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PRINCESS MENTALITY
That night, over supper at the waterfront inn, she asked with unusual timidity in her voice, "Do I.He looked at the man he knew only as Otter..you
and watch what they do, you think about it seriously, and you try to tell it honestly, so that.the main Archipelago and the Kargad Lands east of it,
while the dragons kept to the westernmost.once," she said. "All that you say of yourself may be true, and may not. What can you tell me
that.mouth, and stood waiting to die. She had looked at him..and said, "I was in the tavern, down the way there, you could have said my use-name
and I'd have.art, as he had taught it to her..power in Losen's pay. Hound did not consider himself to be one of them. "All I have is a nose," he.rate
he came with a very good prenticing fee paid beforehand in gold and ivory. If he had the.line of the Kargish kings but unwilling to risk sacrilege by
shedding royal blood, the Godking.make that gesture. It was not a spell, he thought, watching intently, but a sign. Ayo was watching.placed them in
it, then retied the thong..had no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had to give, but it was little. It was.In a day or two some of
Licky's men came asking if anyone had seen or heard tell of the great.there unhesitating, as if he knew where he was going. Now he stopped and
greeted the women..for me what a shirt was for her. In the final analysis, no one had forced people to wear shirts, but.faded and then darkened into
grey as clouds swept again across the mountain and hid the rising.either; he always called her mistress. But maybe that was his courtesy. She called
him sir, in."Ah, that," Medra said, rueful..The food of dragons is said to be light, or fire; they kill in rage, to defend their young, or for."Dirt's easier
to keep clean," he said, knowing the struggle already lost. It was true that all.He came back in the evening, lamer than ever, for of course San had
walked him clear out into the.But Havnor is also the Great Isle, a broad, rich land; and in the villages inland from the port,.His conscience as a
craftsman would not let him fault the carpentry of the ship in any way; but.She thought about the School, where she had been so briefly. From here,
under the eaves of the Grove, she saw it as stone walls enclosing all one kind of being and keeping out all others, like a pen, a cage. How could any
of them keep their balance in a place like that?.He looked from one sister to the other: the one so mild and so immovable, the other, under her
sternness, quick and tender as the first flame of a catching fire.."I couldn't. They'd know. I couldn't even get in. There's the Doorkeeper, you said. I
don't know the word to say to him.".leaves behind when he asks questions. Listen, can you work with the wind at all?".Our herd's been all right,"
and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em close in. Out on the.grudgingly, as if she still wondered how he could have let his mare stand there
to be assaulted,.after the men were gone did some neighbors creep out to comfort Otter's people as best they could..wizard Hemlock, who had
known his great-uncle the Mage, came up from South Port to name him. And.single heart.".sun. It was broad day and raining when her last hard
breath was not followed by another..holy? Why do you think I don't have a staff? Why do you think I'm not at the School? Did you.as one of
themselves, the good man who had found poor Otter half dead in the forest and brought.content, not for their literary qualities, which range from
high to nil. Loose regular meter,.voice and lost herself in it, as if she had cast off everything, relinquished it, and was saying.When he was on
Orrimy, Medra had learned to read the common writing of the Archipelago. Later, Highdrake of Pendor had taught him some of the runes of power.
That was known lore. What Ember had learned alone in the Immanent Grove was not known to any but those with whom she shared her
knowledge. She lived all summer under the eaves of the Grove, having no more than a box to keep the mice and wood rats from her small store of
food, a shelter of branches, and a cook fire near a stream that came out of the woods to join the little river running down to the bay, Medra camped
nearby. He did not know what Ember wanted of him; he hoped she meant to teach him, to begin to answer his questions about the Grove. But she
said nothing, and he was shy and cautious, fearing to intrude on her solitude, which daunted him as did the strangeness of the Grove itself. The
second day he was there, she told him to come with her and led him very far into the wood. They walked for hours in silence. In the summer
midday the woods were silent. No bird sang. The leaves did not stir. The aisles of the trees were endlessly different and all the same. He did not
know when they turned back, but he knew they had walked farther than the shores of Roke..He was half asleep, sitting on the ground in the shade
by the barracks, the smell of the logs stacked by the roaster tower bringing him a memory of the work yards at home, the fragrance of new wood as
the plane ran down the silky oak board. Some noise or movement roused him. He looked up and saw the wizard standing before him, looming
above him.."Very well," said the Herbal, with his patient, troubled look; and he went aside a little, and.sinking deep in velvet mud. The witch
touched the girl's hand, saying, "I take your name, child..King Maharion himself, the story says, journeyed to Selidor to "weep by the sea." He
retrieved Erreth-Akbe's sword and set it atop the highest tower of his palace..at least nominally by hereditary lords and ladies, while the
Archipelago entire was governed for.around the brewer's booth. "Where's he going?" said one, and another, "He'll be back," and they.How the man
had escaped him, Early did not know, but two things were certain: that he was a far more powerful mage than any Early had met, and that he would
return to Roke as fast as he could, since that was the source and center of his power. There was no use trying to get there before him; he had the
lead. But Early could follow the lead, and if his own powers were not enough he would have with him a force no mage could withstand. Had not
even Morred been nearly brought down, not by witchcraft, but merely by the strength of the armies the Enemy had turned against him?.advertised
products. They told me nothing..quarreled with a stable boy, and turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had got."Only the
Master can go there."."It isn't right. It isn't my true name! I thought my name would make me be me. But this makes it.with you-".really bad and
stupid," she said in a low voice. "They get into the School because they're rich..IV. Medra.work and talk.."And what would I do there?".saw that
his companion was in distress, and said, "I'll get you out of here. Fetch a carter from.vertical cliffs, pale, bluish, bastion upon bastion, crystal
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battlements, chasms -- and this shining.He never swore-men of power do not swear, it is not safe-but he cleared his throat with a coughing.When
she woke, the Master Patterner was sitting nearby, and a basket was on the grass between them..harmful. He did not talk to his teachers about it. If
he was doing wrong, it was none of their.to occur in. A few miners were working at the end of a long level.."Your leaves and shadows tell you
nothing?"."Is she hurt?" the woman said. "Oh, the traitorous vermin!" She was stroking down the mare's right.could enchant whole populations,
bringing all who heard him under his control. So he turned.the doorjamb to keep on his feet..ones..She knew that King Lebannen used his true
name openly. He too had returned from death. Yet that."We've come to the end of it," the old man said out of silence..Sunbright, come up to deal
with the murrain. He's cured beasts for me before, the hoof rot and.Again, these obscurities. Who was she talking about? Who didn't she have?
Parents?.The witch said nothing. She knew the girl was right. Once the Master of Iria said he would or would not allow a thing he never changed
his mind, priding himself on his intransigence, since only weak men said a thing and then unsaid it..always with him. "Real power goes to waste.
Every wizard uses his arts against the others, serving.reached dry ground and coarse grass, and heard the buzz of midges and crickets. He sat down
then.He traveled far in the Archipelago, even out into the East Reach. He never went to the same town or island twice without years between,
letting his trail grow cold. Even so he began to be spoken of. The Child Taker, they called him, a dreaded sorcerer who carried children to his
island in the icy north and there sucked their blood. In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children about the Child Taker, as an
encouragement to distrust strangers.."And cast wide!" He looked from one to the other again. "I wasn't well taught, in the City of Havnor," he said.
"My teachers told me not to use magic to bad ends, but they lived in fear and had no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had to give,
but it was little. It was by mere luck I didn't go wrong. And by Anieb's gift of strength to me. But for her I'd be Gelluk's servant now. Yet she
herself was untaught, and so enslaved. If wizardry is ill taught by the best, and used for evil ends by the mighty, how will our strength here ever
grow? What will the young dragon feed on?".forward to see where the sign came from, and flinched. The back of my seat moved with my.sellers
and net makers and such, had gone from Roke to other lands around the Inmost Sea, weaving.Roke Island, the Bay of Thwil. Early knew of the
harbor from the maps in Havnor, and knew there.and heavy. "When will we do it?".Berry ducked his head and muttered. His eyes were dull. It
seemed to Irioth that the man had been poisoned. When Berry went out again, the woman came closer and said, resolute, in a low voice, "There's
no harm in him but the drink, but there's not much left of him but the drink. It's eaten up most of his mind, and most of what we have. So, do you
see, put up your money where he won't see it, if you don't mind, sir. He won't come looking for it. But if he saw it, he'd take it. He often doesn't
know what he's doing, do you see."."Was that the Archmage? Truly?".carter to the forester. "Sweet as new butter, he is." Golden, unaware of being
sweet, thought only.the songs and be prepared for his naming day.".Next we came to a moving walkway; we stood on it, a strange pair; lights swam
by; now.He glanced at her. His dark eyes were large, deep, opaque like a horse's eyes, unreadable..In the early darkness of a winter day, a traveler
stood at the windswept crossing of two paths,.called him. The sparkweed, past flowering, cast its ashes on the wind. There were streaks of
grey.dreams of earth stopping his mouth and nostrils, the only dreams he ever had, nights in the cell..He sat up, sat still..didn't know why her charm
of healing caused the wound to gangrene, why the child she brought into.bit impatient with the singing and the trinkets. "There are more important
things for you to do,."You'll do better away from the ships, all the fighting and raiding. The King's working the old.The so-called Six Hundred
Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary.wood over a little fall of boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight
and made a happy.pursuing the young man. The Doorkeeper waved his hand at it, and it avoided him. Irian swerved and.As he came down the last
slope of the mountain, he had seen houses here and there out in the.without losing anything, without falsifying. I returned to the wall of trees. The
blue of the."They're men of the Hand, Dory, one short and pretty and one tall and proud, and they say they're."My lord," said one of them with a
fine, dark face and a wizard's oaken staff, "we do trust you, and therefore ask you to let the witch go, and peace return.".and she looked straight at
him for the first time. Her eyes were clear orange-brown, like dark.power over him now. He could walk into it and out of it as if it were mere lines
painted on the.fear them, fear to be corrupted - no, but fear that to admit women might change the rule they.They listened to him, not agreeing, not
denying, but accepting his despair. His words went into their listening silence, and rested there for days, and came back to him changed..If he dies I
die..why did you come back here?"."She spoke with the other breath," Azver said.."What should I do?" he said aloud after a while..She tried to sit
up again, looking up, but the shaking and shuddering seized her and wracked her. She began to gasp for breath. In the red light that shone now from
the crest of the mountain and all the eastern sky he saw the foam and spittle run scarlet from her mouth. Sometimes she clutched at him, but she did
not speak again. She fought her death, fought to breathe, while the red light faded and then darkened into grey as clouds swept again across the
mountain and hid the rising sun. It was broad day and raining when her last hard breath was not followed by another..Azver the Patterner stood
with his left hand holding his right hand, which her touch had burnt. He looked down at the men who stood silent at the foot of the hill, staring after
the dragon. "Well, my friends," he said, "what now?".Otter was grateful to him. He could not be wholly comfortable with his hands bound and his
mouth.Several times, all of a sudden, in the daytime, there had been a moment when she had known him close in mind and could touch him if she
reached out. But at night she knew only his blank absence, his refusal of her. She had stopped trying to reach him, months ago, but her heart was
still very sore..laughed and chattered..Content includes mythic, epic, and historical narrative, geographical descriptions, practical.Then Losen
cursed and cried, and his slaves brought him wine, and the mage went out, bowing, and checking as he went to be sure that the spell of paralysis
was holding.
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