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MURDER UNDER THE FIG TREE A PALESTINE MYSTERY
? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this, whilst yet our happiness in union was complete..The prince thanked
them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get
thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to
him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou
sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on
life].' Then each of them brought out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they
brought him far from the city, and giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions
of his uncle and entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one
there in ploughing and sowing and the like..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..Now the singer
had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who
came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which
the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer
came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then
they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving
good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a
young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!"
(147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or
what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when
thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who
reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house,
brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S
STORY..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he
entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom,
with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his
wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all
the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and
largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did
him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.? ? ? ? ? Could
they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones
bewail..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's
mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by
that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from
the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade
one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..The Tenth Night of the
Month..As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the
rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son
hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he
hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of
a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of
travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with
them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..When she had made an end of her
verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang
thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? So arise, by
your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and
by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter
rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city,
for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear
to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the
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astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt
not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.'
Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that
seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and
unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El
Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot]
bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment;
(83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It
comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet
for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD
RESTORED THEM TO HIM..Then said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said,
"Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother,
even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there
came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which
they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of
goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and
sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the
Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make
proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the
Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia
iccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's
Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..? ? ? ? ?
Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he
had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he
assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and
despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair
and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..It is as the
jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well
done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was
surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she
was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest
attire And my rank in the eyes of the people raise high..So each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they
met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand
for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and
the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that
which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each
other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had
a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and
cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in common between them,
share and share alike..Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? I watch the
stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife,
and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So
he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience
was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman
of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and
she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".? ? ? ? ? Thus unto
thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and
brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might
water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and
entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey
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me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou
hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than
everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.'
Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's
will; we most submit..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..Therewithal
Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their
lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom
belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother
xxxii.Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they
had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And
he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the
year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these,
saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..Then he turned to the
woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her
husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that
which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and
torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily,
there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered
she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me
the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes
brimmed over with tears at her story..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.So on the morrow, early, he
took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who
took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing
him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market,"
answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and
other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not
tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the
thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl
at School ccclxxxv.?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..Affairs, Of Looking to the
Issues of, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and
fine.".Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he
whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon
the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee,
wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el
Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for
herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us
what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I
will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed
the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).So the prefect carried
him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said,
"I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a
dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that
which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and
went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him.
Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for
himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are
those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..The folk marvelled at this
story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled with the utterest of
wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..So she hastened to admit the
eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in
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haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her
chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch.
'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but
he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered
the eunuch, 'I know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will
enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in
himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing
and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.Forehead, Of that which is written
on the, i. 136..Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the
Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and
slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then
he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes
and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a
handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes,
such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food.
Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..Then he arose and
going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122)
thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal
the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily,
the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions
accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben
Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is
thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have
departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know
thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the
pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its
building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass."
So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as
I awaited her..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..88.
The Mad Lover dclxxiv.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father,
giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to
thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he
send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from
this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father
of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and
assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he
advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet
have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still
unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..Noureddin fell
to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness
is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to
the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"]
answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he
brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee
[again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that
stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of
surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so
that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to
visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her
endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case,
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saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.When it
was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much
talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere
he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him,
"O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not
suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken
not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's
sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him
his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion
in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this
eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him
leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him.
Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case;
whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a
place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should
do..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the
myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..The vizier obeyed the king's commandment
and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when
she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she
answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this
day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the
king.'.When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the
mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?"
asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of
heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of
(110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God
the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the
vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a
block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain
city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one
of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he
bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him.
Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching
a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her
forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou
shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he
let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought
her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price
and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with
him.".Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed
her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea,
he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.I seated
myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than
leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve,
with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all
took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when,
behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the
woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you
your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do
with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.Then will he say to thee,
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'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and
in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose
descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an
ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let
her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved
and ye be delivered from each other.".Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain
said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead
have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are
gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear
no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service]
two parts [of the booty]..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE
GIRL..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in
himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he
left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman
Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when
he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement
he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance
and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God
bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of
God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor,
in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode
on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six
months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a
place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took
them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this
by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142)."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et
Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].So the youth obeyed
his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will
buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels
and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering
him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer
answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could
do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance,
such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.The Fourth
Night of the Month..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought
would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his
day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and
the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he
buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him,
'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou
wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".When Selim found
himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a
king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.Then they
displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side
to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips,
then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and
threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.He found it every way
complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of
his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated
themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some
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stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out
and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he
sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that
and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24.
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