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The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not
for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors
and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was
forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed
that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and
could but groan feebly..The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..? ? ?
? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..EL MAMOUN AND
ZUBEIDEH (163).Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said
to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the
eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her
clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are
somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were
little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour
of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with
amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow
have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless
joyance, quit of care and woe..When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and
casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then
he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded
and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air,
for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and
the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all
who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and
confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house,
found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou
this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress;
but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and
bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath
made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like
thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come
but once a year, and but a little stay..Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.Officer's Story,
The Sixteenth, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.Then they told the damsel,
who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him
and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the
king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed
his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech
and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes]
and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace,
went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.When
Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve
and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the
phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.Then will he say to thee, 'Then
thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her
honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose
descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an
ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let
her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved
and ye be delivered from each other.".The Eighth Day..So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him,
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and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's
son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the
marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the
government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..Presently, the king [of the city] was
minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for
the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered
concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in
thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of
the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old
man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story
lxiii.? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the
myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr
Basim of Persia dccxciv.Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her,
"I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he
answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat,
behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked
on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast
herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her
serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician
Douban xi.As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they
rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity,
so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till
there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all
that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it
pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but
God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her
Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and
saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,'
answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day,
as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee
asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and
whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.'
But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed.
Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous
story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand
and saluted him..? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..Sindbad the
Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle
might,.The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook
me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent
and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head
rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon
widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..? ? ? ? ? l.
The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.The Eleventh Night of the Month..Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee;
but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent
on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou
wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give
thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and
perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O
king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth
of the folk, I will marry her to him.".Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that
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day, iii. 47..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.To return to the king's
daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze
on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my
palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied
himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel
answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he
came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so
we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.? ? ? ? ?
"How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and
the Woman of the, i. 57..When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and
whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst
of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which
befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure
thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against
morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and
delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he
respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances
of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So
he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.94. The
Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of
Persia iccxxxviii.So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man;
and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth
the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man
replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him,
she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some
default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh
presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is
an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have
diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac
ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the
boon-companion?' (176).The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven
hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings
stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And
the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy
leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and
when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose,
shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the
dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will
hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his
father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the tents, for the much
interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides and
escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his
son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves and the guards had
taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that
the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when
he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the
night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain
do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and
prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn
said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill,
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whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander
of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four
hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the
least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".The prince
thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth
they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the
Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make
her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy
continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's
distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of
the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself
to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the like..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the
daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with
the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his
slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was
confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and
that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the
slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the
recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of
Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country,
under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her,
wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go:
and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch
disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he
had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him.
When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..? ? ? ? ? a. The First
Calender's Story xi.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er
Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er
Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this
end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of
certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit
and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..After this the king sat, with
his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers
and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king
said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened.
Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O
my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not
bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who
ensueth haste repent.".Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she
looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew
what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass,
wrote the following verses:.Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they
imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police
arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him
of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he
came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan
bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and
assigned him a lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his living..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..?STORY
OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.Would we may live together, and when we come
to die, i. 47..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..All this
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while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then,
when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to
perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose
the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his
sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of
that torment, he recovered from his malady..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came
to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but
tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to
come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly,
on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and
a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding
fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open
not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am
affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy
door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a
mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?'
So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had
gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth
Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my
tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have
hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said
in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered
upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she
straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell
to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending
the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she
sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her
praise..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..Journeyman and the Girl,
The, ii. 17..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.?STORY OF THE RICH
MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had
fall'n to ruin and decay..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..When the company heard this story, they
marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is]
no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go;
but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth
on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart
revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from
the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..When the youth
had made an end of his story, the king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow
we will took into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of
such a fair I'm sped?.? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..Then he thrust
his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in
his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly
allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then
he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the mosques..There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of
Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by night Among his
boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful of him a
single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account with the Khalif and
that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was grievous to Abdallah and
he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and nevermore shall I get of him
that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so that he recited the following
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verses:.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226)
xiv.Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the
latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own
house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon
quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my
little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may
look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold,
the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her
and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his
heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her
myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch,
"may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth
thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his
knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her."
"O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not
to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened
by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and
I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to
his house, married her.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have
brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's
house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp
of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he
slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose
hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man
availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the
accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him
until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and
flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them,
saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.'
So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent
of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will
take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and
dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered
their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father,
on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After
awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching
him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with
him..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft
moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to
question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of
my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.? ? ? ? ? All
for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we
Confess thy magnanimity;.Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought
with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their
abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his
living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became
to them a home..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he
seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade
bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth
they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten
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together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech,
but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the
troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent
and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.Now this island is under the
Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island,
stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of
jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its
streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are
such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after
great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry
this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.Then she gave out among the folk
that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his
honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted
him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented
themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had
foregone him of the kings..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.She laughed and cried out
to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women
and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them
came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved
thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with
each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..The Sixteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story
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