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So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more
questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of
the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak
woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous
husband.".110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta
Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the
Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta
(1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp.
367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..Dethroned King whose
Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Reshid (Er),
Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy
sight?".? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain
and vale..Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he
went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath
taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain,
who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he
accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well
with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his
speech..111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an
audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of
the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and
evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done
all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies
galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and
viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my
son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing
upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king
and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..? ? ? ? ? Whose streams
beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our
gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.Mariyeh
opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said
to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad
is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.? ? ?
? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.? ? ? ? ? p. The
Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..18.
The Thief and his Monkey clii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.Thiefs
Story, The, ii. 165..When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own
house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?'
'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished
his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer
would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200)
and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and
went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house
till the morrow..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me;
and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.The Eight Night of the Month.When he heard this, he came up to me and
looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my
bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my
brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to
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me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and
seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast
discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I
will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my
way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the
[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a
veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of
the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed
fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent
the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men,
who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except
that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no
knowledge of this and no tidings.'.Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..On this wise they abode
till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The
Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him
to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace
betwixt heaven and earth.".When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her
mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story,
to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook
exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born
of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? Think
not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire
possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.112.
Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? Oft for
thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is
vain, ii. 95..The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy
stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.HAROUN ER
RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she
was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her
in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her,
till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the
queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and
said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather
than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach
from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my
daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what
he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer,
come what will..47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good]
and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them
robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea,
they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of
trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when
they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his
other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he
had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in
making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them
and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes,
clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain
and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.'
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And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her
deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with
him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of
affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round
about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him
they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts
and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was
none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him)
and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his
head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her
that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..The Thirteenth Night of the
Month..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head;
whereupon one recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.So she sent for him in private and said to him,
'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the
matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.'
He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces
privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they
loaded on the backs of camels..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..Merchant, The
Unlucky, i. 73..Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid
dcxlv.128. The Ferryman of the Nile and the Hermit cccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The
dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste
Wife dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us
elate,.Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..She laughed and cried out to the women of the
house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours
flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in
my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was
enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in
making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.The Eleventh Day..So
the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than
which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for
my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I
was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her.
When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said,
"Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..Picture, The Prince who fell in
love with the, i. 256..48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El
Hikim bi Amrillak M.After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house,
but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many
days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back,
confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no
tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that
which hath betided me.'.Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand
and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a
prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter and
present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!'
quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand
and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing
with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present
and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the
former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled
in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over
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journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round
about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly,
he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop
and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of
wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk
will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.Then they displayed
Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and
indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put
her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in
her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call
it, for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous race.".Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.?
? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.Sindbad the
Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..?THE THIEF'S STORY..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis
ccccxxiv.With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By
Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And
the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house,
accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to
me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with
the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said,
"What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat
appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which
when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his
governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled
and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him
of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is
with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do
thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain
wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him
leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows
plain! i. 50..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC."."Except," continued
the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he
shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he
who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.As for the merchant, he bought
him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and
fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince
consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly
house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and
dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and
rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach
therein..Here Queen Es Shuhba bade them farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes
and the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other
thirty gather together all that she had gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with
her, and in less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and
went away. When Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never
stirred thence. Then she took the lute and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..So he took a belt, wherein
were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing
upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to
his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who
sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of
meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the
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cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest
fashion..When his father saw the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in
cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his
father went out with him, to take leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till
he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the
dirt of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a
thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he
shamed the branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou
wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the
following verses:.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that
the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king
went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment
and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see
fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall
do what he will."
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