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? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook
them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the
execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to
him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked
viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh
to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him."
"What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed
and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness
of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode
[rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two
days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined
battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded;
and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed
concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With
tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll,
wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he
who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I
denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they
were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a
woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment
and dismay..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.After this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and
complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before
him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw her, he
knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they murmured against him and
spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I
am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's
brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and I
despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and banished me, without
due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered
repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled
me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself
on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from
him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done
was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled
and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that
which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised
himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the
pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of
haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer,
"it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their
reliance, especially for kings.".When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they
sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I
may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her,
'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she
refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first
commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High
and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety
and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He
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granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? b.
The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came
and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the
earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge
elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the
elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off
with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and
casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me,
when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this
was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.Now I had
questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her make the ablution, I
said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another pitcher of
water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the flags withal."
Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory and
washed..When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik
answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking
upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up
came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more
generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted
thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then
said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab,
"[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said,
'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following
verses:.Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and
admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed
me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art
thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By
Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii
3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.So they wrapped him in the shroud and set
him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which
the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to
him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not
budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his
word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide
by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round
with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on
the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and
earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they
bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and
portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the
washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the
funeral..? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union
with me and suing for my sight!.? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere
the day appear..Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat
down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou
desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand
dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the
contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the
rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her
master, on deposit..King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That
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the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the
Cripple dccccx.When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear
them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the
chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there
were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of
chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a
score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones
[galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of
the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and
returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that
understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew
him.".Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..And for another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.On this wise she abode a great while and
indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her
bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth,
abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back,
trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he,
'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the
eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching;
[and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses,
he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind.
Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following
verses:.Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What
is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into his
heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and investing him with
the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to his destination, to
foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go
and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And
the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid
arms and trappings rich bedight..132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust
dlxxxii.87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..Then they displayed Dinarzad in a
second and a third and a fourth dress and she came forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was
even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and
woe..They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of
the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked
the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed
and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.The Sixteenth
Night of the Month..The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the
heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers,
whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he
sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by
which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their
safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended]
death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without
this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".So the chamberlain went about that
which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of
him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the
chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after
forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest
the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their
story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS
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WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the
lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would
he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise,
let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the
morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the
vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for,
if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the
cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will
work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?'
and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that
cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile;
then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of
the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her
mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she
gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to
attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh
arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon
she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing
and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her,
demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I
forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about
every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah
restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the
turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of
peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me,
Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks
her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a
bone laid bare!.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..?
? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.The vizier's story pleased
King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went
away to his house and abode there the next day..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of
them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth
him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from
hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and
wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]."
Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all
my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as
those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.? ? ?
? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..? ?
? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the
cup, my mates and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the day-star did appear..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.Lewdness, The Pious
Woman accused of, ii. 5..When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of
the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto
himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose
in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the
creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of
God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy
intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and
complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i.
174..Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The
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King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his
troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey
between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden
with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El
Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to
Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the
approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or
small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God
(to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory,
and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and
durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth
waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added
the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and
sister.".When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to
reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad
looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and
keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to
him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of
Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or
a piece of a mountain..?Story of King Bekhtzeman..When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and
when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments.
The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which
had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave
him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the
king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour
of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had
heard from the prince's servant..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there
the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.Then he
re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own
country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit
hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..To return to his sister
Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news
of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence;
and she recited the following verses:.The draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the deputy's presence, betook
himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At break of day he arose and
going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about him and all who were in the
city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then he made for the
prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of distraction..Rehwan (Er), King Shah
Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What
shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw
him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest
the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his
mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him,
and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for
him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain
them..When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth.
"Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian
forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all
kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what
he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him
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with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither
recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time
and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little
brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the
coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are
not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to
them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and
he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy
daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of
the Month.? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..Then she wept and the old woman with
her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and
said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she
came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me
out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for
I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord
between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she
doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and wept..Then said she to him, "O
chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the
building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building
falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his
trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off
oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the
affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!)
whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses
ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..Foul-favoured Man
and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace
of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his
wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for
himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he
reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain
from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince
returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the
Barber's First Brother xxxi.When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what
befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To
whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made
war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the
captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O
king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he
became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good
breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers'
hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years
and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.? ? ? ? ? I am a man in
whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his speech agree..? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken
for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave,
his fashion and degree?.The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion
and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated
her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was
moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the
Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady
Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have
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named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the
saying of the poet in the following verses:.Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom
I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with
certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another
Sultan and a third headsman..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him
to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with
Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him!
Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me
to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This
is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth
Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of
the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself.
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