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There was once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom
extended to the confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and
he was possessed of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on
horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with
an embroidered band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he
separated himself from his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth this litter
and what is therein?". The eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to
King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never
cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the
pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband.
When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her.
Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their
governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them,
whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the
vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and
fled.".As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they
were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king,
concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have
passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things
abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of
their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and
obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.? ? ? ? ? O thou with love
of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and hasten to my side..? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts
With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my
pillow must forswear?.When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth,
who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite
our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating
themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou
heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour
for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth
that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if
the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five
slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and
other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they
might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them
with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with
harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of
China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and
improvising, sang the following verses:.Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Rich Man who gave his
Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..On this wise they abode till the
morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The
Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him
to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace
betwixt heaven and earth.".Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw
the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came
to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What
is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which
the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless,
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this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..First Officer's Story, The,
ii. 122..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but
found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the
Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented
himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to
send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for
him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the
vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they
promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing]
month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy
friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what
they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and
lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his
custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they
talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand
alike.'".? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love enough have I abyed..? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but
his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With
tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over
running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath
sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess,
to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down
and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls
ccclxxxvii.So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God
granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on
this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him
with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and
he wept for her loss..45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of
Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother
of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with
four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city;
and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth
his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with
["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..Then he
brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred
dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him;
whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his
stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove
somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they
have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to
thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news
may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that
thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not
bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say
it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God
make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred
pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us
sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city.
When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but,
when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food
and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs the rede
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'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story
dccccxxxviii.112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.74. The Devout Woman and
the Two Wicked Elders dclix.The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear, ii. 245..29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.Credulous Husband, The, i.
270..Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five
different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a
crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the
Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow
drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif
Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the
august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts
and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the
superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting
them, and peace be on thee!'.Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and
returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting
one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them
not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said
to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in
verse:.? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The
Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..One day my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered,
saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied,
'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and
fared on till we came to a forest of great trees; whereupon he made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me,
'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall
and tell me.' Then he went away and left me trembling and fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and
fared hither and thither among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went
and told my master, who rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came and carried away the dead elephant..When she had made an end of her
song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like
subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the
following verses;.I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his
release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.Now the treasuries aforetime had been in
the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from
them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were
jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no
opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his
wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little
sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a
sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and
slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make
ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where
he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and
went away..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..Selim followed
him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking
upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it
to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the
cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have
left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said,
'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the
taking of my life.'.Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his
case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named
to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his
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way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he,
'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went
out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord
Jesus.".His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the
poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he
came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he
reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew
up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and
mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and
heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of
Baghdad.".? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts
have smitten me and done my strength away..Conclusion.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies
of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame
my censors never tire..Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his
door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to
him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it
and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the
subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode
and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of
abjectness repent..Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am
going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the
praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to
slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the
Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with
'Hearkening and obedience.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good
lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and
the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the
palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up
prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to
their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs
dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the
chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is
none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom
they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls
and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and
they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the
servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the
last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat
her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be
I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..So she opened the door to
him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and
swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she
could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and
smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a
jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist,
that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned
to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,'
answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the
wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this
night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword,
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stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he
was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?'
Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage
and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow
willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear.."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the
door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he
who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].The
Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the
girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I
forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..So the vizier went in to his daughter and
said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou
wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his
eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the
king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An
thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her
the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened
the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed,
his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he
hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate
(216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart
the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".? ? ? ? ?
My maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided
thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise
with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their
heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I
am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my
slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou
couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King
Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour
was deferred how many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his
life.".How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook
themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation
concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it
compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64)
dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..166.
Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the
house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house."
"How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on
thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a
solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told
him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..They lighted
down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and
streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it
and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein,
else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in
His blessing.'.? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O
such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the
sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and
trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by
demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to
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silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep;
by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for
thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and
guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and
gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim
bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew
no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he
himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they
fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the
sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR
DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found
none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to
observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the
moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his
case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O
my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.Then
the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ?
? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..So Selim came forward and
kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that
city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had betided him [with him] and
what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook had made him his brother's
slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was not pleasant to him till he should
foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that which had betided him of sickness
and disease for the space of a full-told year..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown
hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them
and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that
had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them
that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his
brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.? ? ? ? ? All through the day
its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother
xxxii.The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind
of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm,
when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that
live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh]
allowances..Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so
He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O
Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy
love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and
lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan
and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will
deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour
and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed
and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to
the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went
down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk
marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the
Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier
make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the
footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day
passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in
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number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty
cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter
dcx.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins,
when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of
God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, '
Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of
herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they
stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose
slaughter God hath forbidden.'.Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein
was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace,
pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw
the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals
that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said,
'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace,
spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I
conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth
Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.It is said that the most
extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a
seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it
of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge
[over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that
bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought
up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).? ? ? ? ? Nay,
though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.Next morning, he again took up the bier
and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the
supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body,
saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who
dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the
appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided;
(37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution,
previously to the funeral..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon
their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of
the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about
him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I
suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his
eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls
singing..Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which was translated by Dr. Habicht and included,
with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a complete
translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression that this long but interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the
Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of it should be included in the present publication. The Romance in
question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an
examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his
preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights) at the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which
other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their way. This being the case, it is evident that the Romance
of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would (apart from the fact that its length would far overpass my
limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come across a suitable text of the work, I may make it the
subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future consideration..Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech
and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right
way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which
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hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As
for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His
creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and
her sister Dinarzad..13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required
of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name
dlxvi.?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay;
God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like.
Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain
is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all
manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended
to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and
sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his
treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with
abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF
PATIENCE..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the
door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me,
when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.'
Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She
took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to
her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth
she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the
house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her;
whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in
supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an
advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days,
whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I
kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer
me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the
affair.
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