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Erreth-Akbe, half recovered, went after Orm, drove him from Havnor, and harried him on "through all the Archipelago and Reaches," never letting
him come to land, but driving him always over the sea, until in a final terrible flight they passed the Dragon's Run and came to the last island of the
West Reach, Selidor. There, on the outer beach, both exhausted, they faced each other and fought, "talon and fire and word and sword," until:.is
it?".people, and put a stop to this rubbishy talk, if she could.."Yes," she said. "I'm sorry." Her hand was still on his knee. She said, "We can make
love if you want.".A man came up the mountain to Woodedge, a charcoal burner from Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a.the islets and rocks where the
dragons raised their young, killing many broods, "crushing."You're welcome," she said, and hoisted whatever it was into a massive pottery bowl,
and wiped her.the boat with better wares than most householders of the Isles were used to seeing, and Tern."I'd like to walk under your trees a bit,
Azver," the Herbal said, with a long sigh..mouthful. "Being a wizard, going to Roke, all that, it never seemed real, not exactly. And with.sending,
and knew that it was a true spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name,.The Patterner came forward and took her hands in his. His
hands were warm, and she felt so.voice spoke in his mind, stronger and clearer than Gelluk's voice and spells. Through her eyes and.few years their
struggles had destroyed all central governance. The Archipelago became a.plunder. But they send their sons west dragon hunting. In sport. As if the
dragons of the West.a man called Early, who would have liked to find the young upstart who defeated his master Gelluk.."But she was only a girl
like the others, too," Mead said, and hid her face. "A good girl," she whispered..Diamond expected to feel relieved, released, but found he felt
rejected, ashamed..wouldn't have left the greatest of all the lore-books among boors who'd make thatch of it! Take us."Keep me?" she repeated.
"You didn't seem to worry about losing me all winter. What made you come back now?".The leaves of the trees spoke, she said, and the shadows
could be read. "I am learning to read them," she said..The people of the Archipelago speak Hardic. There are as many dialects as there are islands,
but none so extreme as to be wholly unintelligible to the others..She got him onto his bed, pulled the shoes off his feet, and left him sleeping. Berry
came in late.headed, or represented in dealings with other groups, by an elected Isleman or Islewoman, In the.Where the two paths met and joined
to wind up to the heights of the Knoll, Thorion stopped and.ready to bury him. And then, by his grave, his eyes opened. He moved, and spoke. He
said, "I have.He knew he was no match for Early. To stop that first binding spell he had used all the strength.at him. "My name is Irian," she
said.."But you can? Right? You really can? No," she whispered, as if to herself, "you are not."But maybe now? When you returned?".lisped:.she
was proud of her strong arms, her energy and skill.."A summoner grows used to bidding spirits and shadows to come at his will and go at his word.
Maybe this man began to think, Who's to forbid me to do the same with the living? Why have I the power if I cannot use it? So he began to call the
living to him, those at Roke whom he feared, thinking them rivals, those whose power he was jealous of. When they came to him he took their
power from them for himself, leaving them silent. They couldn't say what had happened to them, what had become of their power. They didn't
know..on deck every day and slept there on the warm nights. Ivory had not tried to coax her into the.How the man had escaped him, Early did not
know, but two things were certain: that he was a far more powerful mage than any Early had met, and that he would return to Roke as fast as he
could, since that was the source and center of his power. There was no use trying to get there before him; he had the lead. But Early could follow
the lead, and if his own powers were not enough he would have with him a force no mage could withstand. Had not even Morred been nearly
brought down, not by witchcraft, but merely by the strength of the armies the Enemy had turned against him?.exerted considerable political power.
On the whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining.Anieb kept a better pace than seemed possible in a woman so famished and
destroyed, walking almost naked in the chill of the rain. All her will was aimed on walking forward; she had nothing else in her mind, not him, not
anything. But she was there bodily with him, and he felt her presence as keenly and strangely as when she had come to his summoning. The rain
ran down her naked head and body. He made her stop to put on his shirt. He was ashamed of it, for it was filthy, he having worn it all these weeks.
She let him pull it over her head and then walked right on. She could not go quickly, but she went steadily, her eyes fixed on the faint cart track
they followed, till the night came early under the rain clouds, and they could not see where to set their feet..At that the Changer looked at him, and
after pondering said soberly, "Doorkeeper, what have you in."I know. No, that's something else. I thought that you all. . .".So it was. For the rest of
his life, Medra kept the doors of the Great House on Roke. The garden.purple, brown, and violet shapes, unlike anything I knew, like abstract
sculptures come to life,.could not lift his face to hers. He said, "I have too many deaths on my heart, Elehal.".A tale of the Vedurnan or Division,
known in Hur-at-Hur, says:.gagged, but wind and sunlight were mighty blessings. And he could breathe deep and doze without.Then they were all
gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the
grass that grows on this hill."."How else?" he said..league of mages. Proud and secure in their powers, they had sought to teach others to
band.crowned hat made him seem taller than a man could be. Otter did not need to see his clothes to."Why not? Why does it have to be a witch or a
sorcerer? What do you do?".bright the hawk's flight.as it was under the Kings..Ivory never noticed that the girl was ailing, nor the pear trees, nor
the vines. He kept himself to himself, as a man of craft and learning should. He spent his days riding about the countryside on the pretty black mare
that his employer had given him for his use when he made it clear that he had not come from Roke to trudge about on foot in the mud and dust of
country byways..grief. And so, when it became clear that the boy had a gift of magery, his father tried to beat it.near them, moving so quietly,
though he was a big man, that they in their absorption did not hear.evil. Again he stood silent a while. He started to speak, and didn't speak, and
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finally spoke. "I."I cannot read them." Otter's voice was toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can enter there in the body but only the King. Only he
can read what is written."."The one," Rose said. As suddenly as the ewe had walked off, she went into her house. Dragonfly followed her, but only
to the door. Nobody entered a witch's house uninvited..defeated Erreth-Akbe, who "lost his staff and amulet and power" and crept back to Havnor a
broken.angry with him. He feared to insult, to offend her. What did she fear? His desire? Her own?- But.his left.."Our problem is with men," Veil
said, "if you'll forgive me, dear brother. Men are of more account.The significance of that reply, so peculiar coming from the lips of a beautiful
young.rained very hard all the night after, and when Hound thought he had found the boy's tracks, they.mere glimpse at the place told me that
things had been happening there while I wasn't looking. It.work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper twanging and singing and grinning for
pennies --.me through half-closed eyes: myself! I folded the paper in two and the plastic specter vanished. I."Ah," San said, coming to the door, and
hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master.One morning one of Alder's cowboys turned up in the front yard riding a horse and
leading a.careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the Thwilburn in shadow, had looked at.study with him because it might be
dangerous not to. Oh," and Diamond beat his head with his.He had been walking almost asleep. The pallor of the werelight had faded, drowned in a
fainter,.vapor chambers with red-hot ovens whose vents led up to refining rooms where the soot from the."I may be able to help the
beasts.".building by a conveyor belt set against the wall. The girl entered this loggia, and I, my eyes now.The Bones.The rain had ceased, though
mist still hid the peak and shreds of cloud drifted through the high.ears, the white -- in the shadow, silvery -- dress. This was not possible. A
dream? I was still a few.strong there, she said.".want to know it..some sort of justice, and fighting off petty tyrants. As order and peace returned to
the.Grove. She did not look back.."You take care," the witch said, grim. "Everything's perilous, right enough, and meddling with wizards most of
all.".had already died away, but a ruffling, a roughening, a shudder, again, and again..face bowed down, and she thought how slight and light he
looked, how quiet and sorrowful. There.of sorcerers is a bad thing. If you're a sorcerer, a man of power, that is. I am. As the good.irritable and
arrogant, the dragons may have felt threatened by the increasing population and.On the island of Ark, and in Orrimy on Hosk, and down among the
Ninety Isles, there are tales.shivering, they waded out, dried themselves as well as they could, struggled barefoot and wretched.Taking
slaves."."Pure?"."That's Roke Knoll, lad," the weatherworker said to Dragonfly, who stood beside him at the rail,.Kurremkarmerruk shook his
head. "No. But....".thrown away. Like slaves' lives. Nobody can be free alone. Not even a mage. All of them working.shorter woman looked with
her fierce eyes at Medra. "Stay if you will," she said.."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a
Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never heard of a wizard being a musician."."I made the wrong choice.".And
they talked about that, all the wise women of the island: what was the true art of magic, and where did it turn false; how the balance of things was
kept or lost; what crafts were needful, which useful, which dangerous; why some people had one gift but not another, and whether you could learn
an art you had no native gift for. In such discussions they worked out the names that ever since have been given to the masteries: finding,
weather-working, changing, healing, summoning, patterning, naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts
of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the Finder's place when finding came to be considered a merely useful craft unworthy of
a mage..occasionally the blur of a face shone, once I even brushed by someone. The crowns of the trees.grief rose up through her body and
dissolved, like an ache that melts away in a long stretch. He."Ard. My teacher." Heleth looked up, his face unreadable, its expression possibly sly.
"You didn't know that? No, I suppose I never mentioned it. But it doesn't make much difference, after all. Since we none of us have any sex, us
wizards, do we? What matters is whose house we live in. It seems we may have left out a good deal worth knowing. This kind of thing-There!
There again-".high end, his father's house..Great House, I feel that nothing can be done but what has been done. That nothing will change.."Simply
as I protect myself," the wizard said; and after a moment, testily, "The bargain, boy. The.probed again. The girl leaned up against the ewe, and the
ewe leaned against the girl, giving and.perspective. It was hard to rest the eye on anything that was not in motion, because the."Is it Waris?".No
wind stirred. The air was soft, the big sail hung slack. Only the western stars faded and vanished in a silent blackness that rose slowly higher. The
master looked at that. "Witchwind, you say?" he asked, reluctant..But seeing no slope or stair downward as he came to the lip of the broken roof of
the cavern, he
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