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PORT SUNLIGHT AND ITS PEOPLE
? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes
and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and
never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my
coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in
quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the
nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the
Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and
whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants
and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou
conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in
rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen
short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".Now the king, who had plundered Abou
Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital]
city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He
knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but
Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he
bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his
country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving
protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..King of Ind and his Vizier, The,
ii. 105..When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they
turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a
custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the
morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures
[of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the
Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the
killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to
Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for
me with peace, a greeting debonair,.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.The crown
of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace,
the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can
compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the
Wind dccccviii.A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father
betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I
desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match
for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the
reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.15. The Cat and the Crow cl.When
the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience.
Know, O king, that.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.The eunuch
thanked him and blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he
said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road,
enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to
the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of
him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward];
but, as he passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he
looked at him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be
come to the like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and
weariness! How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.Mariyeh opened the
mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By
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Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of
him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.Now this vizier
had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and
His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and
died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with
those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and
commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw
near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to
the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this
and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely
slay him..? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..? ? ? ? ? Whose
wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..Now the merchant and his wife
had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father
assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the
latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons
and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant,
'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile,
quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither
to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his
brother..Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou
hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which
my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her,
"Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it,
she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen
at his command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons
have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the
fool (90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the
house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".An if
ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods
straight fresh and sweet would grow..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and
that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it,
though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering
desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin
heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the
king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless.
Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".Some days
after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to
me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst
give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that
was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with
them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from
them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he
went his way. And this is my story.'.Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..Accordingly the nurse returned to El
Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said
to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or
answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till all that was with them was
spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif
and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou
wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay
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myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife,
and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out.
She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will
mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him
forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and
thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at
my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay
her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking,
called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth
before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful
Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou
wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them,
[whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and
obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order
themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast]
and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are
constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they
came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they
were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the
first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that
she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.Now she had brought to the
pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the
pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and
precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and
torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed
between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in]
keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".? ? ? ? ? b.
The Second Calender's Story xii.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking
him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is
no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for
himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that
we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve
him..60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor."There was once a man
of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his
father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of
God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but
his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of
improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out
on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my
heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow,
The Two, ii. 28..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for
Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the
throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of
the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and
grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and
straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God
the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..Son, The History of
King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et
Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].Quoth Selma to
Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his
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actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their
mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of
wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through
this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us
the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore,
methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and
wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land
and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the
heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.90. The Devout Prince cccci.116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk
cccclxiv.63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND
THE SHARPER..I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of
the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal
he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment
and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he
lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and
questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he
went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on
the Jew..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..There was once, in the city of
Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all
quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would not return to his lodging till he had
sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who [went out the same
day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried figs..145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.?
? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he
should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to
following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his
mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the
consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the
age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between
them.".? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..Then they
fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was
told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El
Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he
availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and
they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to
drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and
amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came
to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of
attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat
with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and
there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have
patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest
thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost
(101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make
answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against
her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with
thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation
will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I
am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath
of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.Presently she felt a breath upon her
face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen
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Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what
while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she
besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave
not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in
supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..Indeed, many of
the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance
aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This
is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than
thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.When the king heard this, he was
certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said,
"Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it
on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They
decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying.
The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and
threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and
seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave
themselves up for lost..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to
friend..The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair
and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell
me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in
haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou
sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and
the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was
a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this
fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not
for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..He lay
the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who
seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding
for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of
the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad
him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and
go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And
he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her
deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with
him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of
affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round
about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him
they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned
herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her
shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young
merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he
brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the
goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any
one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? I am the
champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers
prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight
of stature, in the dust They prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..? ? ? ? ?
Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.When his
brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to him,
'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the
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pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife
and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the
like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand
exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding
and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in
himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my
house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and
addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them
thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing
whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.When it was
the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they
might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of
the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the
king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but
this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his
continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'"
And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a
thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured,
love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi
and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I
come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my
daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the
sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how
should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and
there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair
warning, but he would not be warned..'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and
whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a
certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the
highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay
me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take
aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay
thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I
trow..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me consent..Druggist, The Singer and the, i.
229..The Third Day..When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should
prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat
and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them
in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the
commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank
of the Tigris..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..? ? ? ? ? Beauty her
appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..To return to the king his father. When he went to the
pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he let down a man who [found the nurse
dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended into the
midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned and]
acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished upon
him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's
destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the affair was forgotten..? ? ? ? ? b. Story
of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories,
especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these
marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so
on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that
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which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy
them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of
the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).137. Otbeh
and Reyya dclxxx.? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..Sindbad the Sailor
and Hindbad the Porter.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her.
Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than
himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer
than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who
welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother!
For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when
he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his
business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he
should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade
me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be
occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net
over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom
and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer,
amazing wit and brain..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.Now Afifeh and
her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting
of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and
when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the
kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her
eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart.
When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice
and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and
lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.? ? ? ? ?
Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Chief of the Boulac Police dcv."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady
Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this
judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the following
verses:.Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my
friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered
he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's
house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing
to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon
he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he
would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom
thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of
any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".The
Eleventh Day..143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee
yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more
in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former]
mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress,
when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night
came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my
breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but
he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me
against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy
good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between
us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..When it was the eighth day, the
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viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear
lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without
guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a
care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live,
no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our
word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's
sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him
his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep,
and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in
every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst
have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the
princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three
days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the
Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me
will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye."
Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..The
Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.Tuhfet el
Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.?
? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never would assign. (194).? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth
Officer's Story dccccxxxix.[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the
mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance].
We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank
of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be
saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he
mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again
into the trough of the sea..Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.48. The Thief
and the Money-Changer ccxliv.Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..The
Nineteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and
Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad,
meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath
despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the
Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head,
weeping..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved
one am I..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..Tuhfeh arose and
kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table
of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh,
in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like
whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat
conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder
genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and
indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription
upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And
Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the
morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and
all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself
concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting
these verses:.So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel,
"Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the
mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes,
what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle!
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Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou
banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them;
whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out
Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.When I awoke and opened my
eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they
saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I
deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the
verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore
afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.?STORY OF THE MAN
OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I
ensue!.A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his
neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a
great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he
was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with
his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'
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