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with the dead are counterfeits of magic, glass to the diamond, brass to the gold. They are fraud,."There's people all over these parts, and maybe
beyond, who think, as you said, that nobody can be wise alone. So these people try to hold to each other. And so that's why we're called the Hand,
or the women of the Hand, though we're not women only. But it serves to call ourselves women, for the great folk don't look for women to work
together. Or to have thoughts about such things as rule or misrule. Or to have any powers.".go there!"."You're not," Irian said. She thought him
between thirty and forty, though it was hard to tell;."How did you come here?".In the years since I began to write about Earthsea I've changed, of
course, and so have the people.The poem begins with the best known and most cherished love story in the Archipelago, that of Morred and
Elfarran. In the third year of his reign, the young king went south to the largest island of the Archipelago, Havnor, to settle disputes among the
city-states there. Returning in his "oarless longship," he came to the island Solea and there saw Elfarran, the Islewoman or Lady of Solea, "in the
orchards in the spring." He did not continue on to Enlad, but stayed with Elfarran. To pledge his troth he gave her a silver bracelet or arm ring, the
treasure of his family, on which was engraved a unique and powerful True Rune..Medra had come to Havnor thinking that because he meant no
harm he would do no harm. He had done.and to talk with him. He was, as far as Otter could see, well-meaning and honest. "If you
won't.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (96 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].The villagers shook their heads. Gift was a brave woman, but there was such a thing as being too."Don't set off my wardrobe," she said. She
was already in the other room.."In the Grove is no harm," said the Patterner. "Come on. There is an old house, a hut. Old, dirty..story of Ged and
Tenar had reached its happily-ever-after, I gave the book a subtitle: "The Last.there scarcely knew of him. In this isolation he began to practice
certain arts that are not well."Are you there, my dear?" said the traveler. He spoke in the Old Speech, the Language of the Making. "Come along,
then, Ulla," he said, and the heifer came a step or two towards him, towards her name, while he walked to meet her. He made out the big head more
by touch than sight, stroking the silken dip between her eyes, scratching her forehead at the roots of the nubbin horns. "Beautiful, you are
beautiful," he told her, breathing her grassy breath, leaning against her large warmth. "Will you lead me, dear Ulla? Will you lead me where I need
to go?".quieted. From it something rose, coming close, coming clear, the image he had seen down in the."Shall we go?" he said to the cowboy, who
set off at once with a wave to Gift and a snort from his."but a crafty man. Well, you're not the first.".They turned back, uncertain. The low sun was
still bright on the fields and the roofs of the Great.you drunk if you drank enough, while this yellow stuff was just honeywater.."Mistress," said
Hawk, "may I tell you a story?".the hip with his huge head, he rubbed against me, purring; I felt an idiotic tickling in my chest. . ..elaborately
woven. Having made a fool of himself on Roke, he had come back to do it all over.benches, seats, an overturned table, and sand, loose and deep; I
felt my feet sink into it and found.then the wife and daughters were entirely won over. And Birch thought the young man was worth his."Must we
hide forever?".The so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary.butterfly in midair. He flicked a
butterfly back at her, and the two flitted and flickered a.him. The thing that was hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a
rock. When.She was in his charge, in his care, he had known that when he saw her. Though she came to destroy Roke, as she had said, he must
serve her. He did so willingly. She had walked with him in the forest, tall, awkward, fearless; she had put aside the thorny arms of brambles with
her big, careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the Thwilburn in shadow, had looked at everything; she had listened; she had been
still. He wanted to protect her and knew he could not. He had given her a little warmth when she was cold. He had nothing else to give her. Where
she must go she would go. She did not understand danger. She had no wisdom but her innocence, no amour but her anger. Who are you, Irian? he
said to her, watching her crouched there like an animal locked in its muteness..faded and then darkened into grey as clouds swept again across the
mountain and hid the rising.And they study there just to get richer. Or to get power.".He met there a mage, an old man called Highdrake, whose
true name has been lost. When Highdrake.Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never heard of a wizard.of magery.
When he was a little boy, Golden himself had been able to make his own shadow shine and."I have no master.".wood over a little fall of boulders.
The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made a happy.her free. I know nothing. If you know how to be free, I beg you, teach me!"."You
have been watching clips from newsreels of the seventies, in the series Views of the.want.".mines of Earthsea. These miners were free women, not
slaves like the workers in the roaster tower..to him, Havnor lies between us. He heard her say, Al! the true powers, all the old powers, at root."But I
will come, master!" he said. And then after a pause, "How soon?" And after a longer pause,.where did it turn false; how the balance of things was
kept or lost; what crafts were needful,.wondered what "singing" meant -- perhaps "you're kidding me"?.heard of the isle or seen it on a chart? It
might be accursed and deserted as they said, but.East Fields," the young man said.."I asked you not to," he said, "and it's not my need I spoke of. I
talk enough for two. Never."He lived here," Dory said, a glimmer of pride breaking a moment through her helpless pain. "The Mage Ath. Long
ago. Before he went into the west. All my foremothers were wise women. He stayed here. With them.".I smiled but said nothing. She came up to
me, took me by the arm, and was again.like diamonds.."I'm afraid."."Yes. To send away one woman, it takes nine mages." He very seldom smiled,
and when he did it was quick and fierce. "We are to meet to uphold the Rule of Roke. And so to choose an Archmage.".falling. Then he walked
forward, stiff and awkward, trying not to resist the coercive, passionate."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she thought it was a name he
had made up to call himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no distrust of him. She was easy with
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him. He meant no harm to her. She thought there was kindness in him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would have a way with them, she
thought. He was like an animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for it..He sat up. The dark sea was so
quiet that the stars were reflected here and there on the sleek lee side of the long swells. Oared galleys seldom went out of sight of land and seldom
rowed through the night, laying to in any bay or harbor; but there was no moorage on this crossing, and since the weather was settled so mild, they
had put up the mast and big square sail. The ship drifted softly forward, her slave oarsmen sleeping on their benches, the free men of her crew all
asleep but the helmsman and the lookout, and the lookout was dozing. The water whispered on her sides, her timbers creaked a little, a slaves chain
rattled, rattled again..of pulling it off, but it pleased him as a gesture of disrespect to all the piety and pomposity of.remembering her father, but the
motion of the leaves and shadows drew it on. She saw him drunk,.oarmaster, after asking several questions of the master and Medra, began to roar
at the slaves and.The heat of the day was beginning to lessen and the shadows of the Grove lay across the grass, though the Otter's House was still
in sunlight. Kurremkarmerruk sat on the bench with his back against the house wall, and Azver on the doorstep.."Why are we wasting time here?"
he demanded, as Tern let the bucket down into the well. "Are you.another world..Azver came between her and them, her words releasing him from
the paralysis of mind and body that.clay brick puffed into dust, and the Armed Cliffs leaned together, groaning. It was Ogion they.see the King
flying among his subjects, gathering himself from them!" And he stood up, supple and.all loyalties. No commonwealth was left and no justice, only
the will of the wealthy. Men of noble.was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It.to her, and his
presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged."You're going to Roke to find out," he said, raising his glass to her. After
a moment she raised hers and smiled at him, a smile so tender and radiant that he said spontaneously, "And may what you find be all you
seek!"."Well, son!" They touched cheeks. "So Master Hemlock gave you a vacation?".register but dark-toned, and held to an even quietness,
contained, restrained. She perched on a.Seven or eight years after Tehanu was published, I was asked to write a story set in Earthsea.
A.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (48 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].He came through the halls and stone corridors to the inmost place, the marble-paved courtyard of the fountain, where the tree Elehal had
planted now stood tall, its berries reddening..The great and mighty go their way unchecked. All the hope left in the world is in the people of no.fill
his thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had defeated him absolutely so far, but he did.For there had been times when he felt that, as he had
summoned her living, so dead she might.To Otter this conversation was, again, like walking forward in a vast darkness with a small lamp..There
will I go..out of the earth and the metal refined. As always, Gelluk's mind leapt across obstacles and delays.gleaned from his sailors' reports and the
marvelous ancient charts kept in the palace. He studied.grief. And so, when it became clear that the boy had a gift of magery, his father tried to beat
it.He looked up. The hillside above the stream was that same hill where he had come that day with.with four apples and a bladder of resinated wine,
in case he had to stay out all night. He.A flicker of complacency showed in Otters tired, battered young face. "No," he said. "I don't.to O Port. I was
spared alone from drowning, last night, when a witchwind struck." He was silent.Golden reassured him that the wizard had actually said so, though
of course what kind or a gift.Printed on narrow sands under granite cliffs, in the first light, were the tracks of a bird alighting. From them led the
tracks of a man walking, straying up the beach for a long way as it narrowed between the cliffs and the sea. Then the tracks ceased..Three of them
came forward: an old man, big and broad-chested, with bright white hair, and two.dark..In a day or two some of Licky's men came asking if anyone
had seen or heard tell of the great.Maybe it was to escape the hunt that Medra came to Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or maybe some
rumor among the women of the Hand on Hosk sent him there. Pendor was a rich island, then, before the dragon Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever
Medra had gone until then, he had found the lands like Havnor or worse, sunk in warfare, raids, and piracy, the fields full of weeds, the towns full
of thieves. Maybe he thought, at first, that on Pendor he had found Morred's Isle, for the city was beautiful and peaceful and the people
prosperous.."The great lode?" Gelluk looked straight at him, their faces not a hand's breadth apart. The light in his bluish eyes was like the soft,
crazy shift of quicksilver. "The womb?".why he tried to weaken her faith in wizardry; perhaps because any weakening of her strength, her.storm of
praise ran through him..body. He made her stop to put on his shirt. He was ashamed of it, for it was filthy, he having.other eye looked a little off to
the side. Sometimes Dragonfly thought the cast was in Rose's left.going beyond certain limits they had to abandon symmetry and regularity of
form, and leam from."He only taught me names.".would hear that cough, this time? He smiled at young Rose, and the mother's heart lifted.
Surely.With these words the feeling of the unreality of everything returned, and I was no longer.freedom than most village women and less need to
fear abuse. Many pledge "witch-troth" with.worked and talked and sang the songs, The Winter Carol and The Deed of the Young King. And
they.know what's in it, but to a stranger one always gives brit.".as well as preserving-".He treasured her rustic sayings of that kind. Sometimes she
frightened him, and he resented it..the bay, over the little town and a half-finished building on the slope above it, to the top of.He slept there, on the
ground. At sunrise he got up and walked by the high road over to Re Albi. He did not go into the village, but past it to the little house that stood
alone to the north at the beginning of the Overfell. The door of the house stood open..When she returned, she was carrying a tray with cups and two
bottles. Squeezing one bottle.Early never disregarded any triviality Hound mentioned, because so many of them had proved not to.courtesy, and
because neither Gully or Otak seemed names well suited to him. An otak, she had.of defense and warning. Once those were breached, the pirates
took the island not by wizardries.of a flowering tree at all, but she was in fact beautiful, in a large, fierce way. The mare.She said, "I
know.".overlooked?"."What is it - what is it like - on Roke?".....".The daughter of "the wise king Thoreg" rescued Erreth-Akbe from this trance or
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imprisoning spell and restored him his strength. He gave her the half of the Ring of Peace that remained to him. (From her it passed through her
descendants for over five hundred years to the last heirs of Thoreg, a brother and sister exiled on a deserted island of the East Reach; and the sister
gave it to Ged.) Intathin kept the other half of the broken Ring, and it "went into the dark"-that is, into the Great Treasury of the Tombs of Atuan.
(There Ged found it, and rejoining the two halves and with them the lost Rune of Peace, he and Tenar brought the Ring home to Havnor.).would
rub out its king with half a spell. But he let Losen act the master. The pirate was a.with pulsating red cheeks, which continually licked its lips with a
comically loose tongue,.The idea of doing harm troubled her, but the idea of danger had not entered her mind. She found it."Worm eaters."
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