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? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room

and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed

till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him

up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a

friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her

husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went away to his

shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money

and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..One day, as I

stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the

place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard

her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to

come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst

fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her

and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's

house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave

alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house,

laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when

the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and

charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When

the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her

husband]..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a

wedding..When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man

who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed

running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the

cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his

windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled;

whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah

Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he

addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he

beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had

been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she

first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she

had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and

related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her

sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of

them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not

consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens,

Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she

showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it

appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and

that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls

and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him

all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre

your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.Meanwhile the

messenger had reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the

bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops

and destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently

Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted
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her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh,

whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his

hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with

a drawn sword in her hand..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her

seductive air..?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought

the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward,

the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was

exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man,

we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth

Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him

for his coming..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's

Story ii.Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books

and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father

King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the

utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music

and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his

sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this

wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the

utmost kindness..So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I

beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I

laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I

found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would

deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No,"

answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..Next

morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed

cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and

obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him,

whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he

knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed

she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants

and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of

righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of

Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was

her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all

together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him

from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the

holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace,

to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.Now this letter was written with

ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect:

'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er

Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for

that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in

love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after

the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and

peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..When the

king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the

morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..When the king

heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him

and bade him withdraw to his lodging..The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I

weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story
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dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in

mountain and vale..The Eighteenth Night of the Month..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls,

like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls

belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes,

misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked

him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it

was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my

pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and

his young Brother ccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he

committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this

death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the

lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for

nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit,

following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing

it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast

myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant,

eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into

it..? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..60. Haroun Er

Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we

may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.When the king heard

this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.'

Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.'

So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou

mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the

roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed

with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me

'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them

combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.So

Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the

corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She

whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath

been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow

is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that

none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself;

so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars,

though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and

behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?'

'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).? ?

? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this

youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we

should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's

wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair

wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the

folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not

diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and

weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing

of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I

became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's

woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating

himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on
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life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will

cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out

on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O

king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the

noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth

hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young

treasurer,."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my

lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire,

she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish,

(35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee

and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found

her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified

that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?'

And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so

thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier

and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is

my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the

king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle

King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but

severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye

sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage

and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance!

Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless

deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be

free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah,

thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he

forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and

returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..? ? ? ? ? My

watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with

his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir,

divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his

servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he

came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to

divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw.

Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves

and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready

dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she

came forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following

verses:.Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white plaster and stopped its

inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders.

Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is

that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade

her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood

broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also

and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more

wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's commandment.".? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men

And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..116. The Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters M.Then he bade fetch the youth and when he

was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk

upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a

talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed,
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this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..? ? ? ? ? After

your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..So the old man put his head forth of

the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came

in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and

seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he

feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee

confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant

of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so

tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle

of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to

themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told,

"They've fared away again.".When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So

he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army

to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them.

Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When

the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it

befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his

joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of

standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause

me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This

is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.Presently, up came a

woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,'

answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this;

wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not

urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor

a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he

gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..When

the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale

of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her

(as she supposed) on account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a

fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her,

"And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy

husband's going forth from thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to

the young man and told him what had passed..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and

despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force

and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they

all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all

agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him.

Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?"

And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst

his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while

Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered,

"O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths

and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the

Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed

and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and

gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this

my letter.".Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the

king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his

guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the
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latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I

will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food

before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew

that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the

vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".When the evening evened, the king

sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell

the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all, i. 48..? ? ? ? ?

How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.When the king heard his viziers'

words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant

o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of

this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers

fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or

no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to

him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but

envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by

reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.A fair one, to idolaters if she herself

should show, iii. 10..Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's

Fifth Brother cliv.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the

money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit

down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money

and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass

for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his

own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy

neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof

they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.15. Ghanim ben

Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and

meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave

the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head]

in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".20. Ali ben Bekkar and

Shemsennehar cliii.8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to

them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a

man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath

abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not

at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and

kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but

caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him

and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in

his stead..'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound

it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a

horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense

[from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far,

he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I

erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me,

"Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also;

so go in peace."'.Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who

bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of

the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a

stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds!

"Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath

forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and
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she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house."

"O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33)

Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.The

company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It

is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah

ccccxcix.75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his

hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting

with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him

sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are

threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to

himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find

it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he

may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess

Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she

fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister,

I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps,

(198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings

of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So

Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..? ? ? ? ?

The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might avail..Arab of the

Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly

city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide

thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may

remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the

bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him

for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover

her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and

followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them

fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among

cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said

to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have

opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii.

40..? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.Then said she to me,

"To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return

him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not

alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy

saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most

like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment

worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces

[of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with

him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he

redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go,

except the prefect come also.'.Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood

awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not

vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And she said,

"Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then

slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned

herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her

shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young

merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he
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brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the

goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any

one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his

hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till,

after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter

and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O

Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took

my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to

conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring

thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and

accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company

of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite

together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while

[and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the

hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she

returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good!

Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story

of the Roc cccciv.Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I

will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to

me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me

independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence;

whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her

case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold,

inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had

I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..The master of police held his hand from him,

saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him

whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops

to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who

art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that

they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police

held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier

and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their

wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his

relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it

compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst

his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden,

in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique

among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of

wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the

jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she

said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following

verses:.Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki

(156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned

and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him

brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his

son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but

the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour,

and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou

shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise

bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by
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him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most

High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between

Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place.

So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the

Barmecides that which befell. (160).? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.25. The City of Brass cccclxxxvii.SHEHRZAD AND

SHEHRIYAR..There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went

out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they

abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my

house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels;

and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and

offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my

sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? How many a

victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two,

iii. 145..? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..Mariyeh, El Abbas and,

iii. 53.
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