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When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open
and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.? ? ? ?
? So make me in your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent
These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and
said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own
house..So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some
days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not,
and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205)
but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and
become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take
me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will
provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand
for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade
depart to his dwelling..Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before the dawn draw near, and
to-morrow night I will be with thee again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane,
gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will
drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a
slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house, and take him up
and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.".When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded
before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier
kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and
showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing
and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of
the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King
Shah Bekht and his vizier..As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I
will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I
subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one another and each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give
thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and contention was prolonged..? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my
heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the
noble me wrought and inlaid..All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209)
and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest
thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and
Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for
her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in
a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er
Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at
hand!'.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they
flow..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.Then he took my clothes and
washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he
accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods
on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.? ?
? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old
woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said,
"They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him."
(39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes
torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry
her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that
her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".THE BOOK OF THE
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THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what
while the stars abide..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.47. El
Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet
for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..Now it was the enemy's
wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at
the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his
term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and
the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself
whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and
feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till
he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been
imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..The two girls let
me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace
will not forget me e'er..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on
his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this
world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh;
for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah
leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household]
give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah
and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down
blessings on her..? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my
sight..Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and
she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the
serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide
in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her,
saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in
him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition
that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a
word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So
she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..So the
king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a
thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed
and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of
water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to
him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the
old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the
old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token
of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak
truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit,
in its midst was a boring worm..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my
son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.'
But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred
thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his
charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her
to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his
spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the dowry]..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man
whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written,
"Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no
answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and
said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it
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not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore
meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be
solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in
putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was
a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love
with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom
the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his
assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of
Gold cccxl.The Second Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of
passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to
rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do
good, for the like God will still render to you..The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me
thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father
died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of]
friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I
caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first
half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might
provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a
crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if
thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the
other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again
salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee,
after this night.".After this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched
him and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them.
On this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which
when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou
default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I
saw yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the
way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to
kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee,
to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and
I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my
children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not
myself with the francolin's testimony."."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker
and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O
king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men and
am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and thy
men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the
victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said
to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.Then he sprang up [and
going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with
those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never
know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger,
he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more
salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but
tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..Thirteenth
Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful,"
and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will
assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the
master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the
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ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81)
whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a
champion of the Arabs.".5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in
Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and
lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and
the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz
and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story
that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him
and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and
the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the
loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE
KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A
Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the
house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me,
"Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a
slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the
house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When
her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit
and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came
forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves.
(Quoth he).[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full
of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to
him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the
concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and
discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know
of her and I will contrive the trick.".? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said
to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are
beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in
the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his
bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the
manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".? ? ? ? ? f. The
Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..Ass, the Sharpers, the
Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..72.
Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we
may hope again thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King
Solomon it were? (141).God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.? ? ? ? ?
k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Clemency, Of, i. 120..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave
her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir
apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger
brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he
concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering
myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever
thing is pleasing to my sight..? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..The Twenty-Fourth
Night of the Month..There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that
which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old
woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall
not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow
alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account
he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her
slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth,
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the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.'
'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the
king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.[On this wise
he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and
lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went
forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his
carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as
none but he might claim..? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..Presently, he
caught sight of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the
blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein
and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O
sneak, O slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat
the cook was angry and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and
bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the
lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is
my first customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ?
Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".Hardly was the night come,
when he went in to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast,
waited awhile, so he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth
she, 'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither,
on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among
thy servants are those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of
him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but
sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy
son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,'
answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that
his hour was not come.'.Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink;
after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion,
all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting
his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is
the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without
ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a single
dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me
Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and
prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he
abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth
and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to
him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of
thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that
of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso
acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the
young treasurer,.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..When the
messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied
himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is
thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not
therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but
made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and
merrymaking and delight.Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his
allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered,
'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the
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quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of
[this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king
is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and
dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up
came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast
bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass
and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought
and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined
and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him],
and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary
of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..?
? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged
against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach
me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..So she arose and
making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles
lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the
pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down
blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate
in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the
number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof
mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they
ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers.
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