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When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and

obedience. Know, O august king, that.Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a

casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying

to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be consoled

for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.The old man

betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter,

which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all

that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he

relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till

they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..The Eleventh Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who

gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..111 El Melik es

Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she

questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men

and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the

woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while]

God willed..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the

day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse

together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to

visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he

gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath

returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master

is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of

cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..So he rose from his sleep and

finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream

in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my

mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and

this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again

and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother

to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only

from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".When her husband heard this, he

said to her, 'What is thy name and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it

was she whose belly he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that

journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?'

asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth

she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the

wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry

and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain

have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with

certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's

brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said

to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who

inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to

him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so

thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig

him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places."

"Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place;

but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast

thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered
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it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and

here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass

and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two

pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the

thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and

there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they

gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they

prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan

overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King

Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who

is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and

carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth

and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place

had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had

delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought

deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer,

"he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a

period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".? ? ? ? ? A

talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.56. The

Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).? ? ? ? ? n. The

Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at

every pore..Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those

which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and

delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them,

and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein]

of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all

lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One

Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).When the damsel had made an end of her

song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel

(now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness

and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was

Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with

"Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following

verses:.Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness

of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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