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Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it
unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that
languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..Therewith the
king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king said to him, "Out on thee!
Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no ease in thy
life after this," "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of
offence goeth not in fear of punishment neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated
upon him, though his life be prolonged, and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked
Azadbekht, and the youth said,.EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.Look at the
moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my
brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?'
So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare
forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went
forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and
sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and
coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..Haste not to that thou dost desire; for
haste is still unblest, ii. 88..Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I
will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.It is as the jasmine, when it I
espy, ii. 236..Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..Beard of the old he-goat, the
one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the
Month.Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..God
judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and
she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So
she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it
disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from
under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently,
up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were
removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to
Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is
troubled aye..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii.
239..My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn
abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who
were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him
and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he
entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When
he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the
slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all
his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she,
and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh,"
answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from
that place and removed to the wine-chamber..Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city,
for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is
my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space.
On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I
mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the
streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the
coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.Lewdness, The Pious
Woman accused of, ii. 5..Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I
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am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be
the praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect],
hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass
over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered
with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).83. Adi ben Zeid and the
Princess Hind dclxviii.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar
and the Sixteen, ii. 117..23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.81. The Foolish
Schoolmaster dclxvi.Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in
to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did
homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's
son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted
them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was
grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she
should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by
his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat,
severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light
matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace
and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..Were not the darkness still
in gender masculine, iii. 193..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is:
it seeketh me to slay..? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..STORY OF
THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my
youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream,
as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a
woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I
set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me
friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should
depart and depart with them..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing
goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her
describers in the following verses:.David and Solomon, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God
had created nought else whereat to jeer?".Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that
spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid
was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father
El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi
insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the
river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into
the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of
Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him,
The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.Accordingly, the servant carried
this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the
servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the
drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee
to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from
her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in
fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world.
Amen.".There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had
vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When
she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour
with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon
her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade
the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So
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the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him
and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him
with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice
thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..Khorassan, his
Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..19. The
Sparrow and the Peacock clii.?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36)
started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out,
running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And
I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and
the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..Journeyman and the
Girl, The, ii. 17..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's
challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead
in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining
from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and]
whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at
Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be
sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a
mountain..150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.Then came her brother to him and said, "O
Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will
have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God
assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls
and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?"
And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden,
as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?"
And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I
entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".When she had made an end of her
song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him,
'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my
dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very
day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of
womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget
me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made
a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in
Marriage to the, i. 247..This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more
extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story
and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following
day..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led
to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he
drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city,
and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted
down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.'
And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and
what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and
now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know
not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that
they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..When
they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when
she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might
continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry
her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and
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when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis
and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed
them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the
realm..So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is
worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk
laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and
purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said
the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,'
answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the
merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant,
'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my
head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old
man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight,
perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth
waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had
strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came,
when I arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I
accompanied him to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat
and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I
was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was
locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.When I
entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all
the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall,
considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a
hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day,
[as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if
I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to
the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me,
"Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a
slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the
house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When
her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit
and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that which she had done and
said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee return not to the like of this
fashion." Then she swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she
took the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas
and acquaint him with that wherein I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried
them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to him and gave him the napkin and
that which was therein, and when he opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his vexation was excessive and his
eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are
still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me consent..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the
King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the
Barber dccclxvii.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came
with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed
him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and
largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.To return to El Abbas, when he alighted
from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask
and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the
thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood
watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it
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thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the
money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred
dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas
his possession..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story
dccccxxxix.O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin,
(165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses]
upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said,
"What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it."
And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander
of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off
my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade
him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and
filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my
unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away,
saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..? ? ? ? ? O thou my
inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save
in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he
spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than
that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and
whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king,"
answered the youth,.Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230.
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