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NOTICE SUR LES EAUX THERMALES DE NIRIS
When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he

questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost

loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid

her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his

absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and

went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold

upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she

refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and

gentleness..40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in

himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not

who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they

dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he,

'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying,

'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee

with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the

folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth

you.'.? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their

threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship,

summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before

him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after

which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and

repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage

with her..Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,'

and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching

him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth

the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than

the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye

say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath

returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and

make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.When the Khalif heard this, her

speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the

book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous

fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.64.

Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to

him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain

of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to

follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted

him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling

Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful

released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who

bade cut off his hand..STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..22. El Hejjaj and the

three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..So he repaired

to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned

devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she

opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile.

Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and

standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and

went away..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none
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might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and

servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he

issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and

when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make

ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas

looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.82.

Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised] story. So he

said, "Know, O king, that.Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought

she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the

Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O

accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the

night..Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of

affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine

affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother

and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the

lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".Baghdad, El

Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than

the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no

harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed

her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder

whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is

this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the

head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh

knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.90. The Devout Prince cccci.? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is

serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of

death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.So he sat down at

the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy

grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet,

thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest.

[However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed

himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El

Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red

and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who

was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us

such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of

police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst

me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him,

as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth

at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's

Wife dcccclxiii.When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him,

up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I

conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will

well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that,

were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas,

"indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched

the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and

part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his

feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..When the Khalif

returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive

him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their
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hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her

adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my

intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and

she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O

Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.Then came her brother to him and

said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he,

"If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's

brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat

down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst

thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered

thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst

thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I

feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".5. Noureddin Ali of

Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness' hands

confined..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El

Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and

mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your

lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves

fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had

gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four

sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going

out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous

voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the

king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the

Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me

by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and

caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter

from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former,

rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when

his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his

fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and

cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be

reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep

thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother

and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall

sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite

thee with good!'.? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..So he did this, and when it

was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent to him and

summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and when

he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with

stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no

motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night.

When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they

took him up..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..Now the king was a very old man

and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people

and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth

us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of

aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth

they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!'

answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought
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her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It

comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to

him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay

the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than

myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.Man of Khorassan, his Son and his

Governor, Story of the, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and

ravishment..Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.Now she was righteous in all her

dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when

he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt

perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb

from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding

despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's

wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her

therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30)

after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit

on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was

aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the

door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he,

"[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after

which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So

he went away] and she slept and rested herself..Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman

who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused

and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should

steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that

the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had

opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye

see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the

door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never

did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE

FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.The young man

marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his

family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the

story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more

magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".So she sent for him in private and said to him,

'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the

matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.'

He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces

privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they

loaded on the backs of camels..When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried

not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts,

to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell

out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment

and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma

was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her,

till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the

kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the

people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my

cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir

Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat

up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its
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walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly,

save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).Clemency, Of, i. 120..Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..Presently, the

king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and

entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not

hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated

himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he

bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..Term, Of the

Appointed, i. 147..Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first

and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the

king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had

changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he

who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid

waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues

enjoy all benefit..? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..So saying, he

fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk

heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the

Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in

upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This

is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant

answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the

day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince

dcxii.Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142)

commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other

presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he

bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter."

"O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and

withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the

king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee?

For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".86. Omar ben el

Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.Then he went

on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when

I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics

presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his

voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord.

Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling

in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.The Khalif smiled and said to his

eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of

the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough

that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif,

"it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now

but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk;

and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee."

The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".Moreover, he assembled

the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into

many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious

obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs

of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and

their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm

and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..So she took the

hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon
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he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el

Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went

forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast.

Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour

had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif,

"There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a

concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade

him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given

him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and

he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat

talking and laughing at one another..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his

head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they

repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and

they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the

water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who

questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp

and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He

engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred

horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is

minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald

plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and

colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom

was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the

portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him,

"O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the

portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El

Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and

answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth;

but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance

and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the

fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed,

"Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my

lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service

and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced

and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the

youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as

saith of it the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become

a name of wonderment..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask

thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].'

Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me

is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop

with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."'

(232).Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him

his story from beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into

the hands of the cook and that which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and

pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the

princess and become king and how life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a

second time and acquainted her with that which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..Presently she felt a breath

upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and

Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse,
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what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where

she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They

gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was

instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..They

lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in

trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and

examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our

abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and

majesty) and in His blessing.'.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he

opprest..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the

day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions.

Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him

and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on

instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!"

As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest

meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My

name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy

name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round

of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and

change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in

weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou

open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not

patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls

were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must

death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from

the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst

sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter

came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth

the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the

world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.? ? ? ? ? O thou

that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..Physician by his Wife's

Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced

with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!"

Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were

drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the

festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city

rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed

all comers, high and low..Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man

whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and

meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall

concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take

half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the

money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have

returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget

him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand

[of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man,

between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken

the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a

journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to

them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a
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place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..? ? ?

? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.48. Haroun Er Reshid with the

Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say

to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth

that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of

robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and

their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou

we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul

without just cause is a grave [matter].'.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..When she had made an end of her

song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O

Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode

gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and

the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter

or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank.

Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas

desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my

arms and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make

haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the

prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in

the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his

spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and

dispersed them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.When it was the

ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death,

he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took

counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook

themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is

occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the

youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what

shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am

become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be

estopped from us.'".When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the

commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and

brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange

man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his

journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to

wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother

abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him

how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him

abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..Had we thy coming known,

we would for sacrifice, i. 13..Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i.

47.The Eighteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so

white..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..When

God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith

ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.When the king heard this, his admiration

redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal

counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are

ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till

the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".Then

I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and

traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after
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which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High;

then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added

Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".Meanwhile, his father and

mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no

trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a

broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So

he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother

rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.'

Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years passed..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with

news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.Then they

agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried

from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and

fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the

journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing

to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon

and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to

him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the

coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth

quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that

which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and

went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what

they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are

ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him

and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his

troops..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi
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