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LETTERS FROM MY FATHER MY RAPIST
When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the
Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and
said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as
having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had
been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a
sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his city. (43).? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy
way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids
must the sweet of sleep forbear..When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the
Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out
from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.Fair fall the maid
whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a
company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an
exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at
unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate
and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the
young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am
content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For
waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel,
sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for
the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him
and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall
cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him
and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in
amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.They have departed, but the steads yet full of
them remain, ii. 239..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE
ABBASIDE. (144).29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the present "Tales from
the Arabic" have now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of
the original work and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a
comparison of which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ from one another, together
with the manner in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the
stories occurring only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on
which it is begun..?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.The news came to the rest of the kings; so they
[flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif,
what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said,
'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth
himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together
unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead,
(238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went
in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh
to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis,
'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad
in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin
quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his
ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took
him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes,
when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not
so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and
cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,'
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answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the
perfection of God the Most High..Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its
continuance no jot indeed reck I..The Tenth Night of the Month..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..The woman who used to act as
decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her
for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her into the house
by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into
a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of
blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they,
"We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy
life.".Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..It is
said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the
Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had
taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate.
Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he
came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his
bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign.
(155).Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet]
the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou
shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so
she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent
Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and
obedience.'."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his
odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall
myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief,
ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the
crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The
cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air,
with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the
Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the
palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered,
she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of
silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a
throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of
gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..Then he kept them under
guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found
that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of
speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their
heads!".The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a
wedding..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting
certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared
on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and
journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places;
and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars,
but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned
against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR
DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..The Twelfth Night of the Month..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding
delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels
of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to
Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said
to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.Me, till I stricken
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was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..The young man marvelled at his story and lay
the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with
what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost
kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he
had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land
whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might
travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither
with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him.
Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me
and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he
would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove
to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would
be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.King (The
Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade
decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of
the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the
young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!
Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El
Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the
prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they
set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had
abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El
Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.So she opened the door
to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and
swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she
could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and
smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a
jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist,
that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned
to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,'
answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..Then he called his
servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and
they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace
of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go
hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not
seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will
of God the Most High.".When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled
with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth
description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a
Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us
upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head,
(107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep
the tryst agreed..Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at
hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it
is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor
thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the
king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him,
As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of
Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with
a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his
letters-from-my-father-my-rapist.pdf
Page 3/8

Letters From My Father My Rapist

inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son
who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were
accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the
moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of
Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or
gainsaying..All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying,
"No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a
sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting
food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf
[and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his
face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou
not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and
talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..The Second Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with
love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue
they ply..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no
power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi
said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not
unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And
Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he
answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is
wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance
of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..One day, I
changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a
handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste
and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth
he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a
man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he
assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him,
"I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God
aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in
estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing
foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be
the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have
four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me;
after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me,
"May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but
henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.(Conclusion).Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..?
? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..Then she went away,
and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to
the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and
colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in
a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous
to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he
would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to
him..There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for
beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and
there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with
moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..King Ibrahim and his Son,
Story of, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers
sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked
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viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is
nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in
you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for
the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst
thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".The head wept
exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that
thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall
be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and
have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When
the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his
clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and
his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to
Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to
the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description.
Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose
in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that
the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly
carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in
her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise
till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save
God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich
again through a Dream dcxliv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades
of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!'
Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and
handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a
score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying,
'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten
paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and
indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender
camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi
cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..The
Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he
answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the
stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose
to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with
myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that
had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings
and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his
harness of war and took rest for himself..O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour;
for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth that languished for lack of rain, the clouds Were
bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous harvests bore;.Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping
and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left
me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other,
"Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady
Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of]
discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh
and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady
but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered,
and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and
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fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he
alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a
corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest,
and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed
him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the
worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of
her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my
case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his
house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling,"
and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest.
Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was
only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into
the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he
carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to
learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy
presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me;
and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my
purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from
my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress
And all things have their time and ordinance no less..90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him.
Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage,
when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each
other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from
my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long
while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered of straitness and oppression..The Khalif and the
Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy
preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and
allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of
Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent
(185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented
himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the
Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that
they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver
her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman;
belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told
thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account].."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story
that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and
what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king
and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his
custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they
talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand
alike.'".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv
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