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"There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned
against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I
were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts
of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter
came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year,
the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the
merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I
will not sell it save at a profit.'.Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we
were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened
old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit?
Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded
him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy
leasing.".110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then
he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it
down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to
delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer
dlv.Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they
had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And
he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the
year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these,
saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy
coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.?OF CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and
his Son dlxxix.The Seventh Day..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..Then said she
to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false
accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to
the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord
with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his
sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou
didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been
afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune
whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here,
ii. 234..When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said,
"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the
upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted
him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall
be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou
wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it
behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an
advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my
lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go
saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor
cclxiii.Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before
him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret
purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..Moreover, he
assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined
with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and
religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into
the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment
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redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the
ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my
command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he
wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that
with the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? But deemed
yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..So she made ready and setting out,
traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the
goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and
had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes
and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his
comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..? ? ? ?
? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper
cccxlv.There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a
more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his
uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for
kinship's sake..? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the
slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to
the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief,
I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up
came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at
this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his
house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him
of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.When
she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog
Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he
was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun
and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed
one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and
kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and
made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat
he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded
him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his
commandment..? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too,
forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he
was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he
will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his
wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or
more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".Then she changed the
measure and improvised the following:.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth
you contain..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls
ccclxxxvii."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is
he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah
dcccclviii.60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh,
daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing
and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and
doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou,
by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute
them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to
her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour.."If it must be and no
help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.? ? ? ? ? Yea,
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wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..When the evening evened, the king sat in
his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier
answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to
her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime."
Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and
judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed
with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that
he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger
Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not
over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he
despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an
inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said,
'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to
him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my
friend.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price
and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God
prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We
have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or
falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by
your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..? ? ? ? ?
Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely
women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.The
prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is
clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take
that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token
that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is
leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and
taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but
none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But
they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal,"
exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there
slay him and cast him into the river..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and
boys of Paradise.".So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that which had happened to him and what had
betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are
the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee away [from them]." And she went
on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and
the Thief dcxxxii.When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him
her case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the
Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife
abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O
my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in
joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who
was lost years agone..Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him
tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ?
Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..When Merjaneh had made an end of her
song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it."
Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject.
So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.Then she went away, and when
the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's
door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that
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were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and
strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her
and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would
not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to him..When
Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the
necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth
Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is
it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth?
Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High
hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched
are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's
Honour dlvii.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..? ? ? ? ? z.
The Stolen Purse dcv.79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he
said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not
forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward
thou wilt never see me more."'.Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill
(132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth
bear..So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112)
her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who
is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou
departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his
odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of the night was past..31. The City of Lebtait
dxxxii.[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his
turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what
ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another
moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray
ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set
the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the
sea..Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ?
Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..When she had made an
end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and
willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou
lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue
of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!"
Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following verses:.Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..He
gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas
started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the
water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then
they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was
minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at
him and made answer with the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I
feel..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said,
"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.Then they spread the ensigns and
the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them
and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz
and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they
despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them
Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the
goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been
set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when
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the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went
forth that day to meet the king..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..? ?
? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world
was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out
upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had
set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10)
were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and
saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So
the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till
he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that
which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers,
so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him
forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may
return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl
returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and
worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto
thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his
chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest
redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the
wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the
story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next
day..? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and hasten to my side..Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..?
? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..97. Dibil el Khuzai
with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..A certain thief was a
[cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither
companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in
flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When
he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he
aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me
forebade..Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to
him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft
gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and
admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam
from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.The kings of the Jinn were
moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her
between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by
Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a
different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear
of sight falls into it..? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and
what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy
mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner
stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be
advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till
they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine
And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique
among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of
wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the
jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she
said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following
verses:
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