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Still seeking some missing fact, some insight that would help him understand the maniac's Bartholomew obsession, Tom asked more questions

until Celestina suddenly realized and revealed what might be the information that he sought: Cain's perverse insistence on playing the reverend's

taped rough draft of "This Momentous Day" throughout his long assault on her sister..Agnes knew now why this prognostication had dismayed

rather charmed her: If you dared to believe in the good fortune predicted he cards, then you were obliged to believe in the bad, as well..With the

successful consumption of the burger and with the addition of the third Sklent to his collection, Junior felt more upbeat than he'd been in quite a

while. Contributing to his better mood was the fact that he hadn't heard the phantom singer in longer than three months, since the library in

July..Yet, uncaught, the quarter would have dropped to the floor. Junior would have heard it ring off the tiles. Which he hadn't..Hope was the

handmaid to Agnes's faith. She always held fast to the belief that the future would be bright, but right now she was hesitant to test that optimism

even with a harmless card reading. Yet, as with the fifth place setting, she was reluctant to object..Nolly raised his martini glass in a toast. "To

Kathleen Klerkle Wulfstan, dentist and associate detective.".She repeated this ritual eleven more times--"For Andrew, for James, for

John"--frequently glancing into the nave behind her, to be sure that she was unobserved.."Cancer," she whispered, and superstitiously reproached

herself for speaking the word aloud, as though thereby she'd given power to the malignancy and ensured its existence..He had never associated

Enoch Cain's dreaded Bartholomew with the disciple Bartholomew in Harrison White's sermon, which had been broadcast once in December '64,

the month prior to Naomi's murder and again in January `65. Even now, with blood-scrawled-and-stabbed Bartholomew on the wall and with This

Momentous Day before him in the brochure, Tom Vanadium couldn't quite make the connection. He strove to pull together the broken lengths in

this chain of evidence, but they remained separated by one missing link..The muffling fog quieted the city as much as obscured it, and the alley was

surprisingly still. Many of the businesses were closed for the night, and as far as Junior could discern, no delivery trucks or other vehicles were

parked the length of the block..Grace, having just finished washing a sinkful of dishes, stood monitoring the application of the icing and drying her

hands, when the telephone rang. She picked it up, and as she said, "Hello," the front of the house exploded..The unmatched suite of bedroom

furniture, cheap and scarred, might have been purchased at a thrift shop. A double bed and one nightstand. A small dresser..against the operating

table. The lights had grown painfully bright, and the air had.And the irony of ironies: With her talent deepening to a degree that she had never

dared hope it would, with collectors responding to her vision to an extent she had never imagined possible, with her goals already exceeded, and

with great vistas of possibility opening before her, she would throw it all away with some regret but with no bitterness if required to choose

between art and Angel, for the child had proved to be the greater blessing. Phimie was gone, but Phimie's spirit fed and watered her sister's life,

bringing forth a great abundance..Barty's mathematical genius proved to have a valuable practical application. Even in his blindness, he perceived

patterns where those with sight did not. Working with Tom Vanadium, he devised strikingly successful investment strategies based on subtleties of

the stock market's historical performance. By the 1980s, the foundation's annual return on its endowment averaged twenty-six percent: excellent in

light of the fact that the runaway inflation of the 1970s had been curbed..Yet his heart slammed hard and heavy against his confining ribs, and fear

stippled the nape of his neck..Settling onto the empty stool beside this beauty, Junior offered to buy her a drink, and she accepted..His patience

exhausted, the pianist wrenched his hand out of Junior's grip. He glanced around nervously, certain that they must be the center of attention, but of

course the reception guests were lost in their witless conversations, or they were gaga over the maudlin paintings, and no one was aware of this

quiet little drama.."It seems it was his own idea, your majesty.".He was unconscious, wired to a heart monitor, pierced by an intravenous-drip line.

Clipped to his septum, an oxygen feed hissed faintly, and from his open mouth rose the barely audible wheeze of his breathing..Jacob intended to

carry the luggage, and Edom announced that he would carry Barty. The boy, however, insisted on making his own way to the house..Beside her,

the passenger's door barked and shrieked as though alive as though suffering, and these sounds were uncannily like the cries of torment that only

Agnes could hear in the haunted chambers of her heart.."We were about to order dinner from room service," Tom said, handing a menu to

Paul..Now he had to focus on being ready for the evening of January 12: the reception for Celestina White's art show. She had adopted her sister's

baby. Little Bartholomew was in her care; and soon, the kid would be within Junior's reach..Ministering to Perri, Joshua had pulled back her

blankets. The fabric of the pale yellow pajama pants couldn't disguise how terribly withered her legs were: two sticks..Junior was free of

superstition. He believed in neither gods nor demons, nor in anything between..The revolving beacons dwindled, casting off blue-and-red pulses of

light that shimmered-swooped through the diffusing fog, as if they were disembodied spirits seeking someone to possess..When Bartholomew first

said "Kay-jub," and held out one hand toward his uncle, Jacob surprised Agnes by crying with happiness..Under Celestina's guidance, the

menfolk-Wally, Edom, Jacob, Paul, Tom-had packed cartons of canned and dry goods, plus numerous boxes of new spring clothing for the children

on their route. All those items had been loaded into the vehicles the previous evening..Clenching his right hand around the quarter, waving left

hand over right, he intoned, "Jingle-jangle, mingle-jingle." Opening his right hand, he revealed that the coin had vanished..After coffee had been

served, when Celestina and Wally were no longer the center of attention, he indicated the array of desserts with his fork, smiled, and said, "I just

want you to know, Celie, that these are sweets enough until we're married.".He must begin by learning as much as possible about ghosts, hauntings,

and the vengeance of the dead. During the remainder of 1966, only two apparently paranormal events occurred in Junior Cain's life, the first on
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Wednesday, October 5..Every distorted shape, every smear of color, every swath of light and shudder of shadows resisted her attempts to relate

them to the world she knew, as if shimmering before her were the landscape of a dream..Because this kind of fictional fact, like maps of imaginary

realms, is of real interest to some readers, I include the description after the stories. I also redrew the geographical maps for this book, and while

doing so, happily discovered a very old one in the Archives in Havnor.."It's what?" asked the detective, for with the exception of his teeth, he was

not a self-improved individual..Pity warmed the physician's ascetic face. "You loved your wife very much, didn't you?".In all their years, neither

twin had ever set foot beyond the limits of Bright Beach. They both appeared nervous but determined..At the end of the famous sermon, Celestina's

father had wished to all well-meaning people that into their lives should fall a rain of benign effects from the kind and selfless actions of countless

Bartholomews whom they would never meet. And he assures those who are selfish or envious or lacking in compassion, or who in fact commit acts

of great evil, that their deeds will return to them, magnified beyond imagining, for they are at war with the purpose of life. If the spirit of

Bartholomew cannot enter their hearts and change them, then it will find them and mete out the terrible judgment they deserve..Agnes wanted to

reach out and touch him, but she found that she didn't have the strength to raise her arm. She was no longer holding her belly, either. Both hands

lay at her sides, palms up, and even the simple act of curling her fingers required surprising effort and concentration..He didn't want to lean inside

and peer over the front seat. He had no weapon. He would be unbalanced, vulnerable..She was shaking and so afraid, not thinking clearly, and for a

moment she didn't understand what he meant, what he wanted, and then she saw that the window on his side of the car was shattered, too, and that

the door beyond him was badly torqued, twisted in its frame. Worse, the side of the Pontiac had burst inward when the pickup plowed into them.

With a steel snarl and sheet-metal teeth, it had bitten into Joey, bitten deep, a mechanical shark swimming out of the wet day, shattering ribs,

seeking his warm heart..He had recently learned about the demigods of classic mythology in one of the selections from the Book-of-the-Month

Club..Wally's own house was in the same neighborhood, a block and a half away, a three-story Victorian gem that he entirely occupied..Celestina

indicated to Tom that he should sit at the head of the table, facing Agnes at the foot. As Wally lowered himself into the empty chair to Tom's left,

Celestina picked up two items from the sideboard and put them in front of Tom, before sitting to his right..Celestina had no illusions about playing

detective. She would never be able to track down the bastard, and she had no stomach for confronting him..Oblivious that she and Barty had

become the center of attention, Angel said, "Does he ever get the quarters back?".The third-floor apartment directly over Enoch Cain's unit had

been leased by Simon Magusson, through his corporation, ever since it became available in March of '66, twenty-two months ago..Holding the mug

in his right hand, Tom picked up the coin and rolled it across the knuckles of his left. Paul's quarter, after all. A two-bit temptation to panic. As

gifted with physical grace as with good looks, Junior stepped into the bedroom doorway, lithely and with feline stealth. He leaned against the

jamb..From Sparky, Tom Vanadium had borrowed a master key with which he could open the door to Cain's apartment, but he preferred not to

employ it as long as he could enter by a back route. The less often he used the halls that were frequented by residents, the more likely he would be

able to keep his flesh-and-blood presence a secret from Cain and sustain his ghostly reputation. If too many tenants got a look at his memorable

face, he would become a topic of discussion among neighbors, and the wife killer might tumble to the truth..After wiping her floury hands, Agnes

took the book from him and, examining it, could find nothing wrong. She flipped back a few pages, then a few forward, but the lines of type were

crisp and clear. "Show me where, honey.".Junior jammed on the brakes, slammed the gearshift into park, threw open the door, and plunged from

the car. He spun around to face the menace, loose gravel shifting treacherously underfoot..He had nothing against Negroes. He didn't wish them ill.

He wasn't prejudiced. Live and let live. He believed that as long as they stayed with their own kind and abided by the rules of a polite society, like

everyone else, they had a right to live in peace..Agnes found this turn of events amazing, amusing, ironic-and a little sad. She would have dearly

loved to teach the boy to read and write, to see his knowledge and competence slowly flower under her care. Although she fully supported Barty's

exploration of his gifts, and although she was proud of his astounding achievements, she felt that his swift advancement was robbing her of some of

the shared joy of his childhood, even though he remained in so many ways a child..The strand was inclined toward the lake. He closed the door and

got out of the way as the Studebaker rolled forward, gathering speed..Junior didn't believe in gods, devils, Heaven, Hell, life after death. He put his

faith in one thing: himself..Celestina put Angel down, and the girl raced to the bathroom as Wally stepped into the public hall and pulled the

apartment door shut behind him..Vanadium was dead. Pounded with pewter and sunk in a flooded quarry. Gone forever..Sliding one hand lightly

along the railing, the boy quickly descended the short flight of steps and walked onto the soggy lawn, into the rain..The window was French with

small panes, so Celestina couldn't simply break the glass and climb out..When the sound-suppressor was properly attached to the pistol, Junior Cain

leaned closer to the girl, peered into her eyes, and whispered, "Naomi, are you in there?" Near the top of the stairs, Barty thought he heard voices in

his bedroom. Soft and indistinct. When he stopped to listen, the voices fell silent, or maybe he only imagined them..Devil mountains, sacred

islands, sacramental rivers and cities, Jesuits: These spiritual references at every turn made Junior uneasy. This was a haunted night, no doubt about

that. He wouldn't have been greatly surprised if he had glanced at his rearview mirror and seen Thomas Vanadium's blue Studebaker Lark Regal

closely tailing him, not the real car raised from Quarry Lake, but a ghostly version, with the filthy-scabby-monkey spirit of the cop at the wheel, an

ectoplasmic Naomi at his side, Victoria Bressler and Ichabod and Bartholomew Prosser and Neddy Gnathic in the backseat: the Studebaker packed

full of spirits like a bozo-stuffed clown car in a circus, though there would be nothing funny about these revenge-minded spooks when the doors

flew open and they came tumbling out..Angel raised her attention from the salt shaker to Tom's face, studied his scars for a moment, and said,
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"No."."The doctors," he continued, "needed to repair damage to the left frontal sinus, the sphenoidal sinus, and the sinus cavernous, which had all

been partially crushed by that pewter candlestick. Frontal, malar, ethmoid, maxillary, sphenoid, and palatine bones had to be rebuilt to properly

contain my right eye, because it sort of ... well, it dangled. That was just for starters, and there was considerable essential dental work, as well. I

elected not to have any cosmetic surgery.".She wouldn't answer him, but he was as convinced by her silence as he would have been by a blurted

confession--or by a denial, for that matter. Her wild eyes convinced him, too, and her trembling mouth. Naomi had come back to be with him, and

it could be argued that Seraphim had returned in a sense, too, for this girl was the flesh of Seraphim's flesh, born out of her death..For just one hour,

which was not too taxing, he walked in the idea of a world where he had healthy eyes, and shared the vision of other Barty's in other places, so he

would be able to see his bride as she walked down the aisle and as, beside him, she took their vows with him, and as she held out her hand to

receive the ring..Junior's fear gave way to an appreciation for the irony in this situation. Gradually, he regained the ability to smile, tossed the coin

in the air, caught it, and dropped it in his pocket.."It's all right," Tom assured her. To Angel, he said, "No, I'm not sad. And you know

why?".Indeed, Junior suspected that they might be here at Vanadium's urging. The cop would be interested in determining how avaricious the

mourning husband would prove to be when presented with the opportunity to turn his wife's cold flesh into cash..A sedan had come to a stop in the

graveled driveway, over to the right of the house, almost out of view. As Junior watched, the headlights were doused. The engine shut off. The

driver's door opened. A man got out of the car, a shadowy figure in the fearsome yellow moonlight. The dinner guest..As Barty climbed to the

porch without benefit of the railing and held out his right hand, Paul Damascus said, "Tom, we're wondering if Barty can extend to you the

protection he gives to Angel in the rain. Maybe he can ... since the three of you share this ... this awareness, this insight, or whatever you want to

call it. But he won't know until he tries."."Go home. Sleep," he said. "You'll be no help to your sister if you wind up a patient here

yourself.".Through the cacophony of shattering glass, splintering wood, and cracking plaster, Paul heard the hard roar of an engine, the blare of a

horn, and suspected what must have happened. Some drunk or reckless driver had crashed at high speed into the parsonage..Among Junior's many

gifts, his ability to focus might have been the most important. Bob Chicane, his former instructor in matters meditative, had called him intense and

even obsessive, following the painful incident involving meditation without seed, but intensity and obsession were false charges. Junior was simply

focused.Too much, far too much to contend with, and so unfair: finding the Bartholomew needle in the haystack, hives, seizures of vomiting and

diarrhea, losing a toe, losing a beloved wife, wandering alone through a cold and hostile world without a heart mate, humiliated by transvestites,

tormented by vengeful spirits, too intense to enjoy the benefits of meditation, Zedd dead, the prospect of prison always looming for one reason or

another, unable to find peace in either needlework or sex..A door slammed, and after the briefest of internal debates about whether to ize or act,

Junior left Ichabod straddling the threshold. He must get to Celestina before she reached a telephone, and then he could come back and finish

moving the body..Arriving home, he hesitated to open the door. He expected to find Vanadium inside..I was hoping you might know," said Edom,

studying the collar of Jacob's green flannel shirt..Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data Le Guin, Ursula K., 1929-.She was also a cat

lover, working with the Kitten Konservatory to save abandoned felines from death in the city pound. She was the charity's investment manager.

Within ten months, Tammy grew twenty thousand in Konservatory funds into a quarter million by speculating in the stock of a South African firm

that hit it big selling germ-warfare technology to North Korea, Pakistan, India, and the Republic of Tanzania, whose chief export was

sisal..Professing befuddlement, the galerieur led the way through three rooms to the front windows, gliding across the polished maple floors as

though he were on wheels..He left the party and stood in the street for a while, taking slow deep breaths, letting the brisk night air clean the pot

smoke out of his lungs, slow deep breaths, suddenly sober in spite of the beer he'd drunk, slow deep breaths, as chilled as a slab of beef in a meat

locker, but not because of the cold night..Celestina stared out for a moment, and then turned her head to look at Tom, with both the shade of the

night and the sparkle of the metropolis still captured in her eyes. "What was that all about?".He heard her explain that the title of the exhibition had

been inspired by one of her father's sermons, which aired on a nationally syndicated weekly radio program more than three years ago. This wasn't a

religious program, per se, but rather one concerned with a search for meaning in life; it usually broadcast interviews with contemporary

philosophers as well as speeches by them, but from time to time featured a clergyman. Her father's sermon received the greatest response from

listeners of anything aired on the program in twenty years, and three weeks later, it was rerun by popular demand..During the preparation of the

cards, Barty had fallen asleep in his mother's arms, but with the revelation of his name on the ace, he had awakened again, perhaps because with his

head resting on her bosom, he was alarmed by the sudden acceleration of her heartbeat..He'd been invited to a Christmas Eve celebration with a

satanic theme, but he hadn't intended to go. The party was not being thrown by real Satanists, which might have been interesting, but by a group of

young artists, all nonbelievers, who shared a wry sense of humor..For two years, since finding the quarter in his cheeseburger, Junior had been

searching for a metaphysics that he could embrace, that squared with all the truths that he had learned from Zedd, and that didn't require him to

acknowledge any power higher than himself Here it was. Unexpected. Complete. He didn't fully understand the bit about monkeys and barrels, but

he got the rest of it, and peace of a sort descended upon him..Already another contraction racked her, so intense that the pain was not limited to her

lower back and abdomen, but seared the length of her sphic, like an electric current leaping vertebra to vertebra. Her breath pinched in her chest as

though her lungs had collapsed..A siren in the city wailed toward St. Mary's. An ambulance. Through streets bustling with hope, always this lament

for the dying..Junior didn't find anything to explain her paranoia-though, to his surprise, he discovered six books by Caesar Zedd in her small
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library. The pages were dog-eared; the text was heavily underlined..Every nerve in Junior's body was a tautly strung trigger wire. If something set

him off, he might explode so violently that he'd blow himself into a psychiatric ward..To the waiter, Nolly was Nolly, Kathleen was Mrs. Wulfstan,

and Tom Vanadium was sir--though not the usual perfunctorily polite sir, but sir with deferential emphasis. Tom was unknown to the waiter, but

his shattered face gave him gravitas; besides, he possessed a quality, quite separate from carriage and demeanor and attitude, an ineffable

something, that inspired respect and even trust.."There must be something important I'm supposed to do here that I don't need to do everywhere I

am, something I'll do better if I'm blind.".He hadn't lied to his mother. She assumed that by some quantum magic, he had regained his sight

permanently, and that this came with no cost. He merely allowed her to go to her rest with the comforting misapprehension that her son had been

freed from darkness..She didn't have an appetite, anyway. Joey was too much on her mind. The safe birth of a healthy child was a blessing, but it

wasn't compensation for her loss. Although by nature resistant to depression, she now had a darkness in her heart that would not relent before a

thousand dawns or ten thousand. If a mere nurse had insisted that she eat, Agnes would not have been persuaded, but she couldn't hold out against

the insistent importuning of one special seamstress..Occasionally he woke in the night and heard himself murmuring the mantra aloud, which

apparently he had been repeating ceaselessly in his sleep. "Find the father, kill the son." In April, Junior discovered three Bartholomews.

Investigating these targets, prepared to commit homicide, he learned that none had a son named Bartholomew or had ever adopted a child..The

mortician and his assistant had nearly finished dismantling the frame of the winch. Soon a worker would close the hole..Aside from purchasing the

T S. Eliot book, which he hadn't found time to read, Junior was only peripherally aware of current events, because they were, after all, current,

while he tried always to focus on the future. The news of the day was but a faint background music to him, like a song on a radio in another

apartment..Her life was so blessed that she could have dealt with a horde of locusts, let alone a few mosquitoes..His daughter, his affliction, his

millstone, granddaughter of the boil-giving voodoo Baptist ....Prudence required that they strategize as though Enoch Cain were Satan himself, as

though every fly and beetle and rat provided eyes and ears for the killer, as though ordinary precautions could never foil him..Still pretending sleep,

Junior delighted in the realization that the detective himself had dragged a red herring across the trail and was now busily following this distracting

scent..For a while, she couldn't get enough air. Felt suffocated. She drew great, raw, shuddering breaths, and thought that she would never be able

to quiet herself but quiet came.."Better. Fear doesn't require him even to seduce a woman or to buy a bottle of whiskey. He just needs to open

himself to it, and he will be filled like a glass under a faucet. As difficult as this may be to comprehend, Cain would choose to be neck-deep in a

bottomless pool of terror, desperately trying to stay afloat, rather than to suffer that unrelieved hollowness. Fear can give shape and meaning to his

life, and I intend not merely to fill him with fear but to drown him in it.".While Angel continued her relentless interrogation of Paul Damascus,

Tom joined her mother in front of the large window at the end of the room farthest from the dinner table..More likely than not, he would cross

Bartholomew's path when he least expected, not as a consequence of his searching, but in the normal course of a (lay. If that happened, he must be

prepared to eliminate the threat immediately, by any means available to him..Although rain-pasted to her skin, the fine hairs rose on the nape of her

neck. The gooseflesh crawling across her arms had nothing to do with her cold, wet clothes..In the minister's house, Junior had seen no indications

of a sister. No family photos, no high-school graduation portrait proudly framed. Of course, he had not been interested in their family, for he had

been all-consumed by Seraphim..He remembered the collection of Caesar Zedd self-help drivel that had occupied a place of honor in the wife

killer's former home in Spruce Hills. Cain owned a hardcover and a paperback of each of Zedd's works. The more expensive editions had been

pristine, as though they were handled only with gloves; but the text in the paperbacks had been heavily underlined, and the corners of numerous

pages had been bent to mark favorite passages..Agnes hadn't asked him to keep his strange feat a secret from his uncles. In truth, she had come

home in such a curious state of mind that even as she'd worked with Jacob to prepare dinner and even as she'd overseen Edom's setting of the table,

she hesitated to tell them what had happened on the run from Joey's grave to the station wagon. She fluctuated between guarded euphoria and fear

bordering on panic, and she didn't trust herself to recount the experience until she had taken more time to absorb it..Angel cocked her head and

studied his left hand, which he had closed while opening his right. She pointed. "It's there.".The only bad moment in the evening came when the

pianist played "Someone to Watch over Me."."Search me. But I didn't tell him different. The less he knows, the better. I can't figure his motivation,

but if you were tracking this guy by his spoor, you'd want to look for the imprint of cloven hooves.".As "It is." From a desk drawer, Nolly withdrew

an envelope and put it on top of the offered cash. "I'm returning five hundred of your thousand retainer." He pushed everything back toward

Junior..Sliding Victoria's chair away from the table, he turned her to face him. He adjusted her body so that her head was tipped back and her arms

were hanging slack at her sides..Their evenings together were comfortable bliss, though usually they just watched television, or he read to her. She

enjoyed being read to: mostly historical novels and occasional mysteries.
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