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When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and

the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he.

Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than

thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy

youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most

High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the

reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So

they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on

hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and

now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered

him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied,

"No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it

in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me.

So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to

her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so

may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took

him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How

much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and

bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year

is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon

Mariyeh.".63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a

money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he

opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and

went away from him..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..16.

Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price;

after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like

to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if

my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do

thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money,

wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell

it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan

and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her,

'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to

thee.'.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants

and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the

commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects

and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..90. The Devout Prince

cccci.?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.Rich Man and his

Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was

blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him

a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave

birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle

or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the

beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and

polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the

kings heard of her and all of them desired to look upon her..1. The Merchant and the Genie i.? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of

whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our

hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind
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dclxviii.? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him

my dear!".119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou

arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou

mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house,

seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up

prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented;

whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of

him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of

that place..There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having

troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up

and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and

[adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never

beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her.

Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his

[continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to

one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and

spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what

ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was

entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings thereof..When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for

shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and

confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed

clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give

us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and

jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy

and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee

bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged;

secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to

a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her." And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions.

As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give

him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of

God the Most High.".Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O

father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto

thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said

to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El

Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage

between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil

that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised]

story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a

sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load

of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a

second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who [went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he

would not sell but at the price of dried figs..?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his

grace once more to reunite..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved

one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none

answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred

dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered

somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a

little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done

with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him

sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the
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freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and

begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.? ?

? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.Then he

went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem

when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four

danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of

his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his

Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against

falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..? ? ? ? ? Yea,

nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..When the damsel (215)

saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee

thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had

fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand

her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved

and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So

comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast

ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere

vain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl,

fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third

Brother xxxii.55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.When the king

heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O

king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but

truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against

Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was

like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought

hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ? ? ?

What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess,

God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth say..? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.29. The City of Irem

cclxxvi.? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the

blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm

shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and

abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder

whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is

this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the

head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh

knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother

wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,'

answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is

she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's

son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he

entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..? ? ? ? ?

And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were

[prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from

thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour

and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the

youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for

that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch

over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as

appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of

his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May
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God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank

high..Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..? ? ? ?

? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within

the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he

came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman,

falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste

and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words

together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth

thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the

Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I

weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.Presently, the sharper came to the

ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he

buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this,

for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now,

if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the

vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man

and that which befell between them.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.Clemency, Of, i. 120..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and

Curret el Ain dclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to

me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God

open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy

waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such

a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my

master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and

entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.So saying, he

left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite

thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When

they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were

mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away,

whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have

bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that

which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they

scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,)

that.When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman

dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..140.

Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy

secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said,

'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it

was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called

for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full

of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he

said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted

with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce

[you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the

dead..As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who

is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We

are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire

of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know

thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled

thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in

Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth
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and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and

saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took

leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and

rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of

his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory

and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over

them..Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he

would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it

morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if

he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he

dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the

Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS.

(154).No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased

El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear

my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's

alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..Now there was in the house a ram, with which the

Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted

her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast

down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then

he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too

many already have drunken whilere..As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!"

So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and

said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's

succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled

from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas

cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what

was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from

him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..When the

king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and

gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with

him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people

of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to

make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her

religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of

the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".The king took his wife, the

mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When

travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto

each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till

they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of

the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him

down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the

water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an

old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his

children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..Therewith Nuzhet el

Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his

feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let

down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is

this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my

lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for
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Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and

said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine

enemy!.? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..When King Shah

Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the

evening..When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a

goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place

beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this

tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow

that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..6. Isaac of Mosul's Story

of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow,

by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached

the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father,

who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned

together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to

El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep

without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and

recited the following verses:.75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is,

if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and

kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh

Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh

Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and

kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various

colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es

Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape,

the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after

the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her

presence.'.When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad,

and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the

news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and

[when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him

with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt]

aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes

and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace

will not forget me e'er..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..EL MAMOUN AND

ZUBEIDEH (163).104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud,

as to meet you I flew..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of

the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company,

and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit.

He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he

acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the

eunuch], aswoon..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour

cccxxvii.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.Then he went to fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it

not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou

wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to

thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he

heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy

fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I

give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my

lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When

I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without
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till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted

them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had

denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness.

Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all,

through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict

a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife

dxci.29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm

become its fires consume me quite..The First Day..? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face

for only Lord would know;.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.Presently, her husband

entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?'

Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he

passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of

his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife.

The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in

order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this

and hasten.'.122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of

Cairo and the, iii. 171..Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said

to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and

the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with

those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more

extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.? ? ? ? ?

So make me in your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of

righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..As for Firouz, when he went forth from his house, he sought the

letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his house, whereat

his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and spoke not a word,

but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook himself to

the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had brought and said to

her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I would have thee

show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and arising forthright, betook herself

to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him a month's space, and her husband

made no mention of her..So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to

himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and

bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb;

after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and

came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he

feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed

not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed

him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better

effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth

wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went

and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the

top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he

came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over

going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter;

so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife

cccxc.Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115.
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