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? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..The ship tarried
with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth
and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem
should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind
and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there.
So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein,
a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and
set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here,
and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.? ? ? ? ? g.
King Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..The king gave him money and men and troops galore
and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said
not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a
venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the
other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth
to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and
sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and
his home..Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit
of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on
thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon
her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to
a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's
verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted
his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.? ? ? ? ? For those
whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the
woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou
hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst,
avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's
house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of
the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for
him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted
generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's
houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers
and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly
instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but
enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round
about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of
stature, in the dust They prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.When
Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my
story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s
mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to
him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee
against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near
thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this
king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor
advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his
troops.'.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and
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gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the
vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause
them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment,
after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not
over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without
symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince
dcxii.?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full
many a doughty knight,.The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the
love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..But for the spying of the eyes
[ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good
hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and
saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my
deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered
with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the
Creator, the Maker!".? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..EN
NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dlxxxii.Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan
turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby
he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed
his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the
lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and
coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and
goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O
son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14)
this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and
uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art
afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related
to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and
to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it
was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And
he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at
him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and wept..Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek
handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto
two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and
semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her
mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and
attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with her..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for
indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh,
what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I
thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room
in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for
thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais,
"Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's
presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do
ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the
realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch
painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen
them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between
them.".? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.? ? ?
? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave
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him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad
them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of shecamels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad.
When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse
and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent
nothing..Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, '
What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into
his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and investing him
with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to his destination,
to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will
go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And
the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife
of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I
misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door
opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they
returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced
them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they
brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232)
dcxlvi.The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and
took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up
incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a
camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell,
whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However,
some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went
away..? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the regal estate..A certain king sat one day on
the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over
against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder
house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was
passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took
the letter and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for
the city in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.Therewith
Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty
thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the
gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and
Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of
their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate
and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her
their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So
he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and
said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him
with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in
to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]?
What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live
and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And
she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad,
go, lay him out and carry him forth.".? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..? ? ? ? ?
So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an
eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he
arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife
also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city.
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Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of
wonders and rarities.".Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of
the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..116.
Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..22. Alaeddin Abou esh
Shamat ccl.? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..? ? ? ?
? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends
forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when
he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah,
never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of
the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).Accordingly, Ishac bade
admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon
thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the
treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of
thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and
tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight.
Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the
Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el
Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not,
her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease
from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space
and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or
more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between
herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh
laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from
death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and
his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth
waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor."Leave the
mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His
mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated
the following line:].There was once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud
and his kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his
dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with
an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade,
garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht
saw this, he separated himself from his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth
this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend,
vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".As for Mesrour, he gave not over
running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and
chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him,
dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,]
saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head
outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.'
And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead.
Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched
herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And
crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop
the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his
daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her
and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King
Dabdin her husband..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy
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love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11)
and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred
men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the
woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while]
God willed..When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she.
And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the
female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O
Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that
I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these
words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun
danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the
lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.The Thirteenth Night of the Month..? ? ?
? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine,
Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.So Belehwan the
froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told
years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him
forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King
Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been
bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou
soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance,
and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is
others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan,
'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O
king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say
sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle
array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out
and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent
and dead!.? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,.So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit
of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent
Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured
for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token
that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that
thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done
us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated
and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel,
and so peace be on thee!"'.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in
vain..There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy
in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem
with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his
subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces
from the wise men's sight,."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a
king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from
that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and
exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they
rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls,
and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and
whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he
espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a
window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again.
But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out,
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was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his
eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First
my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me
not and endeavour was useless.'.As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter,
so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set
story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the
eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will
accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I
acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on
this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till
thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is
long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy
not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the
king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying,
he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..118. The Merchant of Cairo and the
Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch
Bekhit xxxix.Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of
tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and
groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and
thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and
indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take
refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone
and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and
acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and
fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the
youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as
saith of it the poet in the following verses:.Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye,
Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory
over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of
me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this
cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And
Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.Singer and the Druggist, The, i.
229..[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land
of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he
was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he
spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding
such as none but he might claim..Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my
heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now
laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must
slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.'
'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant
unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the
cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May
yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said
to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and
will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the
Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning,"
answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy
youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the
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field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they,
"or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.75. The Imam Abou Yousuf
with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept),
the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave
them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to
crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been
there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark."
Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and
preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?"
"Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou
remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.10. Women's
Craft cxcv-cc.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of
honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan.
When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as
befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and
prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR.
(163).Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took
the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her,
'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening
and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?'
Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell
In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he
spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me
till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy
head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest
divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her
who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode
with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is
All-Knowing..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told
him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and
letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he
fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done
no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the
virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a
thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..So he sat down at the sharper's
head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So
arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to
make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he
still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to
prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi
came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue
and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my
cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.One day, he went forth in
quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek
hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly
aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was
dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed,
her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew
long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story,
that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.Now they had
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complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they
fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the
money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the
Village Damsel ccclxxxix."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?"
"By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not
consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I
drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have
made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful."."There was once a man, a merchant, who
was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said
in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest
myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought
wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for
which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his
friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited
and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'
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