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? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.Then

the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a

dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and

indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for

thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship

Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee,

a treasure laid up for thee.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S

DAUGHTERS. (154).Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned,

Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.Conclusion..? ? ? ? ? Come,

then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".118. The Merchant of Cairo and the

Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his

heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode

enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to

the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said

Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the

Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy

composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be

content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses

(257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her

father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master,

who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine

account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.'

So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered

I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S

STORY..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the

chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came

to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling

down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and

awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together

and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?'

And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the

Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.End of Volume I..It chanced one night that

the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him,

he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of

kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw

him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost

thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties

to me.'.Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave

to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O

my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst

thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is

indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee

and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he

[hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be

refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..El Abbas went in and passed from place

to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a swoon and

the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came and finding the prince cast down,

seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my son!
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What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and there

befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me of

yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned it

not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he

replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I

know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it

fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and

beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady,"

answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand

from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till

a third part of the night was past..Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so

he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not

and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the

chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have

departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered,

saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate;

then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? My body is

dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept

and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not

hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and

when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after

me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one

grave.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Yea,

"Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.? ? ? ? ?

My heart, since the leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body, for love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..When

three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up

her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her

speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should

invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of

experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented

unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in

herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on

her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in

her with the utmost joy..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.Presently, his

friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to

him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the

charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made

mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and when it

was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more

richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she made the passers stop and

stand in ranks to look on her..? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous grace, with coyness

beautified;.40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.The First Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which

thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..Then they drew

up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and

he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked,

he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from

description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the

girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed

Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made

the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to
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his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man

dccccvi.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had

money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great;

wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season

of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions;

and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the

pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put

to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips;

brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of

Power dxcvi.As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of

that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and

bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and

when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee

mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch

her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path

of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the

lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth

you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that

is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without

contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and

he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from

her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit

with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend

and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave

her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she

came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my

contract.".? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben

er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the

place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever

he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied

upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is

begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more

diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between them.".Then she took leave of me and I of her,

after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it

came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with

him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we

might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till

sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the

door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii.

210..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the

wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..Meanwhile, the youth her master

abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and

knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys

followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth,

met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his

case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for

thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress

lxvii.Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a

thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought

avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him
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the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to

us.'.?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open

in full flight;.A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside,

he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to

them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had

made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and

bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he

took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.TABLE

OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i.

265..? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..Then he went to fetch that which

he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be

sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast

paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had

stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this,

but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy

wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE

MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of

thee?.Now there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the

boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on

Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need."

(189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in

languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the

pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..The old woman went out, running,

whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his

wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy

death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of

thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat

at his head, weeping..When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats

and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this

should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking,

seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's

daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and

pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the

utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise

be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years

past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death;

but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How joyous and

how solaceful was life in them whilere!.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he

bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit,

into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the

kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit

down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with

patience that which betided him..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.Ye know I'm

passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..So he sat down at the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not

leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and

El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently

grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This

fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and

what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled

and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred
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not]..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she

cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating

her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his

words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to

the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against

me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of

madmen!".One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was

going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she

saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to

whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I

repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the

notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with

him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man."

And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable

man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye

seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk,

"Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I

must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace

me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..The Fifteenth Night of the Month..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide;

severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay,

and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make

proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen

come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed

when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number,

horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a

valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent

Ill, i. 70..Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..The Nineteenth Night of the Month..There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a

son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him,

'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself

up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for

the mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el

Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to

thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him

who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?'

And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath

transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou

put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this

from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say,

'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid]

and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.The

Third Day..13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright

we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth

and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike

off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said

to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and

recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd;

our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest

of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his

wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying,

'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him
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and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.'

Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and

rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother!

There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their

good and slayeth them!'.When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for

excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the

Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into

prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art

filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be

clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".? ? ? ? ?

To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress

dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and

when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft

and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king

bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him.

Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me,

so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king,"

answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt

regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his

story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful

lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to

them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among

the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself

and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on

thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and

profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the

story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..When it was the day of the going-in,

(110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which

there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she

took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes

and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the

youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to

mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore

it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my

slaughter, it shall not escape [thee]."
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