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When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to
him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the
pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife
and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the
like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand
exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.146. The Lovers of
Bassora dcxciii.? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..Sharpers who
cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..When
the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day
draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".?OF
DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my
reliance in good and evil cheer..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year,
till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him,
behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them
and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and
drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and
said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he
ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they
came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was
seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the
tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side,
fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.So
the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered
she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not
turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a
serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and
love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again
betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him
what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..Wife and the Learned Man,
Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to
hear..Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch
that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so
haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in
the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she,
"Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden
[the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said,
"This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O
Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33)
Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following
verses:.Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead
with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn
with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine
eyes bewitching thou didst smite..The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the present "Tales from the Arabic"
have now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of the original
work and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a comparison of
which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ from one another, together with the manner
in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the stories occurring
only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on which it is begun..? ?
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? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..Now Ishac had returned to his house upon
an occasion that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the
world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and
he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found
her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord,
tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy
slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee
not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in
beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my
lord.'.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for
beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and
there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with
moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..? ? ? ? ? The road of right
thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek
in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..To return to
the king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and
he let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and
wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but
saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him;
destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for
thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the
affair was forgotten..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier,
sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your
strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor
Man dclvi.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..Then he went to
fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth
thee to be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now
thou hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon
it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee
this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit
thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him.."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him;
what is he?" iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of
contentment regale..Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending
her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So
she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I
desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent
back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this
earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but
on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I
may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion
unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her
honour..? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).? ? ? ? ? My friends
have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be,
without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.? ? ? ? ? If with her
cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..Quintessence of Things, The King
who knew the, i. 230..The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth
hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet;
but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which
when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the
headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii.
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172..55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts
roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and
eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that
wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had
betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and
parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King
Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two
own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee
and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in
the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and
awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and
[danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator
of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".10. The
Enchanted Horse ccxlir.It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time]
resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter,
till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for
them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days;
yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have
I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a
poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47)
praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?"
asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he
said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted
the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did
obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently
to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and
largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they
watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male
child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..Then he dealt the boy a cuff
and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode naked, with his yard and his arse exposed, and danced among the
slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they [well-nigh] died of laughing at him and the Khalif swooned away
for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with
laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest my mother and slewest the sheikhs and
the Imam of the Mosque!".? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in
them whilere!.Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and
flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers
aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he
told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he
acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the
prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his
own palace, together with an allowance for his living..19. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn cclxxxvi.148. The Lovers of
Medina dcxcvi.Then she arose and returned to her chamber..The Tenth Night of the Month..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth
Officer's Story dccccxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down
without relent..Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he
misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I
will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and
thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that
she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had
witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then
they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..All those who were present
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laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh
himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then
all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and
bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked
in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than
it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God
the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and
Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of
their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate
and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her
their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So
he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart,"
quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and
the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on
their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day
and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the
prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When
the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as
they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother.
When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the
prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..? ? ? ? ? Rail not
at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's
vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to
thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he
who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke
sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and
jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one
who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet
el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king
thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next
night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in
the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed
thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if
thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay,
but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he
bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..64. Haroun er Reshid and the
Three Girls dcli.El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose
and flame (216) in hue..She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!"
Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed
thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known
that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man
without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..Rich Man who gave his Fair
Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in
dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw
her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I
slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst
thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied,
"I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful
[Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and
go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the
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kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than
thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky
insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God
curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..Then she took leave of the princess and
veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the
thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the
noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young
Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water?
Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading
her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with
the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..When the king heard this, he bowed [his
head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of
every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud
cccxli.To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she
rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she
refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and
said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to
deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein
her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.Things, The King who knew
the Quintessence of, i. 239.14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.? ? ? ? ? a.
The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..After that I
tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and
covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there
came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day
[after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled
at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.On the morrow,
she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the
message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had
enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew
drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another,
and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw
them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the
old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers
with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet
el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch
ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their
eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their breath..Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof,
Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth
to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour]
to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils."
However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no
need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of
might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.26. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..'Thou
liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them
to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and
that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history
from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that
which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and
upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion
with] his wife and children..? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good
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inclined..The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes;
she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About
her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the
moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom
she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the
earth before her..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..The Fourteenth Night of
the Month..? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..[On this wise he abode a
pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted
down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth,
according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and
setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he
might claim..So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to
him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name
and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and
whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the
Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she
hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba,
whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine
enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.? ? ? ? ? I wander
seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".4. The Three Apples lxix.Khorassan, his
Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..So the merchant went forth, afflicted, sorrowful, weeping, [and wandered on along the
sea-shore], till he came to a sort of divers diving in the sea for pearls. They saw him weeping and mourning and said to him, 'What is thy case and
what maketh thee weep?' So he acquainted them with his history, from first to last, whereby they knew him and said to him, 'Art thou [such an one]
son of such an one?' 'Yes,' answered he; whereupon they condoled with him and wept sore for him and said to him, 'Abide here till we dive for thy
luck this next time and whatsoever betideth us shall be between us and thee.' Accordingly, they dived and brought up ten oysters, in each two great
pearls; whereat they marvelled and said to him, 'By Allah, thy luck hath returned and thy good star is in the ascendant!' Then they gave him ten
pearls and said to him, 'Sell two of them and make them thy capital [whereon to trade]; and hide the rest against the time of thy straitness.' So he
took them, joyful and contented, and addressed himself to sew eight of them in his gown, keeping the two others in his mouth; but a thief saw him
and went and advertised his mates of him; whereupon they gathered together upon him and took his gown and departed from him. When they were
gone away, he arose, saying, 'These two pearls [in my mouth] will suffice me,' and made for the [nearest] city, where he brought out the pearls [and
repairing to the jewel- market, gave them to the broker], that he might sell them..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto
concealment's ways still would she turn aside..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.Then he went
away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the
singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the
rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the
house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I
suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they
abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night
in his lodging..When his father saw the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand
dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High,
and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and
nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon
him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his
sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld
him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft;
indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his
describers in the following verses:.When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O
king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the
king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life
remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce
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hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the
midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered,
saying, "O king, they tell that.? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still
my case bewray..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me
acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur
and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And
Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the
cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the
story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.?
? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.The First Day..53. Abou
Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.128. The Ferryman of the Nile and the Hermit cccclxxix.Then her case changed and
her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and
drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and
betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her
eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the
bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".? ? ? ? ? i.
King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were
decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail.
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