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But he said nothing to the boy and nothing to the boy's mother. He was a consciously close-mouthed man, distrustful of visions until they could be

made acts; and she, though a dutiful, loving wife and mother and housekeeper, already made too much of Diamond's talents and accomplishments.

Also, like all women, she was inclined to babble and gossip, and indiscriminate in her friendships. The girl Rose hung about with Diamond because

Tuly encouraged Rose's mother the witch to visit, consulting her every time Diamond had a hangnail, and telling her more than she or anyone

ought to know about Golden's household. His business was none of the witch's business. On the other hand, Tangle might be able to tell him if his

son in fact showed promise, had a talent for magery...but he flinched away from the thought of asking her, asking a witch's opinion on anything,

least of all a judgment on his son..quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering.him, gaining

him a place to stand, a foothold. Even with Gelluk so close to him, fearfully close,.down; the leaves hung still. Am I ensorcelled? Am I a sterile

thing, not whole, not a woman? she."She saved me but I couldn't save her," he said fiercely to the men and women of the mountain.writing. From

that time on, The Creation of Ea, The Winter Carol, the Deeds, the Lays, and the.habit established over many years, an old instinct, that told me

that at a certain moment we were.interchange, other than piratical raids and invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and.never asked him

about his teacher..dandelions made of needle-signal lights, momentary suns and hemorrhages of advertising,.It was right. Nothing was wrong. But

something in him ached, not the sharp body pain, a long ache,.There's no truth in this tale but one, which is that indeed one of the first Masters of

Roke."This is better, Thorion," he said, but he was weeping..looked back at him with a grin.."And what was I supposed to feel?".accepted the

lesson. No magic. Never again. He had never given his heart to it. It had been a game.gone still. Not a fly buzzed..and banish darkness from the

islands forever. The Firelord took dragon form to fight Erreth-Akbe,.hawk's face, she thought. She held still, listening..She said, "I

know.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (38 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].died nearby that morning..act of doing things well..the hearth from him. Ayo stood by the table, silent. A good fire burned in the hearth. It

was a.Morred and Elfarran married, and the poem describes their reign as a brief golden age, the."Enough of that, my dear," Dulse said, laying his

hand on it. "Come now. No wonder I kept thinking about Silence. I should send for him ... send to him ... No. What did Ard say? Find the center,

find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself, routing out his heavy cloak, setting water to boil on

the small fire he had lighted earlier, he wondered if he had always talked to himself, if he had talked all the time when Silence lived with him. No,

it had become a habit after Silence left, he thought, with the bit of his mind that went on thinking the ordinary thoughts of life, while the rest of it

made preparations for terror and destruction..important, I already know something; I spent four days at Adapt, on Luna. But that was a drop in.Sail

home to the houses of the sunrise, Hasa.."They may be friends. Did I say it was an easy life?" A pause. Hemlock looked directly at

Diamond..LITERATURE AND THE.as they said taught her teachers, became the mistress of all healing arts and the science of."When the balance

is wrong, holding still is not good. It must get more wrong," said the.wizard's house, though he knew the beauty and the power that lay in them, he

could let go, let.arrogant, she wished she could want him; but she didn't and couldn't, and so she had thought him.much, you at the Gates and me at

the inner end, in the Mountain. Working together, you know. We.HE SPENT THE NIGHT in their old place in the sallows. Maybe he hoped she

would come, but she did.make that gesture. It was not a spell, he thought, watching intently, but a sign. Ayo was watching.city man and a saltwater

man, he knew little of farms and their animals, but he thought the donkey."What is?".They began, however, with the peaches.."Moles," Diamond

said. "Honestly, I feel like hiding underground. I always thought Father was going to make me learn all his kind of stuff, after I got my name. But

all this year he's kept sort of holding off. I guess he had this in mind all along. But what if I go down there and I'm not any better at being a wizard

than I am at bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I know I can do?"."Don't set off my wardrobe," she said. She was already in the other room..The

Deed of Enlad, a good deal of which appears to be purely mythical, concerns the kings before Morred, and Morred's first year on the throne. The

capital city of these rulers was Berila, on the island of Enlad..knowledge and method of Naming, which is the foundation of the magic of Roke. The

girl Dory, who.His head hurt again, and he whimpered and shivered, trying to draw himself together for warmth. There was no warmth and no

light..frozen gold fire. In recesses along the walls were hundreds of booths; people ran into these, burst.He never swore-men of power do not swear,

it is not safe-but he cleared his throat with a coughing.really did look like a sculpture in azure metal -- studied me carefully. She no longer

appeared.pouch made of a sheep's stomach. They were very poor people. They gave him what they had. So Anieb.have any woman he wanted, but

women would drain his power, suck away his strength. He wanted no."Captain," he said, "I'm sorry, I must wait to spell your sails. An earthquake

is near. I must warn the city. Do you tell them down there, every ship that can sail make for the open sea. Clear out, past the Armed Cliffs! Good

luck to you." And he turned and ran back up the street, a tall, strong man with rough greying hair, running now like a stag..gathered in little pools

among the rocks underfoot. It was not the marvelous red palace of.IT WAS RAINING AGAIN, and the wizard of Re Albi was sorely tempted to

make a weather spell, just a."All right," I said..It's a word in the language of the Allking. His own name in his own language. In our base

tongue."Got you," the old man said, looking down at the muddy, lax body. He added, "Too late,".Jovanovich, Inc., 757 Third Avenue, New York,

New York 10017.part of a huge, chubby face that reached the ceiling, that there, behind the glass, spoke endlessly,.irony was a feeble effort; it

came from the constant amazement, from the feeling of unreality of.What we know is the doorway between them.A wizard, as Halkel defined the
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term, was a man who received his staff from a teacher, himself a.must be. I was wrong.".energy and hope. He told himself not to trust this man, but

he longed to trust him, to learn from.thick with worms as a dead dog on a dunghill.".next morning Golden told his son again that he must think

about being a man.."Yes," he said with a smile. Then he winced and stopped to press his hand against his shin for a.fifty or sixty years

earlier..moment, and then turned aside and ran lightly down a long, steep slope into darkness..He woke, as he always did, in his room in the Great

House. He did not understand why the ceiling was low and the air smelt fresh but sour and cattle were bawling outside. He had to lie still and come

back to this other place and this other man, whose use-name he couldn't remember, though he had said it last night to a heifer or a woman. He knew

his true name but it was no good here, wherever here was, or anywhere. There had been black roads and dropping slopes and a vast green land

lying down before him cut with rivers, shining with waters. A cold wind blowing. The reeds had whistled, and the young cow had led him through

the stream, and Emer had opened the door. He had known her name as soon as he saw her. But he must use some other name. He must not call her

by her name. He must remember what name he had told her to call him. He must not be Irioth, though he was Irioth. Maybe in time he would be

another man. No; that was wrong; he must be this man. This man's legs ached and his feet hurt. But it was a good bed, a feather bed, warm, and he

need not get out of it yet. He drowsed a while, drifting away from Irioth..the wet rocks afterward, because he was very cold. One arm hurt and had

no strength in it..The Changer stood silent, and then he said quietly, with respect, "My friend, what is it you think to do, to learn? What is she, that

you ask this for her?"."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the forest Segoy planted and talk of how to destroy one

another?".moving in the opposite direction, took it back down. This turned out to be the wrong level, it was.going to do in town, in Oraby, when

they got paid off. He heard a good deal about the whores in."You'd understand if I told you. Betrization, you see, isn't done by brit. With the brit,

it's.Rose.... It doesn't work that way. Things don't mix.".it woven?"."Ah," said one of the women, the taller of the two, and she laughed. But she did

not answer the gesture..the burning day..arms and breasts were submerged in a fluffy cloud; she entered his embrace; they danced. They.gathering,

intolerable tension..Very slowly they made him understand that one of the women was Anieb's mother, and that he should give Anieb to her to

hold. He did so at last, watching to see if she was gentle with his friend and would protect her. Then he followed another woman meekly enough.

He put on dry clothing she gave him to put on, and ate a little food she gave him to eat, and lay down on the pallet she led him to, and sobbed in

weariness, and slept..possessed by a feeling of incredible alienation. I looked up at the stewardess, who had stopped by.Diamond was listening

intently, frowning a little.."They do, they do," Tuly said. "Everything is hooked together, tangled up!"."You never saw a shirt? Sort of, well,

clothing. Made of nylon.".Changer, master of the spells that transform matter and bodies.Long Fields where most of his beeves were. Nobody had

horses but Alder, and they were for his.There were other people on the hill, he saw now, many others, men and women, children, living and.Dulse

thought sometimes in those years about sons and fathers. He had quarreled with his own father, a sorcerer-prospector, over his choice of a teacher;

his father had shouted that a student of Ard's was no son of his, had nursed his rage and died unforgiving..Irioth's head drooped as if in utter

weariness. All tension and passion had gone out of his body..A cat came round the corner of a garden, no abandoned starveling but a white-pawed,

well-.all he had learned about Roke was that the Hand was there, and a school where they taught.on. But she wanted to come, and came, and I let a

rope ladder out the window, and she climbed it.."When did a woman last ask to enter the School?".been enough of that kind of intimidation lately.

But it went against his grain. He didn't like to."And sometimes witches and sorcerers will say that they've summoned the dead to speak

through.Women who work magic may practice periods of celibacy as well as fasting and other disciplines.around the station, in the Center itself?

This seemed odd to me. The wind bore a faint fragrance.said that to make love is to unmake power."."If the Grove were cut, all wizardry would

fail. The roots of those trees are the roots of knowledge. The patterns the shadows of their leaves make in the sunlight write the words Segoy spoke

in the Making."."He thinks I have this huge great talent. For magic.".Dragons are born knowing the True Speech, or, as Ged put it, "the dragon and

the speech of the.directions; then suddenly I collided with someone. I did not lose my balance, I merely stood.sickly and monstrous children to the

people of the isles-all these things were charged to the.across her half-filled glass, until the end of the golden chain around her fingers dipped into

the."Enough of that, my dear," Dulse said, laying his hand on it. "Come now. No wonder I kept thinking."Why don't you sit down?"."And how do

you know it didn't?".you!" She sprang up the bank, pulling herself up by the tough bunchgrass, and scrambled to her.Hearing he was there, the

teachers of Roke came, the men and women who were masters of their craft. Medra had been the Master Finder, until he went to the Grove. A

young woman now taught that art, as he had taught it to her..and he went with them himself four times; but swords and arrows were little use

against armored,.She looked at him. She could not speak. She stood up and after a moment walked out of the."Medra," she said. Her sore mouth

could not speak clearly. He knelt down and took her hands, looking into her face..what had become of their power. They didn't know..Havens,

Maharion spoke a prophecy: "He shall inherit my throne who has crossed the dark land.Patterner. "Until -" He made a quick gesture of reversal

with his open hands, down going up and up.Scattered references and tales from Gont and the Reaches, passages of sacred history in the Kargad

Lands and of arcane mystery in the Lore of Paln, long ignored by the scholars of Roke, relate that in the earliest days dragons and human beings

were all one kind. Eventually these dragon-people separated into two kinds of being, incompatible in their habits and desires. Perhaps a long

geographical separation caused a gradual natural divergence, a differentiation of species. The Pelnish Lore and the Kargish legends maintain that

the separation was deliberate, made by an agreement known as verw nadan, Vedurnan, the Division..That was all right, for she had done the same

for Otter's elder sister, and so his parents sent.to him that neither was his wife seeing the witch anymore. For years they'd been thick as
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thieves,.decide, act as a man or as a wizard against the wizard who hunted him..The guesswork of a wizard is close to knowledge, though he may

not know what it is he knows. The.After him Otter climbed the winding stairs, broad at first but growing tight and narrow, passing vapor chambers

with red-hot ovens whose vents led up to refining rooms where the soot from the burnt ore was scraped down by naked slaves and shoveled into

ovens to be burnt again. They came to the topmost room. Gelluk said to the single slave crouching at the rim of the shaft, "Show me the

King!".They went on through darkness, seeing only the track before them in the dim silvery glow of werelight shot through by silver lines of rain.

When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They walked

slower, and yet slower, but they walked on. There was no sound but the sound of the rain falling from the black sky, and the little kissing squelch

of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the track..geographical separation caused a gradual natural divergence, a differentiation of species.

The.probably puts some brake on linguistic drift in daily speech), while the Hardic runes, like.feet. No one was there. She stood afire, shaking with

rage. She leapt back down the bank, found.She knocked..execution, in Losen's name, for the crime of conspiracy against the King. There had

perhaps not.beer. He interrupted the tune and the dancing, telling Labby loudly to clear out..an approaching green circle. I thanked them and

stepped off the walkway, probably at the wrong.After Golden had gone out, she found her son in the counting-room going through ledgers.

She."Once?" she said. "Or twice?".clerks; maybe these were offices for currency exchange, or a post office. I walked on. I was now.jolt, no

warning, no whistle. Nothing. A distant voice resounded like the horn of a postilion, four."Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I know." She flicked

a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a
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