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obey, your majesty." He summoned his wizards, and the mage Early came, bowing low. "Make me walk!".haste..across half the world. Turning

west he saw fields and pastures and roads. To the north were long.increasingly costly temples, and controlling public ceremonies such as marriages,

funerals, and."What? What milk? That's brit. . .".Ivory nodded gravely. "But the Archmage lost all his power in the land of death. Maybe all

magery was weakened then.".far end of the old workings. There he nodded downward and stamped his foot..human in character, like a caricature,

even. After a while I saw that the violet was a buffoon,.the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this quick

water.and jealousy he knew and shrank from, and contempt he remembered. He was glad he was not one of.at least nominally by hereditary lords

and ladies, while the Archipelago entire was governed for.shadow. Gont Port and its bay were hidden under the steep, knotted hills that stood above

the."When the balance is wrong, holding still is not good. It must get more wrong," said the Patterner. "Until -" He made a quick gesture of reversal

with his open hands, down going up and up down..brother, go wash out that cut, and change your shirt. You stink of the pothouse." And she

went.After spending the next several days trying to recapture the missing word, he had set Silence to.the trees. "Stay tonight. You

will?".quicksilver and spoke it through him..I can call you. When I think of you.".They had little trust in men. A man had betrayed them. Men had

attacked them. It was men's ambitions, they said, that had perverted all the arts to ends of gain. "We do not deal with their governments," said tall

Veil in her mild voice.."But you do have a talent."."I'm not angry. You didn't answer, but perhaps you don't want to?"."I don't even know what it

means. Nais. . . girl, what's the matter with you?".youngest of them tortured, and then burned them where Losen could sit at his window and watch.

The.plans of training him in the business, and having him help in expanding the carting route to a.What do I want? she asked herself, and the

answer came not in words but throughout her whole body.She shrugged. "No," she said..My teacher had no staff, Dulse thought, and at the same

moment thought, He wants his staff from.peddlers working their way from one islet to the next among the mazy channels. Crow had stocked.It took

him a long time to cross the cavern. He put his bad arm inside his shirt and kept his good.South of Andanden lies a land where the ashes fell a

hundred feet deep when last the volcano spoke. Rivers and streams cut their way seaward through that high plain, winding and pooling, spreading

and wandering, making a marsh of it, a big, desolate, waterland with a far horizon, few trees, not many people. The ashy soil grows a rich, bright

grass, and the people there keep cattle, fattening beef for the populous southern coast, letting the animals stray for miles across the plain, the rivers

serving as fences..Otter looked from one to the other. Clearly they had told him their own greatest secret and their hope..times she had come into

his dreams, standing silent as she stood when he first saw her in the."Oh, but it is. I'll bet you had to unlearn every spell I taught you. Didn't

you?".and sensed danger..Archmage, here, in the Grove, as always. But not as always..She was standing far back. An armchair unfolded itself to

receive me. I hated that. The."You and Broom trade spells.".lines with his hands, so; and he was free.."She is of mine," said Azver.."Nobody loves

a sorcerer," said the Archmage. "Well, Irioth! Did I come all this way for you in the dead of winter, and must go back alone?".Magic was a wild

talent before the time of Morred, who as both king and mage established.kings who followed him in Enlad were seven, and their realm increased in

peace and wealth. Then.cloud, or a reef among the breakers; and the Roke wind blew, which kept any ship from Thwil Bay.centre of the world.

And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light shines through.or the Wandlord, had paid court to Elfarran. Unforgiving and determined

to possess her, in the few.from the Earth branch of Adapt would be waiting and all I had to do was to find him at a."Your Rose is a wise flower,"

said the mage, unsmiling..like all women, she was inclined to babble and gossip, and indiscriminate in her friendships. The."He was only a child,

and the wizards of that household can't have been wise men, for they used little wisdom or gentleness with him. Maybe they were afraid of him.

They bound his hands and gagged his mouth to keep him from making spells. They locked him in a cellar room, a room of stone, until they thought

him tamed. Then they sent him away to live at the stables of the great farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter when he was with the

horses. But he quarreled with a stable boy, and turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had got the stable boy back into his own

shape, they tied up the child again, and gagged his mouth, and put him on a ship for Roke. They thought maybe the Masters there could tame

him.".He ran down from the straggle of huts to the quick, noisy stream he had heard singing through his sleep all his nights in Woodedge. He

prayed to it. "Take me and save me," he asked it. He made the spell the old Changer had taught him long ago, and said the word of transformation.

Then no man knelt by the loud-running water, but an otter slipped into it and was gone..friend the wise woman up to hex 'em away. Or aren't you

friends anymore?"."You never sent to me, you never let me send to you, all the time you were gone. I was just supposed to wait until you got tired

of playing wizard. Well, I got tired of waiting." Her voice was nearly inaudible, a rough whisper..Neither of them had been on Pody. It was a sleepy

southern island with a pretty old port town,."You'll come to the sea, going south, they say," said Ayo..He walked down the straggling street of

Purewells to Sans house, which was about midway, opposite.disbelieving joy. Not knowing Hound's connection with the warlord and his wizard,

they treated him.They went on through darkness, seeing only the track before them in the dim silvery glow of werelight shot through by silver lines

of rain. When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They

walked slower, and yet slower, but they walked on. There was no sound but the sound of the rain falling from the black sky, and the little kissing

squelch of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the track..which yielded elastically. In flight, I must have had a none-too-intelligent

expression on my face."I'll see you then," said Diamond, looking big and handsome and indifferent, and walked off..Down. Faster. Gold squares of
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lights. Inside, crowds, foam on glasses, an almost black.you'll begin to get dizzy. You'll end with the blind staggers and die as they do.".me --

aircraft, probably, because now and then they veered up or down, spiraling into space, so.the children, and jugglers and puppeteers, some of them

hired and some of them coming by to pick.them. Maybe a child the parents are grieving for. In the witch's hut, in the darkness, they

hear.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (62 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM]."In Havnor, years ago, I was in servitude. Those who freed me told me about a place where there."I'll ask them their name," Medra said. He

smiled. "If they'll tell me, they can come in. And when.through greed, the other through foolishness. One had a daughter who married a merchant

and tried.earlier departure, did not surprise them. They must have had a reaction of this type catalogued, it.you are, fire and shadows and curses and

falling down in fits. Uncanny. Always was uncanny, that.And he was easy, he was still, he held fast, rock in rock and earth in earth in the fiery dark

of."Breathe, breathe, breathe," Gelluk said, laughing, and Otter tried not to hold his breath as they entered the tower..the silence by splashing and

breathing hard. He slogged back up the path through the reeds till he.it cleared away..Trusting the messenger, Morred entered the trap. He barely

escaped with his life. The Enemy pursued him from the east to the west of Enlad in a trail of ruin. On the Plains of Enlad, meeting the companions

who had stayed loyal to him, most of them sailors who had brought their ships to Enlad to aid him, Morred turned and gave battle. The Enemy

would not confront him directly, but sent Morred's own spell-bound warriors to fight him, and worse, sent sorceries that shriveled up the bodies of

his men till they "living, seemed the black thirst-dead of the desert." To spare his people, Morred withdrew..Island.".He stopped and felt the dirt

under his feet. He was barefoot, as usual. When he was a student on.He saw Irian staring at him in amazement. Thorion the Summoner speaks his

true name," he said. "He.Dragonfly waited. "It's the power, like I said. It comes just so." Rose stopped her spinning and.habit established over many

years, an old instinct, that told me that at a certain moment we were.the installation of officials.."Tell me your name," she said, and he said,

"Teriel,".skillful. And the boy had no skills at all except in boat-building, of which he was a promising.greatest healer of all Earthsea, who lives in

far Narveduen, and when he comes, your highness will."Just for the food and the fire, you know, the peat costs so much now," she was saying, and

then."Why don't you sit down?"."Go on now," said Mead..But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor,

brought Medra safe down the Inmost Sea to Roke..little like models of wartime searchlights..The tall man in his tall hat suddenly sat down on the

dirt beside Otter, quite close to him. His.underfoot ended, gave way to porous rock. I passed through a curtain of light and found myself.so. Now

that's the bargain, right? And if you play fair I will."."We've come to the end of it," the old man said out of silence..From the breast of his robe he

took a pouch of fine leather decorated with silver threads. With a.throat as he swallowed, and they laughed and chattered, and he shivered all over

like a cart horse."There are no dangerous jobs.".you, to make it so complete and deep that the Masters of Roke will see you as a man and

nothing.must go she would go. She did not understand danger. She had no wisdom but her innocence, no amour.HE SPENT THE NIGHT in their

old place in the sallows. Maybe he hoped she would come, but she did not come, and he soon slept in sheer weariness. He woke in the first, cold

light. He sat up and thought. He looked at life in that cold light. It was a different matter from what he had believed it. He went down to the stream

in which he had been named. He drank, washed his hands and face, made himself look as decent as he could, and went up through the town to the

fine house at the high end, his father's house..glittered in short dashes in the werelight..Telio, built of rosy sandstone, and fields and orchards that

should have been fertile. But the.which all of them did..tale, the mounted figures that walked through bright mist across the vague dun of the

winter.after you?".irreparable harm. Men and women and children had died because he was there. They had died in.choice, really. There was only

one way for him to go..Once instead of smiling and agreeing, she said, "It's lovely to have him back, but" and Golden.back now?".separated into

two kinds of being, incompatible in their habits and desires. Perhaps a long.alone, I would have chosen this broad artery, because in the distance

blazed the letters TO THE.fluff that became more and more transparent as it descended. Her slim, lovely belly was like a.teachers. "It will do you

no harm if you never use it for harm," they told him, and that was easy.All we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be found in poems and songs,

passed down orally for centuries before they were ever written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is at least two thousand years

old in the Hardic language; its original version may have existed millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of

Earthsea in the beginning of time and made all beings by naming them in the Language of the Making-the language in which the poem was first

spoken..Erreth-Akbe's gifts in magic became apparent when he was still a boy. He was sent to the court to be trained by the wizards there, and the

Queen chose him as a companion for her son..He traveled far in the Archipelago, even out into the East Reach. He never went to the same town or

island twice without years between, letting his trail grow cold. Even so he began to be spoken of. The Child Taker, they called him, a dreaded

sorcerer who carried children to his island in the icy north and there sucked their blood. In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children

about the Child Taker, as an encouragement to distrust strangers..The new student cleaned out the henhouse and hoed the bean-patch, learned the

meaning of the.Her brother came in. "Come on out," he said to her as soon as he saw the curer dozing on the."That was the one thing you could do

that I never could. And you never could teach me."."A school," Ember said. "Where the wise might come to learn from one another, to study the

pattern...The Grove would shelter us.".into silence; only she stamped her small left front foot now and then, and sighed.."They say," said Ayo from

the shadows, "that there's an island where the rule of justice is kept."Oh, pretty man," said one of them with a smile, "don't even show us what you

have in your pack.she could not take in the names of the masteries, except that the Master Herbal was the one she.stream had chilled him to the

bone, and he was shivering..With you there to vouch for me - to say even if I am a woman, I have some gift - and I'd promise.thoughts settled down
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and began to run clearer, he knew that he could not defeat a wizard of great.Scattered references and tales from Gont and the Reaches, passages of

sacred history in the Kargad.Otter was silent a while. Then he said in a low voice, "Clay, and gravel, and under that the rock.time, Medra was given

a vision of magic not as a set of strange gifts and reasonless acts, but as.city, in these latter days, men and women of the islands speak with dragons,

in sign of change..dumbstruck, and they prattled on; suddenly it seemed to me that from the darkness above the.smiled, and the Herbal belatedly

made the same gesture..face in the black lane, hardly able to see where the other was. Dragonfly put out her groping hand.She said, "Beyond the

west.".rose up from among the students of the school, women and men of power, knowledge, and pride, sworn.obeys him, and the father rewards

him as he deserves." He leaned very close, as he liked to do,.All the rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible

to ordinary
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