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He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded
for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he
had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and
how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather
humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and
raiment and jewels..The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dlxxxii.When God caused the morning
morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two
lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within
the house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said
[to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had
lost.' And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to
them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they
referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there
was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first
thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of
God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children.
As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had
entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.When El Melik ez Zahir heard
Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I
forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..So El Merouzi went away and the other
turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be,
for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money;
and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and
tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou
dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou
wilt.'.He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate
thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the
singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of
them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst
the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his
breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this
one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..88. The Thief turned Merchant
and the other Thief cccxcviii.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring
him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which
the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.'
Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the
king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that
which betided him..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate
Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city
and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young
Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we
are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was
about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other
than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free
and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the
prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should
come upon him and cast him into another calamity..? ? ? ? ? My heart, since the leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body, for
love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he
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slain, how many a bone laid bare?.Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering
hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions
arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune
fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by
them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast
him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one
whom he knew not".My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..To return to the queen his wife.
When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay
herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered
to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in
misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that
accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his
goods were put under seal..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother
clxiv.Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It
was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat
down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various
kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh
came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while
the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl
told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,'
answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell
backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and
none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..When
those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier
thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited
abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made
an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops.
Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other
perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded
and it was a notable day..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God
grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the
mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of
the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond,
who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching
him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water,
and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what
was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the
world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now
is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered
[his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came
to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This
is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a
lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened
and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou
protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he
heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to
the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to
his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one.
When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence
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upon Mariyeh.".? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry
plight..?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I
love my love doth not repay.."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.? ? ? ? ? r. The
Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent
and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing
this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related
to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and
the other said,.When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her
voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of
thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their
apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and
returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and
majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they
had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..The
dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third,
"I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth
her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him,
"What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder
merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a
kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and
head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,
shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will
not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had
been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and
bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance,
handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I
was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How
camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have
an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied
the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.? ? ? ? ? From mine
own land, to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and
all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be:
'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and
pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you,
arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn
is he..The Ninth Day.28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had
been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To
whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and
clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The
merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his
reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him,
'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may
speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their
enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and
treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they
fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said
to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to
the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my
lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".As for Aboulhusn,
he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el
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Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and
rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and
finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I
am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my
son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".As
for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned
him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard
for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no
profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and
counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent
for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew
him..So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar
went in to her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love
and preferred her over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could
say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was
grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him
Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent,
and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..At this I trembled and replied, 'By the
Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to
swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination
left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled
exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath
betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of
Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I
answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.Calcutta (1814-18) Text..98. The Haunted House in
Baghdad dclxxxviii."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have
brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's
house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp
of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he
slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose
hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man
availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the
accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him
until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate
the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread
seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till
there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".? ? ? ? ? My
patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after
which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her.
However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from
her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest
thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and
she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not
our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we
will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed
thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his
prate..?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the
rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he
heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were
painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk
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let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the
prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was
confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to
sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".Thy letter reached me; when the words
thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after
crookedness..? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..? ? ? ? ? b.
The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a
loveling blithe and gay..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.So the sharper took
the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye,
such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.? ? ? ? ? And if a
creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..When the youth had made an end of his
speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth
his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all
that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his
slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without
the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying
before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when
they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..Now it chanced that a
camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set
out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of
her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate
place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband
and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But
she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal
compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done
me a kindness.'.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was
goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and
worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High
willed of days and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness
and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then
came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his
realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and
made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to
the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath
bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at
the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with
us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the
ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O
pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer]
before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent
one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of
him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea,
and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.? ? ?
? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.Behold, I am clad in
a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy
goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.The Third Day..Presently, the old woman came in to her and
saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath
betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O
my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what
Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the
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Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour
came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said
to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which
hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".Meanwhile, he
ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children;
and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that
they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the
utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and
the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor
sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Eunuch Kafour ,,.11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.Now this (155)
was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the
coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled
and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor."
And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..65.
The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God,
not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear,
because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the
creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is
his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was
filled, my heart with dreariment..Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his
reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High
and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease
to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so
extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose
from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..The season of my presence is never
at an end, ii. 246..All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her
readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself
ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh
abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss,
till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden
goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid
and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at
hand!'.?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his
appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a
truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the
king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in
shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee
this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the
base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able
thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his
story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..The news
reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so
wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her
father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his
treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest
of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have
patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what
lacked of the dowry]..? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to
king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised
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him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to
the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth
the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then
they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put
him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of
Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that
which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to
his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him
a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye
have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made
answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of
police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It
is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins
hath gotten and will not let me free,.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed
largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the
Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen.
Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel
come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the
psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following
verses:.I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that
which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six
nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus,
I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was
[engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there,
and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not
win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as
often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went.
This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with
me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore
and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to
her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived
her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for
that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the
kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set
bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to him..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.? ? ? ?
? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..? ? ? ? ? d. Prince
Bihzad ccccliii.? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..54. The
Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so
methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put
this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like
unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady
Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing
from thy leasing.".Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..? ? ? ? ? If
slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh
dclxxxviii.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her
and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where
he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming,
so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el
Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el
Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its
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native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou
thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xi.Quoth the king,
"Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty
days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him
Relief..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and
when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head.
She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the
singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and
opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..Quoth En Numan,
"What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What
is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became
a Christian. (174)
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