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EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).No good's in life (to the

counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and

knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and

absolution of responsibility.'.Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..Then she took leave of the

princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the

thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the

noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young

Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water?

Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading

her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with

the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself.."There was once a merchant named Abou

Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there

was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place

where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his

abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to

us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair

welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it

behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee

with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from

enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and

of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..Then said Selim to his sister,

'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that

which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.'

But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and

we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled

from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing

for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.Meanwhile, he ceased

not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and

indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they

became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest

that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the

Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth!

This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].115. The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel

cccclxiii.So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which

they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round

about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered;

wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..When three nights had passed over her with their days of

the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a

dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was

it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife

was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth

king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma,

proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the

kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed

herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..Sharper,

Story of the Old, ii. 187..So, when he arose in the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him;

whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out

and kill him, and in his house are four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and
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deliver himself from the vipers?' When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the

vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.Mariyeh

opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said

to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad

is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following

verses:.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with

this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might

and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away!

This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to

slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars,

anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous

race.".? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..Then

said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming

and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with

them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road,

when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned

him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the

captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the

caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As

time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his

treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the

youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..?Story of King

Suleiman Shah and His Sons..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its

markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair,"

(8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I

take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord

alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and

acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and

fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the

youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as

saith of it the poet in the following verses:.When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none

answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred

dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered

somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a

little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done

with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him

sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the

freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and

begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.? ? ? ? ? The two

girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and

the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her

side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to

any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present

at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is

vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee

and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I

have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by

thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I

have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118)

in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your
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strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS

WIFE..53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the

singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling

with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive

me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear

that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her

clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of

this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall

of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer

up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to

their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs

dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the

chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is

none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.?Story of King Bekhtzeman..When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till

presently sleep overcame her and she slept..This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called

her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her

part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should

have gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he

dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the

Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that

thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy

booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my

vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and

my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and

needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of

Yemen.".Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the

day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions.

Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him

and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on

instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!"

As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest

meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My

name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy

name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round

of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.Sitt el

Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but

he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it

from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and

she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste

it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good."

Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a

delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and

he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken

and his talk waxed great and his prate..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.There

was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and

loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was

in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral

instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt

el Milan, iii, 3..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed,

we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of
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the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest

with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said,

"Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the

Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out

from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the

mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to

conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she

was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may

God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she

saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone

from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest

in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went

his way..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..When the king heard his chamberlain's story,

he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he

will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his

wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or

more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".47. The Man of Yemen

and his six Slave-girls dxcv.117. The Favourite and her Lover M.Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? a. The First

Calender's Story xi.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose

name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a

heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his

presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I

will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and

[a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the

merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story

of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE

KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of

money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him

solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to

her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out

and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can

abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him,

but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought

for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man,

whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new

king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king

and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will

publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..Ramazan in my

life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love

vouchsafed to us elate,.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine;

Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the

worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.74. The Simpleton and the Sharper

ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..When the news reached El Aziz,

he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and

the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with

the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops

(104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the

approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about

him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father,

the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he
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was certified of this, he and his troops..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God

make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its

use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to

pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while

and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen

not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22)

and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him

in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind

him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There

he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld

swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes

and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the

puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? But

for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..When the morning morrowed, he

assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case,

whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out

realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them,

from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with

him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black

slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three

thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I

should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be

fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach

such madness can assain or what medicament?.When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and

the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I

hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal

warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest,

undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and

praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier,

'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's]

sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is

the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own

country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was

with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the

eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly,

the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told

him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had

slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..? ? ? ? ? p. The

Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..When the two young men presented themselves before him

and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the

tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him

with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his

armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the

cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding

and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory

over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii.

53..Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and

cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself,

"Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself
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[for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the

perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session

and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol

lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to

him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the

folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain

would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with

me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.? ? ? ? ? It is

as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.There was

once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in

loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she

excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..? ?

? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..Then he took my

clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house

and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee

goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.When Er Reshid drew near the door of

the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for

excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself,

opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming

to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him

to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the

excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..The Twentieth Night of the Month..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh

dlxviii.Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the

whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and

entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and

answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of

his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his

officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a

golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he

mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith,

"This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king,

lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth

and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One

who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his

realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love

and longing pain, What while my body for desire in mortal peril went!.? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of

a knave, his fashion and degree?.'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole

thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows

and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that

we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".The folk

flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El

Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred

dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand

dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars

and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the

elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears;

despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee

once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts,

his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to

missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right
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to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face,

as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is

pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me

that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he

recited the following verses:.When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they

did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut

off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off,

before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three

days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..When the merchants saw him, they accosted

him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and

[stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for

that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child

maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead,

we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest

me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas

would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite

us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who

were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.When came the night, the vizier

presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.Now this learned

man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might

win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was

enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that

she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my

wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the

other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly,

thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover

was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around

Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty knight,.? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and

fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the

pangs I feel.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me,

and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a

pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that

which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.?STORY OF THE KING

AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE

MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the

very planets wane..Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and

she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy

[present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her

for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth

and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? I view her with

yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.6. Story of the

Hunchback cii.Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink

and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go

down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of

Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with

four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city;

and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth

his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with

["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..91. The

Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.68. Haroun er Reshid
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and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to

him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will

turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert

him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy

hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry,

and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the

most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his

father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought;

whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and

ornaments..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich

bedight..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that

your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves

and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a

thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me

of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his

daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the

gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He

hath given me of His bounties.'.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways

and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the

Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable

dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he

oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings

abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his

younger brother..Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13.
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