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The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten

possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead.

As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his

salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance

and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee,

neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin

rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an

accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen

purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be

warned..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and

she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and

uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said

to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and

crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for

him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars

and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month,

but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and

despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the

new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but

betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..When came the night, the

vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..His hospitality

pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite

thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other

than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my

story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail."

The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my

lord, that.Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became

enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved

him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I

foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself

and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him

[to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all

things have their time and ordinance no less..So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went

in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and

the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes

and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the

hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said,

"Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O

my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted

Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and

a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a

handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to

her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she

rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself

secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige

would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller,

who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I
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slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter

hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in

his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and

besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of

that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..79. Khusrau and Shirin and

the Fisherman cccxci.20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with

bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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