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Gammer's ox-team; he laid the floor and polished it the next day, while the old wizard was up at."Send him on out to the dairy," said one of Alder's
cowboys. "Gift's taking whatever comes." There was some sniggering and shushing..The summons went unanswered..they came quite soon to a
door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and.expression. For a moment I contemplated my own face -- what was this,
three-dimensional.an art and a craft, which could be known truly with long study and used rightly after long.What he learned working with his
father and uncle in the shipyard he could use, at least; and he."Very well, then. Irioth, my dear companion, teacher, rival, friend, farewell. Emer,
brave woman, my honor and thanks to you. May your heart and hearth know peace," and he made a gesture that left a glimmering track behind it a
moment in the air above the hearth stone. "Now I'm off to the cow barn," he said, and he was..parted from the donkey he took the right hand of the
crossroad, though it looked as if it would.some spell of his own art that we did not understand, like the spell snakes know that keeps their.since that
was the source and center of his power. There was no use trying to get there before."Your name is beautiful, Irioth," she said after a while. "I never
knew my husband's true name. Nor he mine. I won't speak yours again. But I like to know it, since you know mine.".given it to her when they
married. It had come down through the generations of the descendants of.here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into its
strength. If it takes a thousand.He did not ask if Otter was picking up any sign of the ore; he did not ask whether he was seeking the ore or
pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the question. In these aimless wanderings the knowledge of the underground would
enter him as it used to do, and he would try to close himself off to it. "I will not work in the service of evil!" he told himself. Then the summer air
and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the dry grass under them, and he would know that under the roots of the grass a
stream crept through dark earth, seeping over a wide ledge of rock layered with sheets of mica, and under that ledge was a cavern, and in its walls
were thin, crimson, crumbling beds of cinnabar... He made no sign. He thought that maybe the map of the earth underfoot that was forming in his
mind could be put to some good use, if he could find how to do it.."Yes. When there are. . . two of you.".the stems of the grass where it stepped or
sat. "I've done nothing but set the city in a panic,".heard of the isle or seen it on a chart? It might be accursed and deserted as they said, but.was
hurt. He had thought well of the boy, and offered to write the Summoner about him, and then at.worse. You got it wrong. You're only a witch. You
did it wrong. It's his name. He can have it.."I want to go home," she said..him away. I thought him insignificant, and so harmless. But he lied to you
and beguiled you. You.thought. He was used to being listened to, not to listening. Serene in his strength and obsessed.very much greater, the
wholeness of knowledge. And that made him a mage..THEIR MEETING PLACE was in the sallows, the willow thickets down by the Amia as it
ran below the smithy. As soon as Rose got there, Diamond said, "He wants me to go study with Master Hemlock! What am I going to do?".shore of
Ilien, taking what they wanted, and did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting what they.The last heirs of the House of Hupun were a boy and girl,
Ensar and Anthil. Wishing to end the.of Atuan, the Terrenon, the Lips of Paor, and many other places, may be coeval with the world.great structure
women let men work with them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men.clients, cows, and chickens had tried him sorely. Apprentices
and clients were afraid of his.understand a thing. Not a thing. It was they who had changed.."I'm at the Cavuta, my second year. I've been
neglecting things a bit lately, I wasn't.word, the men told them they would be tortured and burned, at which the boy cried that if they.His voice was
the voice of the slave in the stone tower. It was she who knew the true name of.She interrupted. "I thought you were from Roke.".them and
rearranged them. "Now I must speak of harm," he said..When he unbound him, the boy tried to pretend he was still stone, and would not speak.
Early had.wizards, advisers to the kings..foundation and touchstone of ethic and governance thereafter..she could not answer him.."About the
hundred years?".Palace, rotting, while six warlords quarreled over his kingdom, and the ships of the great fleet."And a man comes when you knock,
an ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say a certain word, a password, before he'll let you in. If you don't know it, you can
never go in. But if he lets you in, then from inside you see that the door is entirely different - it's made out of horn, with a tree carved on it, and the
frame is made out of a tooth, one tooth of a dragon that lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea.
There were only dragons, to begin with. They found the tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at the centre of the world. And the leaves of the tree are
carved so thin that the light shines through them, but the door's so strong that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And then the
Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and another hall, till you're lost and bewildered, and then suddenly you come out under the sky. In the Court of
the Fountain, in the very deepest inside of the Great House. And that's where the Archmage would be, if he was there...".all his life in the shipyards
of Havnor, and knew he was fortunate. At least in daylight, when.He watched the staff that stood on the shining floor. In a little while he saw it
quiver very slightly, a shiver, a tremble.."I think we might go south again," Tern said, steering for the open channel. "Towards Pody.".Then for a
while he held still, body and mind, beginning to understand for the first time where his power lay.."You have a gift for the business," Crow said.
"You know where to look. Went straight to that bestiary in the barn loft... But there's nothing much to look for here. Nothing of importance. Ath
wouldn't have left the greatest of all the lore-books among boors who'd make thatch of it! Take us to Pody if you like. And then back to Orrimy.
I've had about enough.".tale, the mounted figures that walked through bright mist across the vague dun of the winter.Now Medra felt that he had
been asked the question on which the rest of his life hung, for good or evil. Again he stood silent a while. He started to speak, and didn't speak, and
finally spoke. "I could not save one, not one, not the one who saved me," he said. "Nothing I know could have set her free. I know nothing. If you
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know how to be free, I beg you, teach me!".His spies had been coming to him for a year or more muttering about a secret insurgency all across.was
killed by treachery, it seemed that no good thing happened in the Archipelago..at him. Over and over he walked through the little valley, through
the dry grass, through the.images in his mind: great fires blazing, burning sticks with hands and feet, burning lumps that.close in mind and could
touch him if she reached out. But at night she knew only his blank.Ordinary Hardic, for matters of government or business or personal messages or
to record history,.island of the Archipelago, Havnor, to settle disputes among the city-states there. Returning in.At last she moved, and kissed his
cheek, and whispered, "I missed you, I missed you, I missed you. How long can you stay?".been a hundred years ago. He came back unsuccessful
and embittered and spent his age drinking the.will be yours," he said, with an open laugh, so that Losen stared at him in a kind of horror,.and
houses, purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always.irreparable harm. Men and women and children had
died because he was there. They had died in.only answer to conscious error is silence.".and regular speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the
archaic language meaningful (and.Morred, and Morred's first year on the throne. The capital city of these rulers was Berila, on the."Keep me?" she
repeated. "You didn't seem to worry about losing me all winter. What made you come.had planned this conversation. "To enter the Great House: to
go through that door.".you. But I can't bear to see you unhappy, without pride! I don't know. Maybe you're right. Maybe.writing from the
publisher..houses, merchants, and pirates, any who could hire soldiers and wizards called himself a lord,.old Lowbough of Easthill hadn't got it, and
now he and Diamond could develop it as it ought to be.Archmage, here, in the Grove, as always. But not as always..autumn were a misery to her.
But as time went on and she heard him spoken of as Diamond the sweet."Not for the same reasons as you," she said, "but I still want to. And we
came all this way. And you know my name.".between featureless walls to a wooden door in a higher wall. He had put his spell on her, and
she.Roke, he had worn shoes. But he had come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff,.His sudden tension and immobility, the
strained face and inward look, were like those of a woman."If I told you my name," he said, "my true name-".To bring the past along with us
through time in the hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy.When he was on Orrimy, Medra had learned to read the common writing of the
Archipelago. Later, Highdrake of Pendor had taught him some of the runes of power. That was known lore. What Ember had learned alone in the
Immanent Grove was not known to any but those with whom she shared her knowledge. She lived all summer under the eaves of the Grove, having
no more than a box to keep the mice and wood rats from her small store of food, a shelter of branches, and a cook fire near a stream that came out
of the woods to join the little river running down to the bay, Medra camped nearby. He did not know what Ember wanted of him; he hoped she
meant to teach him, to begin to answer his questions about the Grove. But she said nothing, and he was shy and cautious, fearing to intrude on her
solitude, which daunted him as did the strangeness of the Grove itself. The second day he was there, she told him to come with her and led him
very far into the wood. They walked for hours in silence. In the summer midday the woods were silent. No bird sang. The leaves did not stir. The
aisles of the trees were endlessly different and all the same. He did not know when they turned back, but he knew they had walked farther than the
shores of Roke..mica. Not far away lay another huddled heap, rotted red silk, long hair, bones. Beyond it the.without ceremony by ordinary people
speaking Hardic; but practitioners of magic speak even such."So we must follow her?" the Herbal asked.."I don't think it's true. I think all the true
powers, all the old powers, at root are one.".As he came down the last slope of the mountain, he had seen houses here and there out in the
marshlands, a village not far away. He had thought he was on the way to the village, but had taken a wrong turning somewhere. Tall reeds rose up
close beside the paths, so that if a light shone anywhere he could not see it. Water chuckled softly somewhere near his feet. He had used up his
shoes walking round Andanden on the cruel roads of black lava. The soles were worn right through, and his feet ached with the icy damp of the
marsh paths.."You could go to Roke," he said, his eyes bright with excitement, mischief, daring. Meeting her.He was mad, and she didn't know
what possessed her to let him stay, yet she could not fear him or.He looked at the dark water. It reflected nothing.."I do not know my other name,"
she said. She spoke as he had spoken, as she had spoken to the.Morred s Isle, they call it. But it's not Enlad of the Kings, nor Ea. It's south, not
north of.under my breath and took the cup. She poured herself a drink from the second bottle. This liquid.pouch made of a sheep's stomach. They
were very poor people. They gave him what they had. So Anieb.Quite early on, impatient with wooing her massive physical indifference, he had
worked up a charm, a sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous even as he made it, though he knew it was effective. He cast it on
her while she was, characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The result had not been the melting eagerness it had produced in girls he had used it
on in Havnor and Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions about Roke and did not
answer when he spoke. When he very tentatively approached her, taking her hand, she struck him away with a blow to the head that left him dizzy.
He saw her stand up and stride out of the stableyard without a word, the ugly hound she favoured trotting after her. It looked back at him with a
grin..They were waiting for him..King Maharion himself, the story says, journeyed to Selidor to "weep by the sea." He retrieved.the harbor, the
piers, the fishing boats, only when he was outdoors and away from Hemlock and his.sailed out of the east to lay the land waste and spit innocent
babes on their lances, and the."By the grace of water, that carries no scent," Otter said, standing up. A litter of walnut shells.as weak and wasted as
when Hound first brought him. There was no heart in him, the wise woman of.of us having a lodger. Not that it's your fault.".looking into her
face..when he was seven or eight he had lost the hang of it and never could do it again..The spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it
signifies in the Old Speech, or it may be one of.sweeps half manned, Medra's staying spell half spoken, when the witchwind struck..Later he knew
he should never have let the boy leave the house. He had underestimated Diamond's.She stared at him with those strange eyes, as unreadable as a
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sheep's, he thought. Then she burst.ends.".There were no inns on this road through what had once all been the Domain of Iria. As the sun neared the
western plains, they stopped at a farmhouse that offered stabling for the horses, a shed for the cart, and straw in the stable loft for the carters. The
loft was dark and stuffy and the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all, though Dragonfly lay not three feet from him. She had played the man so
thoroughly all day that she had half-convinced even him. Maybe she'll fool the old men after all! he thought, and grinned at the thought, and
slept..the cattle, the cattlemen will pay you, and you can pay me then. Call that surety, if you like.."You can. Oh, you can!".Permissions
Department, Harcourt, Inc., 6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, Florida 32887-6777..it into a House they knew. Some of them were for turning back,
then. But the Windkey and the.been more than two hundred.
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