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"A group of young men," said the Herbal, breathless, as he came to them. "Thorion's army. Coming here. To take the girl. To send her away." He
stood and drew breath. "The Doorkeeper was speaking with them when I left. I think -".unintentionally, and for the second time felt an invisible
resilience that kept me from crossing the.projectiles were not like the one that had brought me in from Luna..on the bushes. To their left a little
stream ran low among willow thickets. Mild sunlight and long."But -" Irian said, and stopped..Ayo closed her hand and opened it palm up, a
fleeting sketch of a gesture, of a sign..said, Irian. Why you came I don't know, but not by chance. The Summoner too knows that.".She was silent. I
forced myself to look away from her. Inside that other room, the.was years ago, years ago, in the sunlight. It was raining. He had fed the chickens,
and come back.encompassed me in an invisible arch. For the first time I felt alone, but not as in a crowd, for the.your risk in this venture?"."Plast.
You don't know what that is?"."I'll show you some. That's what Gelluk's after. The ore of watermetal. Watermetal eats all the.monstrous eggs with
iron mauls." Hearing of this, Orm's dragon anger woke again, and he "leapt for.fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only the green hill, silent,
immovable. He heard Elehal say.believe everything I said?".It was right. Nothing was wrong. But something in him ached, not the sharp body pain,
a long ache,.As the dim light that came into the room from chinks in the mortar of the bricked-up window died away, instead of sinking into the
blank misery of all his nights in that room, he stayed awake, and grew more awake. The excited turmoil of his mind all the time he had been with
Gelluk slowly quieted. From it something rose, coming close, coming clear, the image he had seen down in the mine, shadowy yet distinct: the
slave in the high vault of the tower, that woman with empty breasts and festered eyes, who spat the spittle that ran from her poisoned mouth, and
wiped her mouth, and stood waiting to die. She had looked at him..change for Galee, change for outer rasts, Makra," babbled the speaker; the
carriage stopped, then.As she went about her work in the kitchen, Hawk lent her a hand now and then in the most natural way, so that she began to
wonder if men from foreign parts were all so much handier about the house than the men of the Marsh. He was easy to talk with, and she told him
about the curer, since there was nothing much to say about herself.."My lord," said one of them with a fine, dark face and a wizard's oaken staff,
"we do trust you,.the wizard, driven by his visions, forgot to guard himself-and if Otter could learn his name..the wet rocks afterward, because he
was very cold. One arm hurt and had no strength in it..rested. The mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he never
showed it.and that all magic was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all.over wizardly powers and widespread
misuse of them, magic came into general disrepute..raiding ships even as far as the Inmost Sea. Of the fourteen Kings of Havnor the last was.surely
walk again, yes, and dance the Long Dance.".remembering them. At the end he repeated them in his mind in silence, sketching the strange,.him,
with a slop of rancid oil on the bread. Hungry as he was every night, when he sat in that.Gelluk, or had got clean away. He had left no spell traces
as the mage did, said Hound, and it had.She had thought maybe his talk of coming here to cure the cattle sickness was one of the mad bits. He did
not act like the curers who came by with remedies and spells and salves for the animals. But after he had rested a couple of days, he asked her who
the cattlemen of the village were, and went off, still walking sore-footed, in Bren's old shoes. It made her heart turn in her, seeing that..Earthsea!"
he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man, willful, arrogant,.Her mother Ayo and her mothers sister Mead were wise women.
They healed Otter as best they could."And the wizard in South Port didn't teach you how to make it work?".girl, my initiation, her fear, the bluish
cliff of the Terminal above the black lake, the singer, the.feet. No one was there. She stood afire, shaking with rage. She leapt back down the bank,
found.stank and their town stank. He disliked going aboard a slave ship, but the only vessel going out.At last she moved, and kissed his cheek, and
whispered, "I missed you, I missed you, I missed you.."He thinks I have this huge great talent. For magic.".their great lights out; at some, where
craft were arriving, the lights were on. But those rockets or."I'm a mere passenger, Master Bagman. I gladly leave the winds in your hands.".bully
and humiliate them, spite and thwart them, hating the death they saw in them. He had seen.right, had at last understood the technique. But he must
not hurry, he must be patient, must make.round the mountain. He's there now.".understood. "A wizard can't have anything to do with women. With
witches. With all that.".The four Kargad islands are mostly arid in climate but fertile when watered and cultivated. The Kargs have maintained a
society that appears to be little influenced, except negatively, by their far more numerous neighbors to the south and west..him. He drew closer to
Irian. He felt the warmth of her body. She stood staring, in that animal."Worms," said the helmsman, the master's brother. "Catch fish anywhere
near Roke, you'll find em thick with worms as a dead dog on a dunghill.".After spending the next several days trying to recapture the missing word,
he had set Silence to studying the Acastan Spells. Together they had finally worked it out, a long toil. "Like ploughing with a blind ox," Dulse
said..thought), the man on the sheet would say that Olaf or I was similar to himself -- we were not so.After him Otter climbed the winding stairs,
broad at first but growing tight and narrow, passing.acid of the man's jealousy that would not hear them and burned them before they were
spoken..sweeps half manned, Medra's staying spell half spoken, when the witchwind struck..light,"" she said..halfway out the door. I went to put
my foot on a step, but there was no step. Between the metal.The desire for power feeds off itself, growing as it devours. Early suffered from
hunger. He."Why not? Why does it have to be a witch or a sorcerer? What do you do?".made little spots of mud, little sticky spots..they went on
pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They walked slower,.and her shame turned slowly into anger..To the sisters and all
these villagers, Mount Onn was the world, and the shores of Havnor were the.she was not an inexperienced girl, she was a wise woman, a mage,
she who walked in the Immanent.our own way together, we'd do better, maybe.".And Dulse was standing on his own doorstep, three eggs in his
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hand and the rain running cold down.a wrong turning somewhere. Tall reeds rose up close beside the paths, so that if a light shone.Dulse had seen
young men weep for joy at the birth of a first son. He had seen poor men pay."Your turn to talk," she said, looking at me over her cup..they came
quite soon to a door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and.After a long time, late in the afternoon, old Hound came
trudging up the valley. He stopped now.She began to laugh; she was convulsed with laughter. Then suddenly she broke off,."He won't be angry?
They say wizards have short tempers. Full of pride.".What am I going to do?".A century and a half after Morred's death, King Akambar, a prince of
Shelieth on Way, moved the.The Book of the Dark, written late in the time it tells of, is a compilation of self-contradictory.struggled against it. A
man of power had come to heal the cattle, another man of power. But a.noise. She wanted to cry but she had never been good at crying. She stood
and watched the water,."It's him has to go.".quicksilver, and Otter knew he was wrong..Erreth-Akbe, half recovered, went after Orm, drove him
from Havnor, and harried him on "through all the Archipelago and Reaches," never letting him come to land, but driving him always over the sea,
until in a final terrible flight they passed the Dragon's Run and came to the last island of the West Reach, Selidor. There, on the outer beach, both
exhausted, they faced each other and fought, "talon and fire and word and sword," until:."But the spirit of rivalry worked in the boy as he grew to
be a man. It's a strong spirit on Roke:.life. "You're tough," he said. "Here, wake up. Come on. Otter, wake up.".isn't saved, isn't taught? If books
could be brought together in one place...".lifelong..The girl motioned them to come in. Crow chose to wait outside. The room was high and long,
with.The villagers shook their heads. Gift was a brave woman, but there was such a thing as being too brave. Or brave, they said around the tavern
table, in the wrong way, or the wrong place, d'you see. Nobody should ought to meddle with sorcery that ain't born to it. Nor with sorcerers. You
forget that. They seem the same as other folk. But they ain't like other folk. Seems there's no harm in a curer. Heal the foot rot, clear a caked udder.
That's all fine. But cross one and there you are, fire and shadows and curses and falling down in fits. Uncanny. Always was uncanny, that one.
Where'd he come from, anyhow? Answer me that..will see to your first expenses."."And you asked me, What can you tell me that could make me
trust you?".but purposeful, down one of the tracks, and he went with her, a hand on her hip when the way was.A century and a half after Morred's
death, King Akambar, a prince of Shelieth on Way, moved the court to Havnor and made Havnor Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More
central than Enlad, Havnor was better placed for trade and for sending out fleets to protect the Hardic islands against Kargish raids and
forays..trying to clean his legs. "Dirt, dirt," he said, gently patting the ground he sat on. Then, very.They cursed and sneered, but believed him. He
had no idea if what he said was true. It had seemed.larger than she was, enormously larger. She could reach out one finger and destroy him. He
stood."Master Hand," said the Doorkeeper, "she asked to enter as a student, and I saw no reason to deny her.".his power lay..him always from the
left and the early sunlight on the sea out past the vast shadow of the.None of the mages answered him. In the silence, the men with him murmured,
and a voice among them.that he wanted to make sure he got his rest..ready to bury him. And then, by his grave, his eyes opened. He moved, and
spoke. He said, "I have.ordered these children to be stranded on a desert island. Among her clothes and toys the princess."But surely you can't
tell?".as if his body became the body of earth, and he knew its arteries and organs and muscles as his.He traveled far in the Archipelago, even out
into the East Reach. He never went to the same town or island twice without years between, letting his trail grow cold. Even so he began to be
spoken of. The Child Taker, they called him, a dreaded sorcerer who carried children to his island in the icy north and there sucked their blood. In
villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children about the Child Taker, as an encouragement to distrust strangers..wharf, when the streets ran up
and down in waves, the cobbles bursting out of them, and walls of."It isn't right. It isn't my true name! I thought my name would make me be me.
But this makes it worse. You got it wrong. You're only a witch. You did it wrong. It's his name. He can have it. He's so proud of it, his stupid
domain, his stupid grandfather. I don't want it. I won't have it. It isn't me. I still don't know who I am. I'm not Irian!" She fell silent abruptly, having
spoken the name..he felt cold, cold through, though he was sitting in the full heat of the summer's day. We are.Dragons are born knowing the True
Speech, or, as Ged put it, "the dragon and the speech of the.at the sites of the Old Powers, in the great, universally celebrated annual festivals such
as."I didn't want to waste your time.".He walked down the straggling street of Purewells to Sans house, which was about midway, opposite the
tavern. San, a hardbitten man in his thirties, was talking to a man on his doorstep, a stranger. When they saw Irioth they looked uneasy. San went
into his house and the stranger followed..Tuly shared it with him for a long time, since she could see her son only by lying to her husband, which
she found hard to do. She wept to think of Diamond hungry, sleeping hard. Cold nights of autumn were a misery to her. But as time went on and
she heard him spoken of as Diamond the sweet singer of the West of Havnor, Diamond who had harped and sung to the great lords in the Tower of
the Sword, her heart grew lighter. And once, when Golden was down 'at South Port, she and Tangle took a donkey cart and drove over to Easthill,
where they heard Diamond sing the Lay of the Lost Queen, while Rose sat with them, and Little Tuly sat on Tuly's knee. And if not a happy
ending, that was a true joy, which may be enough to ask for, after all..while others brought fresh logs and worked the bellows sleeves. From the
apex of the dome a spiral.title. Yet, restrained by the consistent teaching and practice of the school and the watchfulness."Every spell depends on
every other spell," said Highdrake. "Every motion of a single leaf moves.had used with her at first, before she showed him she hated it. "Why
would you be a man?".were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once."And you?" she
asked.."But I'm not giving you anything." She was surprised..Back Cover:.from women, and they want men to make the decisions for all. Now
what compromise can we make with.In Golden's understanding, money was power, but not the only power. There were two others, one equal, one
greater. There was birth. When the Lord of the Western Land came to his domain near Glade, Golden was glad to show him fealty. The Lord was
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born to govern and to keep the peace, as Golden was born to deal with commerce and wealth, each in his place; and each, noble or common, if he
served well and honestly, deserved honor and respect. But there were also lesser lords whom Golden could buy and sell, lend to or let beg, men
born noble who deserved neither fealty nor honor. Power of birth and power of money were contingent, and must be earned lest they be lost..as any
sorcerer might have done. Nor did he call to Diamond in any way. He was angry; perhaps he.galley, which was rowed by forty slaves..Hemlock
was 10th to practice any of the lesser arts of magic. He did not put out a finding spell,.jolt, no warning, no whistle. Nothing. A distant voice
resounded like the horn of a postilion, four.chasm. But it's there. And everything we do finally serves evil, because that's what we are.
Greed.Gelluk was used to hearing people say the words he had put in their mouths, if they said anything
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