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Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their

service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became

intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all

their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves

awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each

other and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is

in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one

another and each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and contention was

prolonged..Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to

delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of

Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came

forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.Reshid (Er)

and the Barmecides, i. 189..Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was

buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay

the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they

fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out

on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she

loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of

that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..On this

wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the

tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree

whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk

about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me,

as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he

leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away,

followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and

found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought

me thither on account of the bones..101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).When

the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance

and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.Then she wept till her voice rose high and her

lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.?

? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.Second Officer's Story, The, ii.

134..When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and

carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my

affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream."

"These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink

this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner

had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and

required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and

his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and

servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and

verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a

dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was

no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou

sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was

a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still

Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When the tither heard the old man's

speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and
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leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man

followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have

patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him

this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no

domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the

much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still

drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines in a dress

of the hue of pomegranate flower..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare

and sought for in mountain and vale..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou didst

refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the

girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other

answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy

slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat

and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for

the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have

bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".When Er Razi

heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him,

he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that

which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine

absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money

we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we

will divide the money.'.As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to

them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and

found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The

Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah,"

answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He

made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house,

found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I

have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..The old man

kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered

the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a

fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said

the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered,

'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them and they followed in his track till they came

to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of

the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this

day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh

said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and

improvising, sang the following verses:.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he

strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it

awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have

moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.He [seated himself on the divan

and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms,

whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I

have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the

kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and

manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to

him..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from

us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.134. The Malice of Women

dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was
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aye..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF

EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting

had summoned you in vain!.Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her

her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost

joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to

that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment

when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew

near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He

would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy

and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that

they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they

bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this

your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could

avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my

hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the

offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not

to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to

brook that unto it pertain..(When Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls,

and praised be God who hath occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah,

if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).Then they all four

arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in

which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time

cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with

Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the

Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he

said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the

siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their breath..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht

and his Vizier, i. 215..84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace,

she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So,

when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to

reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls,

Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee

betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".? ? ? ? ? And who can

tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that

which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for

chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew

what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had

considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story,

O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell

between them.".? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me

divide..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso

had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place

and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone,

having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me

a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached

myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I

was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at

the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.Then he conferred on him

a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart

with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete
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thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the

time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not

thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them.

When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade

hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming]

and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.The vizier obeyed

the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her

up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who

willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been

parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty

and kindness of the king.'.?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him

with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the

king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said

he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost

kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing

than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I.

Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO

BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth,

and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and

piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh

Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and

among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his

arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for

this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and

minstrels am I;.Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death;

but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to

go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had

compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put

him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.Accordingly the nurse

returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her

face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee

without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he

took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Conclusion..Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup

and rise before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and

putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay,

by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent

his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the

master of the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.".Now there was before us a high

mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202)

of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one

another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath

any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took

leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who

were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count

or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon

one another, and goods without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to

God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..[When the king heard his wife's

words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours.

Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace

and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats'
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hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..When the

evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and

obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of

the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".(Conclusion).? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's

fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..Then the king summoned the

cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a

bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away

their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With

thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which

I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops

and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way.

Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger

cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright

and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will

assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call

among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's

country..? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you near;

meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil

dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.Then she took Tuhfeh under her

armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and

accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and

hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying,

'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and

presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's

neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And

they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii.

210..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..My heart will never credit

that I am far from thee, ii. 275..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to

her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And

he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat,

behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked

on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast

herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her

serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of

the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me

and I rejoice to hear..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and

dismay..Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and

taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh

and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our

lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth

trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this

Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..They tell that Haroun er

Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God

accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85)

and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they

answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this

an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is

accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice

in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we

took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet,
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'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,'

it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for

the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this

that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I

had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when

she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse

she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and

related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her

sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of

them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not

consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens,

Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she

showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it

appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and

that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls

and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him

all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..100. The Lovers of the Benou

Tai ccccx.? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us divide..152. Ardeshir and Heyat en

Nufous dccxu.So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round

about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was

half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.'

Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to

him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and

bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the

price of his wares, after the fullest fashion.
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