young
merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most
abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down.
So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to
go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying,
'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said
to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are
beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in
the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his
bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the
manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".As for the youth, he
gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying
to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and
wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son?
Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he
is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So
he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).Sixth Officer's
Story, The, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the
lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.?OF THE ILL EFFECTS
OF PRECIPITATION..? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? And when I
long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor
mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him
[tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this
bears witness that that tells aright. (39).Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and
bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took
up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to
earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village
became to them a home..The First Day..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and
the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of
her one in the following verses:.Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying,
'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he
pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When
he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him,
repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my
recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant
took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself,
saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.? ? ? ? ? To God of all
the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what
shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would
not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other,
therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218)
Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than
that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went
in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and
the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes
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and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the
hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said,
"Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O
my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted
Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and
a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a
handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to
her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she
rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..When she heard their words, in the
presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth
she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they
wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He
I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and
[now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for
him and he was made whole of his sickness..? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust They prance, as like a flood they pour across
the plain;.?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.108.
Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..When the evening evened, the king summoned the
vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.Then he went on and
presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter
the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics
presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his
voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling
in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him,
"Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there
appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder
fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than
you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto
slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be
said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was
death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By
Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of
ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he
imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it
to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my
wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he
betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with
them without payment and give them nothing..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon,
on blame and chiding bent;.Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that
he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and
[give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the
merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend
and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain
have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he
should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former
wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving
alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his
father's brother..51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother
cxlviii.Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against
him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of
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him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented
himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most
High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping
them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king
doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak
[him] of this..? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.There was once in a city
of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went
on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the
townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness
and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while
of time..? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..NOUREDDIN ALI OF
DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear, ii. 245..When the night darkened on her,
she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and
abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead
without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore
concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his
friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor
drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper,
"Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that
he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck
not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning
her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves
who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but
once a year, and but a little stay..The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young
merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of
time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright
and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and
on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the
trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and
lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..Young Men,
El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,'
answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought
him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman
wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode
with the husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country
and learned that which its people suffered of straitness and oppression..? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.When it was eventide,
the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth
before him and bespoke him as follows:.Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..There was
once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah
reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king
had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her.
The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute,
and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel
brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell
in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and
the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him food
and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon
the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and
bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so
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she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as
it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan
the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and
men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the
Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who
avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them
[without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me
a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet
es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me
[for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will
restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and
that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring
thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang
the following verses:.The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the
heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers,
whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he
sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by
which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their
safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended]
death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without
this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness
come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all, i. 48..107. Abou
Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she
not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her;
whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken
cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis,
and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in
beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On
this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from
him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she
filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that
of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but
she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured
him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O
princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he
answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to
come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this."
Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out
from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself,
leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might
condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his
boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my
lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".O friends, the East
wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii. 55..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..42. Er Reshid and
the Barmecides dlxvii.He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my
own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution
and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be,
more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.Trust in
God, Of, 114..? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,.? ? ? ? ?
Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.Thiefs Story, The, ii.
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165..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that
the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself
with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the
fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what
while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and
admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which
he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode
therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present
case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.When Sindbad
the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter
an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh
voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of
their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the
story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..God keep the days of
love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and
curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the
third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the
fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his
trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? If to
my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in
the Bath dcxlviii.So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout
one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come
and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a
knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and
he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take
him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou
dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of
deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he
[well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..'It is told of a certain
doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him,
he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in
question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out
that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is
in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and
let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".Noureddin fell
to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness
is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to
the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"]
answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he
brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee
[again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that
stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end
thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then,
going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif
[and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than
devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I
have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).Presently, El Abbas, son of
King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her;
and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his
father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The
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prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the
boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the
goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and
when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that
thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are
warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth,
who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and
she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and
wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing
not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be
confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have
embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done
in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right
and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do
thou flee.".? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..? ? ?
? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of
gold, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and hasten to my side..It chanced one day that they
sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the
robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes
and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him,
'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is
come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou
mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and
dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on
till they came to a precipitous mountain..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..? ? ? ? ? So
fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there
is none Can stand to us instead of thee..? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and
fare away!.So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to
(112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say,
"Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose
sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck,
inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of the night was past.
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