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? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and
sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and
were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that,
[as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the
city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers
and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the
end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard
of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy,
wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant
in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my
friend related to me.".Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed
Detma dxcvii.So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of
Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the
king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth
the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of
his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us
with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow."
(96).Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a
thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between
yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion
will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70)
and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim
and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave
[matter].'.? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..? ? ? ?
? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..The Third Night of the
Month.Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el
Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly
order strung it were, I did enshrine..? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted
all away..? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..80. Yehya
ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found
Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their
hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from
the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and
how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and
turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on
the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Thereupon
the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers
preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them
with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had
accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended
him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who
were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes
abroad in the air..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry
him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong
and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and
made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the
robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint
of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the
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moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with
these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father
King Azadbekht.So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin
el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth
in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said
to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the
[Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was
the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the
viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should
presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the
praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he
reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house,
and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".86. Omar
ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took
horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he
saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality
and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and
cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and
confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and
fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate
till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in
order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds
and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of
damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to
delight..Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere
morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's
head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is
dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!"
Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif
and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the
[cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady
Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with
my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am
bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled
widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of
the Khalif, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.The End..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of
the Ox and the Ass.Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but
God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier,
who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them
of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the
Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the
old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by
her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to
lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of
his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found
the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to
her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and
long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall
of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i.
265..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the
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convent 'twas to part and fare away!.Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..22. El Hejjaj and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.The
merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten
possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead.
As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his
salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance
and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee,
neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin
rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an
accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen
purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..79.
The Devout Prince dclxiv.When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house,
and there he abode his day long..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O
my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and
wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied
that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to
me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And
he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath
opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished
me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him
that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a
young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to
the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the
other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the
son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw
that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou
hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.El
Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard
by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share
their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped
therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then
they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till
he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a
corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion
and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was
ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that
Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God
prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not
neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge."
Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord,"
rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her
on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this
affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck
not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his
house, married her..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he
came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is
come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that
I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two
porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.]
(34).After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with
pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed
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maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the
most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when
the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..So, when it was the foredawn
hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up
came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;'
and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon
bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas,
my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death
about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and
good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie
with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery
there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the
carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O
horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary
myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and
forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made
off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him,
saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two
horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the
young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the
damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves
about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared
on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The
young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..? ? ? ? ?
"How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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