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ON THE DAY officially designated December 28, 2080, in the chronologica system that would apply until the ship switched over to the Chironian
calendar, the Mayflower 11 entered the planetary system of Alpha Centauri at a speed of 2837 miles per second, reducing, with its main drive still
'firing at maximum power. The propagation time for communications to and from Chiron had by that time fallen to well under four hours. A signa
from the planet continued that accommodations for the ship's occupants had been prepared in the outskirts of Franklin as had been requested..But
although Curtisis sometimes fooled by appearances, he's perceptive enough to see that this is aman.campground for an evening, and we never see
them again. Sinsemillalong ago chopped loose her family..On the nightstand, in front of a clock radio, lie several coins and a used Band-Aid with a
blot of dried."Y ou could talk to him. I know he listens to what you say. We've talked about things."."We al did. And it doesn't change when you
get older. It gets worse. Guys still get into gangs and make rules to keep al the other guys out because it makes the guys who are in feel better than
the ones they keep out.” . !-..,."Have you ever seen areally good dog act, Ms. Tavenall?'.lost. So any nine-year-old smartass who was judgmental
enough to tell Michelina Bellsong that she'd had." Too bad. How come?"."Who did you live with while she was hospitalized?'.The killers had been
even closer on histrail than he'd feared. What he sensed, stepping into that upstairs.With an effort, the SD major bared his teeth and stretched his
lips back almost to his ears. "Excuse me, sir, ' but do you have afew minutes you could spare?'.It wasin the last part that Chiron physics had
followed a different mute. The Chironians had taken the remarkable step of extending the equivalence of mass and energy to embrace spacetime
itself: All three were merely different expressions of the same "thing." A shock wave forming inside the primordial domain of tweedlestuff, they
had discovered, could create an energy gradient sufficient to "tear apart” an element of composite spacetime and decompose it into its familiar
dimensions of space and time, in which the laws of physics as commonly understood could come into being. Thus the Chironians had found a
cause for the discontinuity that terrestrial scientists had been obliged to postul ate arbitrarily..young women in their twenties. Sinsemilla was too old
for this game. Self-mutilators frequently suffered.”l live in ahooey-free zone."." Sure," Driscoll told her. His eyestwinkled just for an instant. "If
you want to know how, I'd beat you with aces.".sharpened on the whetstone of sleep..Marie, who had been exploring the house, emerged from the
elevator. "The basement is huge!" she told them. "There are all kinds of rooms down there, and | don't know what they're for. | could have my own
room to draw thingsin. And did you know there's another door down there that leads out to atunnel? | think it might go through to where the .cab
stops because it's got a thing like a conveyer running along next to it. Perhaps we needn't have carried all those things over and in through the front
door at al".HOWARD KALENS WAS not amused..It was the right thing to do. She collected her wits quickly, shouldered theroll a an angle
across the hack of her neck, and followed him into the lounge. Colman went ahead to stand peering through tile doorway from one side while
soldiers came and went in bewildering confusion and then he motioned her out suddenly. In a strangely dreamlike way she found herself being
conveyed down. the stairway between two soldiers who were keeping up a steady exchange about something not being large enough and atypical
screw-up somewhere, and then she was outside and crossing the rear parking areatoward a personnel carrier standing a short distance back behind
some other vehicles. Suddenly, without really remembering getting in, she was sitting in the cabin, ~figures materialized swiftly and silently from
the darkness and jumped in after her. The last of them closed the door, the engine started, and she felt herself being lifted. Only then did she start
shaking..of the time, or at least when medicated, which wasin fact most of the time. Of course, you had to.Predators on the wooden highways
overhead might be stalking him, leaping gracefully limb to limb, as.Most self-mutilators were deeply self-involved. A small number could be
confidently diagnosed as."Baby, baby," Sinsemillasaid, "look at this, look, look. Baby, look, see, look." She extended her hand,.part misery and
part fury, as she jabbed the lance hard at the coiled target.. CHAPTER ELEVEN.forward lounge, and a gray wash of secondhand light spills all the
way to Curtis..The Chironians replied readily enough to questions about their popul ation growth and distribution, about growth and performance of
the robot-operated mining and extraction industries and nuclear-driven manufacturing and processing plants, about the courses being taught in their
schools, the researches being pursued in their |aboratories, the works of their artists and composers, the feats of their engineers and architects, and
the~ findings of their geological surveys of places like the~ sweltering rain forests of southern Selene or the far northern ice-subcontinent of
Glace..Shot dinnerware explodes in noisy disharmonious chords; bullet-plucked metal racks produce jarring.Curtis quickly feels his way past the
sink, past the stacked washer and dryer, to atall narrow door. A.Farnhill's staff had given up trying to get the Chironiansto provide an official list
of who would be greeting the delegation. In the end they had simply advised the Kuanyin when the shuttle would arrive and resigned themselves to
playing things by ear after that. The Chironians had agreed readily enough, which was why the orders issued that morning had called for a reduced
alertness level Kalens's delegation had met with an equal lack of successin dealing with Franklin, and had elected finally to go to the surface on the
same basis as the delegation to the Kuan-yin, but with more elaborate preparations and ceremonies..A smiling waitress. The cashier at the register,
looking over apair of half-lens reading glasses. A.behind it. Her sweaty hands had slipped on the polished steel, but surely some damage had been
done to.At any moment, however, one of them might retreat here to the bedroom. If a search by authorities.Colman was about to make a joke Out
of it when he realized they were serious. He knotted his brows and directed an inquiring ook at each of them in turn..Curtis screams, and even
when herealizes that the snack in her hand isn't ahuman ear, after all, but." Suppose | said | could. Would that tell you anything? Driscoll took
another drag of his cigarette. "1 guess not. How would | know if you knew what you were saying or if you'd just been programmed to say it?
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There's no way of telling the difference.".her shame hadn't arisen from her rudeness regarding Micky's drinking any more than it had been
caused."Which you're wearing," Noah guessed, pointing at the guy's.He's in alarge commercial kitchen with awhite-ceramic-tile floor. Banks of
large ovens, cooktops,. The rural Colorado darkness is not disturbed by approaching headlights or receding taillights. When he."On' the contrary, it
would confer virtually dictatorial powers," Fulmire retorted. "There can be no validity in alegality established by ~legal means.".Colman frowned,
rubbed his brow, and in the end tossed out his hand with asigh. "No . . . we're not making the right point somehow. Let's put it this way--how can
you measure who owes who what?' The painter scratched his nose and stared at the ground over his knuckle. Clearly the notion was new to him.
-.underside of the chest, because of the pole punching into the snarled coils and knocking on the.The Mayflower 11 had the general form of a Wheel
mounted near the thin end of aroughly cone-shaped axle, which was known as the Spindle and extended for over six miles from the base of the
magnetic ram scoop funnel at its nose to the enormous parabolic reaction dish forming its tail.. The family robot, which hadn't been able to manage
the crate either, perched itself on the tailgate and sat swinging its legs while the soldiers escorted the Chironians to the ground car behind, where
two younger children and their mother waited. A sharp rat-tat-tat sounded from the house behind as Sirocco nailed up a notice declaring it to be
confiscated and now government property. A crowd of thirty or more Terrans, mostly youths, looked on sullenly from across the street, watched by
an impassive but alert line of SDsin riot gear. Thistime the Terran resentment was not being directed against the Chironians..Bernard raised his
eyebrows. "Well, hello, Jeeves. How about al that? | guess ,you'd better stay who you are for the time being. How about giving us a rundown on
this place for a start? For instance, how do you...".had these memory problems now and then, ever since | was shot in the head. A few wires got
scrambled."maybe you'll realize your palm-shaded terrace isn't in Heaven.".Kath looked apprehensively at Celia. Celianodded in answer to the
unvoiced question. "Yes, that's the way | want it," she said. Kath nodded and accepted the situation at that..Snake; under there somewhere. When
Leilani held her breath, she could hear the angry hissing. The.had a chance, she won by cheating.”.out there until the Beagle Boys have hammered
themselvesinto exhaustion.".understand what he's done to offend and can't imagine how to get himself admitted to her good graces.disguise,
possibly the juice police, and maybe frankfurter-enforcement officers all descend on him at.few there. She was with different men, too, some doing
drugs, selling, all looking for a big easy score of.third swing, the serpent met the furniture with a crack of skull that took all the wriggle out of it
forever..floor, the brighter fraction of its scales glinting like sequinsin the red light..likely to gallop. The windshield provides a view only of
another?and unoccupied?Explorer ahead, plus.Fulmire endorsed the idea and said he thought that alot of other people were beginning to feel the
same way, which started Lechat thinking about forming an official Separatist movement and seeking nomination as a last-minute candidate in the
elections. Soon afterward he began to sound out sources of support, and since hisinterests had put him on close terms with most of the Mission's
scientific professionals, they were near the top of hislist of likely recruits. Among them was Jerry Pernak, whose researches L echat had been
following with interest for several years. Accordingly, Lechat invited Pernak and Eve Verity to dinner with him one evening in the Fran?oise, a
restaurant in the Columbia District frequented mainly by political and media people, and explained his situation..Five minutes later Swyley and
Malloy had gone into conference in a corner with Celiaand Lechat, and Colman stood apart with Sirocco and Hanlon, discussing tactical details.
"We might have enough now to put a demolition sguad outside to take out the Battle Module drive section like Carson suggested,” Hanlon said.
"Even if Sterm getsin there it would give more protection to the rest of the ship.".kept her pedigree in her purse and never flashed it, as did so
many others of her economic station.." Steve's an engineer," one of the Chironians, a bearded youth in ared check shirt, explained, indicating
Colman and speaking to CL "We told him about the resonance oscillations in the G7 mounting gyro, and he said he might be able to suggest a way
of damping them with feedback from the alignment laser. We're taking him up to have alook at it.".Colman looked away in a daze. Hanlon and
Armley were waiting impatiently, and Jay was watching imploringly. He thought furiously. Why Celia should be in danger and desperate to escape,
he didn't know, but he could find out later. If he said he had to get away for afew hours. Sirocco would cover for him, so that was okay. The threat
of the Chironians being able to destroy the ship was obviously the most serious problem but there was little likelihood of that becoming critical
within the next few hours; on the other hand, Celiawas already committed to whatever she and Veronica had cooked, up between them, and that
couldn't be delayed or changed. So Celiawould have to come first. Jay could go home and tell his father that Colman would be awhile; at the same
time Jay would be able to warn the Fallowses to be prepared for more company, since Colman would have to take Celia there with him. In fact that
would probably work out pretty well since it would enable her to be smuggled out of Phoenix in one operation with Bernard and the other fugitive
that Jay had mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix were programmed to operate only inside a narrow corridor unless specifically authorized to
go to some other destination, so the smuggling would have to be across the border. He could fix something with Sirocco back in the Orderly Room,
no doubt, but that was arelatively minor issue since Colman was already adept at getting himself in and out of Phoenix. Asfor Veronica's getting
away from the base, he would have to leave that to Hanlon..Sinsemilla seemed to shed her anger as suddenly as she'd grown it. She adjusted the
shoulder straps on.Leilani opened the door to her room and switched on the light. Her bed was as neatly made as the ratty.It wasn't amoment to be
keeping up pretenses. Colman's frown deepened. "What about her? |'s she okay?'.Not far from Borftein, Wellesley and Lechat were talking viaa
large screen to the Chironians Otto and Chester. Behind them at one of the center's monitor consoles, Bernard, Celia, and a communications
operator were staring at two smaller screens, one showing Kath's face, and the other a view of the confusion inside what was left of afeeder ramp
cupola.."No, Curtis. | just think you're too sweet for thisworld.".told she couldn't have what she wanted, unless it was being told that her choicesin
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life hadn't been the.STILL NO OVERTURE came from the Chironian leaders. The Chironian who seemed to direct alot of what went on at
Canaveral, the main shuttle base outside Franklin, stated that he didn't report uniquely to any individual or organization that approved his actions or
gave him directions. So who told him how the place was to be run? It depended. He originated requests for things like equipment and new
constructions because he knew what the base needed. How did he know? Because the people in charge of capacity planning and traffic control told
him, and besides, it was hisjob to know. On the other hand, the companies that built the shuttles and other hardware worked out the technical
specifications because that was their business, and the customers took care between them of the priorities of the missions to be flown from the base.
He stayed out of that and did his best to support the schedules they said they needed. So ultimately, who was in charge? Who told whom to do
what, and who did it? It depended. Nothing made any sense..Bernard nodded and seemed relieved, but his expression was still far from happy as he
turned toward Kath, who had moved away from the others, and was watching curiously. Bernard seemed to want to say something that he didn't
know how to begin..believe you or not, they sure won't swallow your stepfather's story about extraterrestrial healers."."Now that's a hard
question.”".Leilani didn't suggest that an Egyptian queen who had reigned more than two thousand years ago.L eilani looked toward the kitchen
window but seemed to be gazing at something far away in time and at.on his helmet, and took his M32 from the rack. It was approaching 0200,
timeto relieve the sentry detail guarding Kalens's residence a quarter of amile away. "Well, it'stime we were leaving," he said to Sirocco, who was
lounging with his feet up on the desk, and Colman, sprawled in a corner, both red-eyed after along and exhausting day. "I'll try to shout quietly. I'd
hate to be disturbing His Honor in his sleep.” .tightened so much that a swallow of lemony vodka seemed to thicken as she drank it. Crisp in her
mouth,.ninny! It's a pet-shop snake. Y ou should've seen the look on your face!".nonethel ess rude, distracting Curtis and Donella from their mutual
apologies..and the plague of dust gritting between his teeth could not have been more vile. Heis unable to work up."Half of me," Leilani conceded,
"might turn heads one day, but that's balanced by the fact that I'm a.petroleum deposits in particular, as put forth locally in everything from
textbooks to the Internet. Y et even."Frankly," Leilani said, "neither do |. But the alternative is too hideous to consider, so | just suspend my.his
panic. He throws the door open, plunges down the steps, and stumbles recklessly onto the blacktop.want to meet at night in alonely corner of a
parkin' lot.".Colman shook his head. "There shouldn't be any need. Celias hair is alot shorter. Therell be fewer people around later. It'll be okay - .
. aslong as there's adifferent guard there by then, and provided we can get him down aong that corridor for aminute. And anyhow, they'll be
expecting people to be going in there then.".CHAPTER THIRTY .The Chironian hesitated for amoment as if reluctant to say something which he
thought might be taken asinsulting. Kath caught his eye and nodded reassuringly. "Well," the Chironian began, then paused again. "Most people
here start to feel that way by the time they're about ten. Fm not trying to offend anyone-but that's the way it is.".Putting down the lemonade, L eilani
relented: "Oh, al right. I'll bite. When were you shot in the head,."l don't think you're taking enough account of the psychological effects on our
own people,” he said when he finally looked up. "Morale is high now that we're nearly there, and | don't want to spail it. We've encouraged a
popular image of the Chironians that's intended to help our people adopt an assertive role, and we've continually stressed the predominance of
younger age groups there." He shook his head. "Heavy-handed methods are not the way to deal with what would be seen now as essentially arace
of children. Wed just be inviting resentment and protest inside our own camp, and that's the last thing we want.."| have listened to and considered
the objections, but | think the prevailing view of most of us has made itself clear,” Wellesley said. "The policy that we have attempted has not only
failed to achieve its goals and shown itself incapable of achieving them, but it has culminated in an act which we must accept as afirst
manifestation of athreat that affects all of us here as potential future targets, and in the alienation of our own population to the point where many
find themselves not unsympathetic to those for whom that threat speaks. Any government seeking a continuance of such a policy would constitute a
government in name only..OUTSIDE DAWN WAS creeping into the sky as Stanislau sat before a portable communications panel in one corner of
the mess hall of the Omar Bradley Block, frowning at the mnemonics appearing on the screen and returning coded commands with intermittent
movements of hisfingers. Sirocco was watching from below the platform that he had been using for the briefing, while the rest of 1) Company,
many of them in flak vests and fatigue pants, sat talking in groups or just waiting among the rows of seats scattered untidily to face the platform.
The doors and approaches to the building were all covered by lookouts, so there was no risk of surprise interruptions.."For along time," Colman
said..the motherless boy and the ragtag dog huddl e together. They are bonded by grievous loss and by a sharp.it wasn't a good
atmosphere.".Communications round-trip delay to Chiron, twenty-two seconds. Formal arrangements for reception procedures still not concluded.
Chironians handling communications claim they have no representative powers, and that nobody with the qualifications specified exists.
Mayflower |1's defenses brought to combat readiness..is an opportunity that only a disobedient, mother-ignoring boy would fail to take..Koontz,
Dean R. Dean Ray. THE FIRST BOMB exploded in the center of Canaveral City in the early hours of the morning, causing serious damage to the
maglev terminal where the spur line into the shuttle base joined the main through-route from Franklin out to the Peninsula. Subsequent
investigations by explosives experts established that it had been carried in a car outward bound from Franklin. The only occupants at the time were
eight Terrans returning from alate-night revel in town. They were killed instantly..gauze bandage. Securing the pad with the gauze, winding it
around and around the injured hand. Finishing.Micky and Mrs. D tried to delay Leilani's departure. They were afraid for her. They worried that
her.cartilage rotted away by cocaine, with alush crop of hallucinogenic mushrooms growing on the surface of.flying bullets? On the other hand,
although she provides a convenient target, her fantastic bulk no doubt. THE CELLAR BAR of The Two Moons had calmed down after the brief
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commotion that had followed the shooting, although it would be some time before the situation returned to anything that could be called normal.
Colman and Kath were standing to one side of the room with the others who had come from upstairs, watching silently while the major
commanding the SD squad took statements from the Chironians who had been present. The other Chironians were sitting or standing around the
room and looking on or talking among themselvesin low voices. They seemed to be taking the affair calmly enough, including the two women,
both pretty and in their early twenties, and the man who had been involved directly and were now sitting with a group of their friends under the
watchful eyes of two SD guards. The body of Corpora Wilson of B Company, who had come in with Padawski's crowd earlier, had already been
taken away. In afar corner Private Ramelly, from the same platoon as Wilson, was sitting back with his leg propped up on a chair and one side of
his trousers cut open while an Army medic finished dressing and bandaging the bullet wound in his thigh. By the center of the bar two Chironians
were washing bloodstains from the floor and clearing up broken glass. Padawski was sitting sullenly with the rest of his group behind more SDs,
and Anita, looking pale and shaken, was standing a short distance apart..became the benefactor to bugs, emancipator of mice..impatiens..it with two
strips of waterproof tape. Nice. This tender, quiet caregiving was ailmost anormal .As she drew closer, she noticed that the hatbox was perforated by
two parallel, encircling lines of small.” Shall we be getting back to the party then?' Hanlon asked as they descended a broad flight of stepsin the
intermediate Level plaza after Jay had departed for the Maryland module..from the VCR and put it in a Neiman Marcus shopping bag that he'd
brought. "I've given you two more.bottle on the dresser..zagging, legs reaching for the land ahead, sneakered feet landing with assurance on terrain
that had. ASTASTY AS FRESH orange juice is when lapped out of a shoe, Old Y eller nevertheless loses.” Are you sure, Tony? Paula asked. "Y ou
wouldn't want to bet on that, now, would you?' Paulaturned her head to smile slyly at her friend, Terry, also from the Mayflower L', who was
watching from behind..basic Tightness of the world, in the existence of meaning, required courage, because with it came the.exaggerated, ferocious
grin. He leans over the sink, closer to the mirror, and studies his bared teeth with.driving machine says, and the dog obligingly swishes his tail,
sweeping the pavement on which he sits.."Y ou're very pretty," Micky assured her..required to be pulled out of a deep hole. The second hand was
faiththe faith that her hope would be.Four elderly women, three elderly men, a thirty-year-old mother of two ... asix-year-old boy in aThe
bulkhead door at the far end of the catwalk was open, and some tools were lying in front of an opened switchbox nearby. Colman went through the
door into the pump compartment and emerged onto arailed platform part way up one side of atall bay extending upward and below, divided into
levels of girders and struts with one of the huge pumps and its attendant equipment per level. On the level below him, a group of engineers and
riggers was working on one of the pumps. They had removed one of the end-casings and dismantled the bearing assembly, and were attaching
slings from an overhead gantry in preparation for withdrawing the rotor. Colman leaned on therail to watch for afew moments, nodding to himself
in silent approval as he noted the slings and safety lines correctly tensioned at the fight angles, the chocks wedging the rotor to avoid trapped hands,
the partslaid out in order well clear of the working area, and the exposed bearing surfaces protected by padding from damage by dropped tools. He
liked watching professionals.. The painter shrugged. "Y ou just know. How do you know when you've had enough to eat?"
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