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Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he

returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl

open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay

thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and

another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and

obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..Presently, the princess turned to her maid

and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate and drank

[and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my

father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of

His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well

counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited the

following verses:.Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all

strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait.

When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have

whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted

yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king

of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to

go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded

thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a

foreordained (61) decree." (62).? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch

the weary night!.Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels,

whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and

grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her

and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.On this wise he abode a

space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed

himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he

entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes.

Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of

him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness

and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his

chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted

him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee

company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer

with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their

drought..The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my

daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had

notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated

herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said,

'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch

over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his

hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he

spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou

speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and

when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.? ? ? ? ? You

swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for

haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.Then the queen entered the

palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her

bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure
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thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for

the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and

sang the following verses:.70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..So

the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took

this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which

had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a

goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion

and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the

draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.There was once a man who was exceeding

cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the

gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of

the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about

seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to

rue..? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..Patience, Of the Advantages of, i.

89..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted

him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the

head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth

is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was

changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had

gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut

the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy

chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..The draper answered with

"Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the deputy's presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and]

somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At break of day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked

and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about him and all who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying

even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the

police, cried out and complained and made a show of distraction.."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a

great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of

me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which

spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth

evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the

youth,.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways,

the children of the tent. (87).On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the

Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi

Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans

and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the

Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to

Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and

they sought him there and found him not..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and

said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and

changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of

fortune fair, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to

friend..? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope

draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had counselled King Dadbin

[not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and said to him,

"The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man is still requited

according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know, therefore, O king,"

continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the issue of his affair. And

I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over enemies and enviers.".? ?

? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.When he had made an end of his verses, he
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folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but

Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for

that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the

cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse;

whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house

of El Abbas..The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the present "Tales from the Arabic" have now before them a

complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have,

therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a comparison of which will show

the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ from one another, together with the manner in which the

various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the stories occurring only in the

Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on which it is begun..92. The

Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..Officer's Story,

The Tenth, ii. 172..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the

pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he

should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to

his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were

prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her

and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way

unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL

SITT EL MILAH. (1).Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.Haste not to that thou dost

desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.When she had made an end of her song and laid down the

lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not

that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a

danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to

the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah,

Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied,

saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of

this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and

courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.Selma, Selim and, ii.

81..After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then

the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they

answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye,

your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had

died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and

deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long

grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof

their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel

therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with

merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of

them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will

exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not

suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that

island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to

other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.Look at

the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ?

g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of

patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so

he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot

iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon

and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack
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of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman

who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to

death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".When the poor man

heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor,"

added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors

dxciii.Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his

horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee

kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I

will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not

ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and

than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman

took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons.

Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and

assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was

king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon

the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's

wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk

flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook

himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been

released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him

into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a

by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from

all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But

yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El

Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and

his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall

have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be

feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is

that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.'

Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this,

his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him.

It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to my bosom and

embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and went forth,

intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him to his

house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent

till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin

and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was

like to depart my body on account of the tryst..The First Day..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young

merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and

drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them;

whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most

delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a

bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and

said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of

money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..I marvelled at her words and said to

her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to

do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would

fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then

said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el

Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see
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me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and I

will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night

overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night Presently I saw

this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to thee with all

assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care of her till

morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the morning.'

Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my

desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.The Third

Night of the Month.Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she

looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew

what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass,

wrote the following verses:.A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..When the king heard this story, he said in himself,

"Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of]

my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath

endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of

wont..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for food;

whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues,

and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats

and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing about

the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How

loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of

him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of

the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the

eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ?

No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt

cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.? ? ?

? ? Peace on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..? ? ? ? ? And eye that

knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND

THE WOMAN..On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came

with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed

him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and

largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his

day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one

of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the

tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at

the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode

confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy

thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and

when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..117. The

Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.When

King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to

know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we

seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were

brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his

brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire

nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no

desire for the kingship.".25. The City of Brass cccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its

brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to

Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and

when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the
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baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor

was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of

those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone

forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his

servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..? ? ? ? ?

For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..Singer and the Druggist, The, i.

229..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might

rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus

engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost

thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink

and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest

whereof I am going about.'.When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her

equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace,

till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and

acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he

had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch

what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and

all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the

victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast

stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe?

I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.Presently, up

came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that

I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know

not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I

know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice,

for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man,

and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was

appeased. (60).6. Story of the Hunchback cii.The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O

king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is

firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew

that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he

appointed to him [fresh] allowances..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the

dawn-whitened air..When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he

turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my

empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and

each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words

might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and

take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king

delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made

proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..Then El Abbas took leave of the king

and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He

chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour

changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his

secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my

lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation

befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn

[and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A

chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy

presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..El Abbas went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the

chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him,
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"Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with

rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered

the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the

king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters

of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a

poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to

him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that

day.".? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid

dlxviii.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I

view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii.

258..So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long

[is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and

take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook

himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him

with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some

one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came

to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the

other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus

he did] till the end of the night.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's

wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's

head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of

lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with

the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of

the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan

to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the

apartment lighted and the girls singing..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of

surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of

her describers in the following verses:.The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted

of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to

my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but

when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the

fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my

husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the

boughs it flowered forth and grew,.Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from

the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword

shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit;

whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere

Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet],

whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left,

till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of

him.".4. The Three Apples xix.When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and

they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we

are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is

thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may

be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young

treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?"
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