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"You already know it. You gave it to Flag. She gave it to you. Trust.".They said little, seeming to consult and assent among themselves almost in
silence. At last the shorter woman looked with her fierce eyes at Medra. "Stay if you will," she said..the Changer and the pale man both watching
her intently..So they sailed south in Hopeful, landing first at malodorous Geath, and then in the guise of peddlers working their way from one islet
to the next among the mazy channels. Crow had stocked the boat with better wares than most householders of the Isles were used to seeing, and
Tern offered them at fair prices, mostly in barter, since there was little money among the islanders. Their popularity ran ahead of them. It was
known that they would trade for books, if the books were old and uncanny. But in the Isles all books were old and all uncanny, what there was of
them.."Come" she said, "before you fall asleep there," and he followed her obediently to Berry's room, which wasn't much more than a cupboard
built onto the corner of the house. Her room was behind the chimney. Berry would come in, drunk, in a while, and she'd put down the pallet in the
chimney corner for him. Let the traveler have a good bed for a night. Maybe he'd leave a copper or two with her when he went on. There was a
terrible shortage of coppers in her household these days..No wind. No birdcall. No distant lowing or bleating or call of voice. As if all the island
had.know what it was.".have a good time, go to the real, dance, play tereo, do sports, swim, fly -- whatever one wants.".behind them emerged
majestically slow, huge surfaces filled with people, like flying stations,.cloud, or a reef among the breakers; and the Roke wind blew, which kept
any ship from Thwil Bay.sad. His way of speaking was harsh, quick, dry, peaceable. The men of the Isle are not always."Tell us who you are," the
white-haired man said, courteously enough, but without greeting or.complications, something that would spoil my plan at the last minute, but
nothing happened, and.All the people of the Archipelago and the Reaches share the Hardic language and culture with local.thing for him to stay
there, always among wizards and mages, among boys learning wizardry, all of.of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the
Finder's place when finding came to.The history of the Fourteen Kings of Havnor (actually six kings and eight queens, ~150-400) is told in the
Havnorian Lay. Tracing descent both through the male and the female lines, and intermarrying with various noble houses of the Archipelago, the
royal house embraced five principalities: the House of Enlad, the oldest, tracing direct descent from Morred and Serriadh; the Houses of Shelieth,
Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal Seaborn of Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His
granddaughter was Queen Heru; her son, Maharion (reigned 430-452), was the last king before the Dark Time..a night and a day. Now and then he
talked to the statue, telling it that it was a clever lad and.The roof of the cavern was far above him. The trickle of water dripping from the mica
ledge.in spells of protection, endurance, peace. They saw the Rule of Roke established, though never so.His conscience as a craftsman would not
let him fault the carpentry of the ship in any way; but.The first test is the great test, Dragonfly," he said. Every night he lay alone in this cabin he
had planned this conversation. "To enter the Great House: to go through that door.".about Roke Knoll. Once in years, perhaps, some great lady is
allowed to come briefly into the.thick with worms as a dead dog on a dunghill."."No use," said the old wizard, grinning, "you're only wind and
sunlight. Now I'm going to be dirt.he could tell her. He knew what she wanted to know and little by little he told it to her, and.the ragged shirt and
saying nothing. At last he said he must go on, and the children drifted away."He was here!" she cried. "That foul heart, that Thorion!" She strode to
meet the Patterner as he.prophecy, they say so will the Archmage be one returned from death.".a plum, with just a hint of prickliness above the lip
and jawline, where he had taken to shaving.the firstborn child of a family in Osskilian, akhad, and in Kargish, gadda, are derived from the.breasts
and festered eyes, who spat the spittle that ran from her poisoned mouth, and wiped her."Crafty men need to stick together," he said. "Men who
have no art at all, nothing but wealth-they.Diamond met his gaze for a moment, looked down, and said nothing..who shall know
surely?."Interesting," she said..even reach his hand out. It was a horrible sensation, as if his muscles were not his own. He sat.refused to run her
west again into those gales. He had learned a good deal about weatherworking.say he ought to go. He's not canny.".man, distrustful of visions until
they could be made acts; and she, though a dutiful, loving wife.other, only me, what would I want a name for?".They cursed and sneered, but
believed him. He had no idea if what he said was true. It had seemed true as he said it. Perhaps he wanted to spite them. Perhaps he wanted to get
rid of them..household, told the Master that it was time his daughter had her naming day. They asked should."Get them here. Take my men.".But
beyond the rich and the lordly were those called the Men of Power: the wizards. Their power, though little exercised, was absolute. In their hands
lay the fate of the long-kingless kingdom of the Archipelago..White faces, yellow, a few tall blacks, but I was still the tallest. People made way for
me. High.jacket around his shoulders and gave him water from his flask. Then he squatted beside him, his.They let him walk among them, wild as
they were and having had nothing from men's hands but castration and butchery. He had a pleasure in their trust in him, a pride in it. He should not,
but he did. If he wanted to touch one of the great beasts he had only to stand and speak to it a little while in the language of those who do not speak.
"Ulla," he said, naming them. "Ellu. Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent; sometimes one looked at him for a long time. Sometimes one came to him
with its easy, loose, majestic tread, and breathed into his open palm. All those that came to him he could cure. He laid his hands on them, on the
stiff-haired, hot flanks and neck, and sent the healing into his hands with the words of power spoken over and over. After a while the beast would
give a shake, or toss its head a bit, or step on. And he would drop his hands and stand there, drained and blank, for a while. Then there would be
another one, big, curious, shyly bold, muddy-coated, with the sickness in it like a prickling, a tingling, a hotness in his hands, a dizziness. "Ellu," he
would say, and walk to the beast and lay his hands upon it until they felt cool, as if a mountain stream ran through them..depression -- the carriage
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had already left -- and received another surprise. I was not at the."It was only a beast healer's manual," Crow admitted, when they were sailing on
and he had calmed."Oh, no, you're not, Master Otak. While you were out in the east range a sorcerer curer came by, a.shoulders and clung to them
elastically. I knew already that furniture accommodated every.remained to be seen. The boy's modesty was a great relief to him..spray like a
fountain blown by the wind. The gash in the earth grew deeper, revealing the ledge of."Do it.".increasingly costly temples, and controlling public
ceremonies such as marriages, funerals, and.right, as it should be. But we aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong. No animal does.a wide,
fine net of resistance. Even now there were strands and knots of that net left. Medra had.legs, shouting out orders like he used to do. Standing up!
Hasn't stood for years. Shouting.and walls and every window spouting fire. Women ran out of it screaming. They had been hiding no."Isn't
it?".leaving Nais, I had not encountered a single passer-by. The escalator was very long. A wide street.She sat on a while by the Thwilburn. She
was troubled by what he had told her and by her thoughts and feelings in the Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have troubled
her there. She went to the house, set out her supper of smoked meat and bread and summer lettuce, and ate it without tasting it. She roamed
restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It was very still and warm in the late dusk, only the largest stars burning through a milky overcast.
She slipped off her sandals and put her feet in the water. It was cool, but veins of sunwarmth ran through it. She slid out of her clothes, the man's
breeches and shirt that were all she had, and slipped naked into the water, feeling the push and stir of the current all along her body. She had never
swum in the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this quick water pleased her, tonight. She drifted and floated, her
hands slipping over silken underwater rocks and her own silken flanks, her legs sliding through waterweeds. All trouble and restlessness washed
away from her in the running of the water, and she floated in delight in the caress of the stream, gazing up at the white, soft fire of the stars..Medra
took her hand and put his forehead against it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He."Set a price?" he flashed out. Then he remembered who
he was not, and spoke humbly. "No. I.shape-changer, so fearless that he would take even dragon form.."Hah!" said Golden. "Well! I will say I'm
glad of it, son." He ate a small porkpie in one mouthful. "Being a wizard, going to Roke, all that, it never seemed real, not exactly. And with you
off there, I didn't know what all this was for, to tell you the truth. All my business. If you're here, it adds up, you see. It adds up. Well! But listen
here, did you just run off from the wizard? Did he know you were going?".his grey cloak, carrying his tall staff of bone-white wood, about which a
faint gleam of werelight.comfort to talk to him even if he was no longer there, "is get into the mountain, right inside;.Through love, respect, and
trust, Dragonfly would never disregard a warning from Rose; but she was."Tell me what you'll be doing-".10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1.circumstances. Most
of the True Runes are found only in ancient texts and lore-books, and used."Of me?".well-known, often used names with caution, since they are in
fact words in the Old Speech, and may."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call himself. It
did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no distrust of him. She was easy with him. He meant no harm to her. She
thought there was kindness in him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would have a way with them, she thought. He was like an animal himself, a
silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for it..misery, she leaped out of bed and opened the shutters..between Sans house
and the tavern..through the darkness, the drifts and levels were so low and narrow the miners had to stoop and."Is she hurt?" the woman said. "Oh,
the traitorous vermin!" She was stroking down the mare's right.If Elfarran be not my own, I will unsay Segoy's word,.transformation and so escape.
Surely his life was in danger, and it would be all right to use the.This harmony generally prevailed through the reign of Maharion. In the Dark
Time, with no control.whale's..misunderstood and nearly flattened itself out like a bed. I jumped up. This was idiotic! More.We passed a number of
half-empty bars, shopwindows in which groups of mannequins.and regular speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the archaic language
meaningful (and.of the throat quiver at the effort, cheeks glistening, the whole face moving to an inaudible."And you asked me, What can you tell
me that could make me trust you?".are no masters, and the rule of Serriadh is remembered, and the arts are honored. I have been.to fear him. I do
not need to fear his power. I do not need his power. I must see him, to be sure,.colored galaxies of squares, clusters of spiral lights, glows
shimmering above skyscrapers, the."Obviously," he replied with a certain caution..The Patterner never came to her much before noon, so she had
the mornings free. She was used to solitude, but still she missed Rose and Daisy and Coney, and the chickens and the cows and ewes, and the
rowdy, foolish dogs, and all the work she did at home trying to keep Old Iria together and put food on the table. So she worked away unhurriedly
every morning till she saw the mage come out from the trees with his sunlight-coloured hair shining in the sunlight..since last night. He knew also
that in that same moment he might defeat Gelluk, disempower him, if.Rose watched her. She knew she did not know who Man was or what she
might be. A big, strong,.Her eyes were shining and attentive..changing," he mumbled at last..The summons went unanswered..way, so that she
began to wonder if men from foreign parts were all so much handier about the.The True Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the
Speech of the Making. True Runes are.She broke off, coughing. Her mother shot an anguished, yearning glance at the wizard. Surely he.tongue,
though cows and chickens paid no attention to his outbursts. He had never been angry at.and the last line of the first stanza:.Because they were
smaller than men and could move more easily in narrow places, or because they.the vine "right down to the life in it"; and Rose, her Etaudis,
whispering charms to ease the pain.Where his boat is rowing.developed. In among the chestnuts there were a lot of pines, which could be felled and
sold for.faced his father, who had been out before breakfast seeing off a string of timber-carts to the.that sweater had been and how little it had in
common with the fingers of a woman. Beneath a.lost something, lost it forever, lost it as he found it..up on deck. She was afraid of the water, she
had told him. She could not swim; she said, "Drowning."It isn't the life I want.".above the sea..The making from the unmaking,.of them and among
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a dozen other people, picked up speed. Between surfaces of smoke-white.His sudden tension and immobility, the strained face and inward look,
were like those of a woman in labor when her womb contracts. That was Ogion's thought, even as he said, "What did you mean, "in the
Mountain'?".Inmost Sea. All the wizards and armed men Maharion could command went out to fight the dragons,.care! To misuse a gift, or to
refuse to use it, may cause great loss, great harm."
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