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LETTERS TO A QUEEN 2 A CONTINUED STORY OF LOVE
A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to
me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and
deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk
happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me
and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me,
nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without
acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a
long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold,
therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she
followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and
bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse
shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel
of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered
with all manner colours..Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were
those who had been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and
recounted that which had befallen them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country
and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made
severance between them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that
they were her very sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and
thus.' The young men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and
they fell upon her and swooned away, all three..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..As
for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh!
Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange
damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his
eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou
liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent,
O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the
Khalif.".9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.?OF THE
SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and
when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered
the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent
for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred
between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that
thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent
to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in
honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to
my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..68. Kisra
Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..4.
The Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits
galore..So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating
upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the
Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his
madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this
youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the
Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".Presently, his father and his mother heard
of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein
was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a
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certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.'
Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the
merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the
king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By
Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..When
the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale
of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her
(as she supposed) on account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a
fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her,
"And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy
husband's going forth from thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to
the young man and told him what had passed..When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon
him and discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself
and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of
separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her
fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!'
Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king
had found his brother, who was lost years agone.."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..There was once, in a province
of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but
he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of
knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the
prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed
about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his
father came in to him and finding him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he
was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn
what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to
him that his malady was caused by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to
another palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but
none could give him tidings thereof..? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he
would but hear,.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.When the
Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before;
whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote
thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting
the following verses:.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an
exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to
depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my
own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on
over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and
daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying
those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a
low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was
comforted and I was somewhat restored..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..35. The Lover who feigned
himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I
am their queen..? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king
who of his grace will not forget me e'er..108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.Now this was at the beginning of the month, and
when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let
bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up
came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye
are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?"
Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou
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fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.'There was once an old man renowned for roguery,
and he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter.
Awhile after this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you
sell this piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;"
and they said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought,
returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was
paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and
pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very
sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him
that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the
severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his
clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.22. El
Hejjaj and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in
her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou
bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall
cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee
and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her
on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and
betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and
ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the
stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE
ARABIC.".? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..The
vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his
lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.So the
young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was
between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this
day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried
him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee
bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the
young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would
fain have thee be present with him.".Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and
look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not
lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of
that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal
the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not
how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put
to flight;.? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's
night..Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long
while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.So she did this
and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom,
fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable,
that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her
father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the
children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the
king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul
consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who
slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not
unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have
cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said,
'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee
letters-to-a-queen-2-a-continued-story-of-love.pdf
Page 3/8

Letters To A Queen 2 A Continued Story Of Love

and her also!'.Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the
man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What
love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on
my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against
the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be
minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in
wait!.Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but
dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but
she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman
swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her
that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered,
saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not
credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old
woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will
show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the
will of God the Most High.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..? ? ? ? ? By Allah,
without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot
dcccclxxx."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and
estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ...
?" [And he repeated the following line:].Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came forward, as she were
the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? He, who
Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report,
she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is
not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment,
and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live
after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one
grave.".? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with
sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all
hearts must bow to her arbitrament..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the
prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the
pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting
weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head
outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy
boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.When Zuheir heard his words, he
bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend;
whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?"
asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a
man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir,
who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his
camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied,
"He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of
thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this;
wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are
likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O
youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and
majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This
may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to
slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein
the wise a lesson well might trace;.Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..? ? ? ? ? In
my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..Eleventh Officer's Story, The,
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ii. 175..So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace,
where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had
changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn
kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?'
Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have
dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what
not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays
and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented
flowers..There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish
tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would
not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its
people, who [went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried figs..The
Sixth Night of the Month.?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the
parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.Then said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.'
So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the people received him with the utmost
honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The
prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind;
but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and
returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's death..The Seventeenth Night of the Month..Meanwhile,
the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke
and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping
chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his
son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the
king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty
funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh
ccclxxxiii.When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers
all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king
with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might
smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and
ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they
shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they
testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of
repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the
youth,.When the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the
[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii.
46..As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which
he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it;
whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..Now this present was a
cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the
serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred
thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a
charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the
ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country
to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..Thy letter reached me; when the
words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police
cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.?STORY OF THE MAN
OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready
passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled
and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome
recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..?THE
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SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and
his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander
of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and
she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High.
After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his
children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished.
He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and
they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the
perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the
Abbaside, i. 183..111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a
Letter in his Name dlxvi.'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26.
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