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When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the

princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and

this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was

looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern.

See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long

repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All

this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and

what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I

made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought

her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance;

but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and

humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said

to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode

three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.At eventide the king sat [in his privy

sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So

he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and

summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil

his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice,

indeed, of thy nature's a trait..?OF THE APPOINTED TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT

BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his

Vizier Shimas dcix.I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women,

as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions

and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and

imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the

Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted

thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so

that meseemeth I have known thee from childhood.".Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..68. Haroun er Reshid and

the three Poets ccclxxxvi.When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..When it

was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much

talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere

he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him,

"O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not

suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken

not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's

sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him

his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).On like wise, O king," continued the

young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me,

no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and

endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".Arab of the

Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who

knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon

prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police

would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she

was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I

entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm."

Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history

and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How

should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long
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going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get

the better of him.".? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..Meanwhile, the

boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth

not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a

company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and

it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and

brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the

astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my

son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king,

it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.Favourite of

the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..Presently, in came the draper, at

the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for

that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife

and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and

seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he

was wroth because it was burnt..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers

clii.At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to

render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on

the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is

my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her

commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her

a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand,

appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of

the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady

mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative

Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.Solomon, David and, i. 275..(When Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been

reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the

slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and

heard her say to her sister:).The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair

and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling,

and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful

baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a

man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will

requite thee thy deed.'.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my

sight!.Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183.."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted

Jerir, who entered, saying:.Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her

with his case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and

named to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief

go his way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered

he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he

went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our

Lord Jesus.".I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home].

When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered

from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who

followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.5. Noureddin Ali of

Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of

thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat

dxx.105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of

condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore.

He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and
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there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his

affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..?

? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..Sabir (Abou), Story of, i.

90..Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam

took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers

adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her;

whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left

her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright,

wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she

only redoubled in aversion to him..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and

saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the

answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from

between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence

thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh!

Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and

taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..Accordingly, the

servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the

assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had

forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to

him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract

and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange

woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the

trouble of this world. Amen.".The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the

cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me

wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and

conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him

and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good];

whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case;

but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my

face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they

make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my

money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take

note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this

night.".Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of

his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him

change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the

matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and

surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him

from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth

another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all

mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him

before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of

compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told

him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten.

Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his

commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest

of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted

him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S

COMMANDMENT..There was once a sage of the sages, who had three sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed many and their posterity

multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against other than you and despise
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(220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of you is as the rope which the man cut, when it was single; then he

doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And beware lest ye seek help of others against yourselves (221) or ye will

fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his word (223) will have precedence of (224) your word. Now I have

wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against the time of your need.'.Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the

Barmecides, i. 57..When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the

money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit

down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money

and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass

for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his

own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy

neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof

they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.? ? ? ? ? e. Story of

the Portress lxvii.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand

to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O

Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis

sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls,

to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy

singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and

thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.'

(226)."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed

and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he

bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my

hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and

hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the

measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a

score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in

that I look it without his leave.'.There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense, and

his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just in

his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they

insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till

[at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).Omar ben Abdulaziz and the

Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to

cite,.As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest

of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath

wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath

entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a

youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of

travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth

testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from the

palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhet el

Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone and told her

lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another about our death

and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard this, she started up

from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out and hold our

breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered themselves

with the veil and held their breath..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his

kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath

entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God

prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of

thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the
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woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and

modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's

Story xxxvii.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw,

and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a

vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage

interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like

of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head

awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that

thou make haste to put me to death.".When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not;

and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,

how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it

before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present

on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the

point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a

shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I

counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy

house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the

Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me

therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my

bed..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When

she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After

awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and

with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike,

she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are parted and

gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..There was once

aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars;

whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor

did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such

a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of

the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days'

delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he

went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the

fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway

clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night,

let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear,

and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to

Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for

that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued

the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which

I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked

viziers.".Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade

bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and

the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither

all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold, the

enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him

into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty

and grace..Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the

king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and

he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest

estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his
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house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God

the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him

no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.And the king bade him depart to his own house..To

return to the king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was

straitened and he let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he

buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain

and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king,

the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by

Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the

days passed by and the affair was forgotten..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.When

King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to

know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we

seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were

brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his

brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire

nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no

desire for the kingship.".The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night,

he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What

causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since

we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill

of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand

dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when

she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of

those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay

hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee

to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and

all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain

door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and

obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden

them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it

heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he

returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and

went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a

crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this

woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending

that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.165. Ibrahim and

Jemileh dcccciii.Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took

horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city,

craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled;

so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of

patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they

plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said,

'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.'

But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore

fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a

company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The

latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought

shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king,

'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he

imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the
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house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to

the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.'

And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to

them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they

referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the

mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and

pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get

the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!'

and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his

case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they

who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a

company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling

with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..?OF CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the

Old Sharper dccccxl.140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I

deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we

have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he

avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then

quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he

said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then

said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not

escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that

which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.Now the late king

had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out

of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his

respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to

fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite

him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..Then the king assembled his nobles

and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may

avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that

which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him

for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the

youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee

from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused

the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of

him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a

woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she

refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he

should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he

avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the

theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell

me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou

openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)

knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to love

Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother

ccclxxxiv.When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his

affair.".Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And

lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.Most like a wand of emerald my

shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..? ? ? ?

? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her

from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her
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husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her.

Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their

governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them,

whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the

vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and

fled."
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