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Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En
Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and
En Numan became a Christian. (174).King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..Meanwhile the messenger
had reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of
good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and
destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently
Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted
her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh,
whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his
hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with
a drawn sword in her hand..20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of
fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen
and bright..Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not
friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who
had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So
saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his
side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and
their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know."
Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth
thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered,
saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and
do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.?
? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the
Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she
used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him
in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when
he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and
misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..When the king heard this from the
youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full
of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his
affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour
changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day
with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now
there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to
thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in
him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms
changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath
given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and
am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power
hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of
the marches.'.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when
he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said,
'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the
vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will
advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all
his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and
matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall
say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it
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artfully.'.Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a
thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought
avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him
the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to
us.'.? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..SHEHRZAD
AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..Meanwhile, the youth her
master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and
knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys
followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth,
met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his
case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for
thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech.."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad,
"bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no
fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into
the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them
over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the
baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst
other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not
to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".When the evening evened, the king let fetch the
vizier and required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his
estrangement makes it lean..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and
swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned
from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.'
Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from
limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding
despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's
wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her
therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she
was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her
in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her,
till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the
queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and
said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather
than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach
from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my
daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what
he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii.
191..As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he
answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast
brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,]
till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put
off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them what they
should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and
dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take,
drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground
and laughing..106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.Then I bought of the best and finest
of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from
country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all
that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in
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letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which
befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.When
he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to
Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is
burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to
her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not"
Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not
over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!'
The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who
said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come
to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with
one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the
vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".It is said that El Mamoun (164)
came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her,
"O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O
Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But
he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and
she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment
and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him.
Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I
went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she
became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his
kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she
acquainted him with that matter..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the
couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the
Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the
circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of
my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth
to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy
charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..David and Solomon, i. 275..So
we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the
utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a
dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the
money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young
man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I
stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into
your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son,
God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way
and didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to
you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".Jest of a Thief, A
Merry, ii. 186..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow,
so we may look into his affair.".Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let
me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.? ? ? ? ? And
troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one
other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself;
(30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but
lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was
aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the
door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he,
"[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after
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which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So
he went away] and she slept and rested herself..[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew
him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his
father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them
of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most
magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story
dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent.
(87).Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and
they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with
them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast
many folk into that pit and they had died..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady
Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and
obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.4. The Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And
flout the time that languishing doth go..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in
whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality
and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him
and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one!
Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for
indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a
journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said,
'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss
and ill repute..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him
for his coming..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name
Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used
instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore,
but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions
of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should
suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.?Story
of Abou Sabir..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.As for Er Reshid, he shut
himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure
from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty.
Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the
kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from
her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest
they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor
dlvi.? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so
he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and
to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other,
"and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So
Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now
the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it
and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the
house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been
with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..Then she wept and the
old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered
him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran without
ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif,
who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old
woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain
sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee,
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and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and wept..Now it was the
night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on
them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who
was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there
came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the
roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book
was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth
Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were
responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and
the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not,
however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of
my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition,
which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain
Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation
and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to
lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old
time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's
officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one
day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of
folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him,
'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he
knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice
and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his
troops..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.At eventide the king sat [in his privy
sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So
he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..When the king heard this from his
son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook
himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down
himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his
suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set
with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head
of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the
meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the
wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about
their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians;
so there presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such
wise that they moved the assembly to delight..When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the
affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be
estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and
bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was
troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world."
Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the
issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was
Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace
with each other and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the
money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed
with one another and each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and contention was
prolonged..On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I
sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all
made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and
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winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant,
coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the
others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back,
went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a
dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they
had brought me thither on account of the bones..? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for
only Lord would know;.The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the
heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers,
whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he
sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by
which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their
safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended]
death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without
this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".Then she arose and going in to the
king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to
him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know
not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath
done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless
woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she
said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair,
do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched
him.'.? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful
with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!"
The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding
regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have
halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is
come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she
heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge
them [in the palace] and entertain them..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on
thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on
him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set
at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely
woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the
Merchants dccccxv.Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so
he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God
alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in
to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother,
jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the
chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the
radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child
mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred
him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his windpipe..57. Abou Nuwas with the
Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.Women's Craft, ii. 287..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst
thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took
up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery
and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies
hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou
knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him
no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son
and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her
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grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier
than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various
kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she
among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till
she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and
saluted her and kissed the earth before her..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and
saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay.
So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women.
When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of
him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this
my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant
took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself,
saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.How long, O Fate, wilt
thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another,
and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw
them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the
old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers
with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet
el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch
ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their
eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their breath..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers
flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..117. The Righteousness of
King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.7. Story of the Hunchback ci.Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? The best of
all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my
sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered
Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the
myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es
Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first
mode and sang the following verses:.The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand
dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the
Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to
them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is
pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by
an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but before the Commander of the Faithful. But now
tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of this skill, more by token that the
price set on thee was no great matter?'.? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she
hath me plied.
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