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? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring
forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest
this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand
of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others,
and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at
an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some
are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce
that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice
Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon
Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine,
dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the
Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with
her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played
one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance.
(166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell
again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the
kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with
child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When
El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with
that matter..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was
curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast
about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was
exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of
ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she
said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".42. The Loves of Jubeir
ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It
is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the
dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the
king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I
die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with
me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes;
For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy
nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We
were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall
ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen
Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my
lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the
Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah,
indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she
arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh,
whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up
Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.One day he went forth to the chase and left
Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a
musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted
her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily
sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By
the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my
service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine
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account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of
them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like
of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered
Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted,
for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to
her palace..The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave
him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to
the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him
to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of
those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? c. The
Third Calender's Story liii.See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice
revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth
unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew
that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in
sickness' hands confined..When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there
abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion,
gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from
him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein
was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had
fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby
they knew that the lion had made an end of them..When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy
shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her,
when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop
[he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping,
and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of
womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy
husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him
the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the
woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no
talk but of El Abbas..On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide
came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin
Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and
caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the
Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to
Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and
they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst
requite.159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..Meanwhile the king said
to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with
tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife
Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with
the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El
Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we
have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of
the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an
appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and
collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18)
Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the
work..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good
sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she
bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within
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and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat
down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the
name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it
neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul
smell in it..When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on
life. So he bade him go away to his house..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his
feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed
in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59)
thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the
old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose
forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment
and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul
with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..He lay the rest of
the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh
good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in
this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king
and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever
the soul can absent be..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth,
fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop
wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and
casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY,
THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth
and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255)
this his inscription!".The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the
issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and
occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that
which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma
said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we
have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her
affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I
and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for
whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God!
May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips
And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204,
271..So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till
the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which
had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the
cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was
not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that
which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? b.
The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or
ere the day appear..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from
me, their lover, and say.? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old
man and woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the
side of the island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was
therein, both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the
owner of the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him
yearn unto her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us
in the ship is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.'
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Now it was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her;
and he promised her clothes and spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her
gear to the ship; but no sooner was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..Term, Of the
Appointed, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.Asleep and Awake, i. 5..? ? ? ? ? I see yon
like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.Now he had a
friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on
this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The
deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and
rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the
troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere
the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the
king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the
enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and
fared on along the bank of the Tigris..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled
and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor."
And he bade him go to his house..93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.She
passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal!
Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted
him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man
took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the
food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old
man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.The Second
Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..Were not the darkness
still in gender masculine, iii. 193..For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier
and required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the
letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But
the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which
thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of
his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it
from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.King's Daughter of Baghdad,
El Abbas and the, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued
quite;.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him
the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with
desire straightway..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust
They prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade
him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with
'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her overpassing the description
wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all his women and his love for
Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son,
Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his
father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached
the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission
[to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king,"
answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound
it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore
him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to
him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord,
far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou
not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair."
Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will
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explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.The Third Day..Now there was in the camp a wise
woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom
with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and
going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood
what [while] God willed..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often
as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him
and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the
king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this
heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets
and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she,
"By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him,
'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou
wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon
at full, my light thou mayst espy..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten
damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she
bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might
rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and
silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments
of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the
strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.Er Reshid was like to lose his wits
for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to
last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all
that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the
side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with
the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them,
men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens,
and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and
described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men
and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was
thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him
that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it
to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she
had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried
her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds
and colours among the Jinn..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her
weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which
she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.Then he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman
said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on
to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I
will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the
thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way
and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is
needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250)
Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for
winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it
four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith
he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes
five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of
twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.'
[So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik
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and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I
had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and
captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of
honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir
and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover,
King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to
Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I
made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the
Arabic the page.When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out
from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he heard that which was written in
the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my
fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied
him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without payment and give them
nothing..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned
him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of
the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and
put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing
of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the
sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned
sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune
of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the
druggist and his wife and the singer.".There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to
his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those
of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the
daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house
in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off,
and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto
evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops
to the rout and slaying his guards..O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101..? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever
I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of
surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so
that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to
visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her
endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case,
saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.? ? ? ? ?
A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.When the company heard the
seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there
betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the
company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and
more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie
thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story
xiv.So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou
satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks
and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou
drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art
the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from
thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the
Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us
[the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto
With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify
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him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom
they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert,
knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and
set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the
lioness..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the
air,.27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were
[aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king
was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the
king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we
may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a
daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king
hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him
to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of
his affair.".[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full
of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to
him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the
concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and
discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know
of her and I will contrive the trick.".160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year;
Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca
(which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a
youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and
the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any;
whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem
the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head
bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah,
thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions.
What is the cause of this?".So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance
of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no
fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch
the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so
they might see what the king should do with him..The Eight Night of the Month.A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much
people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of
window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and
they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is
she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His
Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show
us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the
contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the
signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when
the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to
her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the
witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and
leal..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..The Seventeenth
Night of the Month..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.When the two kings saw that
woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the
younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit,
his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade
him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons
cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy
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them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the
curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his
oppressive dealing with them..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a
slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of
water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched
two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink];
whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst
rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger]
and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of
whom I was going about.'.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on
me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and
seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat
cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him
and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled;
whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah
Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he
addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.Then they betook themselves to a place without the city,
where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor
crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a
spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I
conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of
her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered
her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her
heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by
his wife's commandment.".When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they
were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of
the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of
His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of
the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit
[themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and
soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who
order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and
women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto
them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80.
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