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? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ?

? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..Now she was righteous in

all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his

brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion

and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou

tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of

his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with

his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and

seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.? ? ? ? ?

Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.? ? ? ? ? May the place of my

session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii.

24..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..When the cook heard

this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him

live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house

and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he

required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used

every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..? ? ? ? ? But on no wise

was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? b.

Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks

to raise it men delight..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..?

? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.?STORY OF THE KING AND

HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.'

And he said 'Know, then, that.Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the

Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it

with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the

Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now

the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he

knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched

his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from

the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the

day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers

fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put

the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou

art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base

origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou

hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".Then the captain looked on her

[and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became

accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose

and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from

the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew

that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..Things,

The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.Craft, Women's, ii. 287..EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).? ? ? ? ? b.

Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him,

but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought

for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man,

whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new

king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king

and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will
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publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..The Tenth Night

of the Month..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..[One day], as the ship

was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to

buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered,

saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be

upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High,

so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that

moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..When the

messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied

himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is

thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not

therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but

made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and

merrymaking and delight.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered

to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the

other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking

him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying

over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was

with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not

unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..77 The

Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..When the king heard this, he said, "I

will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife

dcxxviii.? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..Then

she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to

mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.? ? ? ? ?

Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad

in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the

serpents of her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart;

then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.'

Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over

tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he

consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and

five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though

he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because

of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt

repent.'.? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.To return to the queen his wife.

When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay

herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered

to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in

misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that

accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his

goods were put under seal..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As

ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win

my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an

exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to

depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my

own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on

over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and

daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying

those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a
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low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was

comforted and I was somewhat restored..Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by

Report ccccii.He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts,

whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and

skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted

the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still

unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou

intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Then she

cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is

not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and

kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst

accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get

me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of

her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I

find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave

from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her

once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..The Seventh Day..It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and

the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of

the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es

Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught

from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O

Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the

striving for." And Haroun wept..Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of

speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and

anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of

fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and

upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the

king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant

anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and

entreated me with the utmost kindness..? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..Then said

he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the

slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto

him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew

him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had

caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy

guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".? ? ? ? ? a. The

First Calender's Story xi.Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her

what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and

indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled

with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with

her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the

favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is

without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth

each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me

on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee

a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.The eunuch returned and told the king, who said,

"Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the

youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it

thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and

he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his
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camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he

went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to

send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, Each

one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep,

that Sees from them away..? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.One of

the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten

me and done my strength away..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on

account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber."

Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the

matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened

before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him,

'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not

avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me,

saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king

will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the

king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee

incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.60. Uns el Wujoud

and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives

are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of

those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.Then she carried him up [to the estrade]

and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and

jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him,

"Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape,

she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast

deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street

will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of

her contrivance.'.80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..? ?

? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.Now they had complained of them

aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with

sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket

and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this

more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben

Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of

him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid,

who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and

Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the

reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh,

daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be

lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's

sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would

rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her

confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair

abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er

Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and

found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God

assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was

moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade

and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took

the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..As for the vizier, the sultan
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discovereth unto him his affairs, private and public; and know, O king, that the similitude of thee with the people is that of the physician with the

sick man; and the condition (169) of the vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the

folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that good troops (170) are like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou

still smallest the sweet scent of them; and ill troops are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it

behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man of good counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that

thou hast need of the man's righteousness for thine own amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if

thou do evil, they also will do evil.".The draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the deputy's presence, betook

himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At break of day he arose and

going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about him and all who were in the

city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then he made for the

prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of distraction..Eleventh Officer's Story,

The, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.Then he

re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own

country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit

hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..9. The History of

King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine

enemy!.The End..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for

this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I

have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him.

(235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute,

whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on

wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that

she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he

said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that

what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she

had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..127.

The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.Then said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and

said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my

mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that

there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after

which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso

lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred

dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I

am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make

proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the

Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that

time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered

to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and

returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son

and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate

that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents

of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.'

Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house;

and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the

camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.Then they

spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the

prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in

very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was

Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came

round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the
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chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him

into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and

Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives

and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and

officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the

Prophet..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of

sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried

out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was

confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent

him to the house of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin

of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157.
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