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So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she

saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his

favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand

and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None

may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it,

and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the

description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214)

set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..So saying, he went

up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his

hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my

carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world."

When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then

she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of the night was past..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with

subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.48.

Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God

the Lord Most High..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him

and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the

night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer

returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat

down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the

candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is

good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him

and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..? ? ? ? ? Yea,

"Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl

dccccix.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou

such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman

who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and

wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the

chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan

dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..95.

Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai

departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the

fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time

his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do

I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail

and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the

winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was

sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this

wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is

all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.Meanwhile the messenger had reached the opposite camp

with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress of

honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man; and

when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh]

came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her deliverance.

Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped upon the

Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus engaged, there

appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her hand..El Abbas

from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..? ? ? ? ? y. The
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Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.79. Khusrau and Shirin and the

Fisherman cccxci.My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for

him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him

with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with

his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that

he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers,

obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves

with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return

and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and

when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that

which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife

and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer

and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so

lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so

he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when

they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were

also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf,

(166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness

and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him

of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a

slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee

to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good:

else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..When the evening

evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience.

Know, O king of august lineage, that.? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord

did not disdain..The Tenth Night of the Month..27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate,

With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she

said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with

repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never,

whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her

like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter

and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..? ? ?

? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too,

forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..On this wise he continued to do for the space of a

whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the

night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he

looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat

what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he

conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning

thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with

him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as

he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he

removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself

by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into

his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his

horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his

age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more

grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that

which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the

king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the
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lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish

Fisherman dccccxviii.Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten.

Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to

be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of

Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But

chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks

come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in

himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a

hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant

and the old woman and the king.".Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her

Husband dcccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from

within the house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of

Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband,

whom I had lost.' And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk

gathered together to them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the

Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and

heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground

and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and

nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure

and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast

parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into

thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true;

so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress

lxvii.Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case and told

her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her the

token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way, and

when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou

needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly

believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".? ? ? ?

? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? r.

Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him

of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his

lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and

this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest

of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave,

he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a

purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the

sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about

between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the

neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..The Third Night of the Month.When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could

no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without

life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that

which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her.

So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised

be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it

was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who was lost years agone..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends

forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children

till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and

nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living

thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits
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and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled

fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The

gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..Quoth I

(and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine,

how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say

concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the

better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it

away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young

man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..Presently, she heard

a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and

bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take

refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon

thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and

reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the

head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not

present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire

of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and

return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,'

rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful

eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt

bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I

may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she

took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..? ? ? ? ?

From mine own land, to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..Then he turned back,

pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his

face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye,

O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The

youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such

a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him

and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily

from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..? ? ? ? ? A

dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb

from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song,

till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes;

then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.So El Merouzi went away and the

other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never

be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money;

and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and

tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou

dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou

wilt.'.Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine (183) before his death: This was his last of victual until the

Judgment Day..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the

frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they

cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had

died..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.As soon as his father-in-law had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the

grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them

dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then

the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what while their wives continued in the love of God the Most

High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their

report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose
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and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away;

and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..Now there was in his neighbourhood

a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for

the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So

she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman

promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and

acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he

will sell thee the damsel.'.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said,

'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).?STORY

OF SELIM AND SELMA..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..98. Isaac of Mosul

and the Merchant ccccvii.Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..136. The History

ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of

them doth not complain..? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..? ? ? ? ?

Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.78.

Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people raise

high..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and

brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he

presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold,

set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was

straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of

them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his

session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to

me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".? ? ? ? ? Lo

under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a

Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou

didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.When the king heard this,

wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow],

according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..So, when he arose in the

morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him,

'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are four staves

and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?' When the

merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may consider the

answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook

himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and

tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath

thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where-

with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth

for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee

a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these

words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and

lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and

thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say

thus."
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