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? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".113. Noureddin Ali and

Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..The king marvelled, he

and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this

youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his

mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted

youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan

and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them

desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering

mind..The Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with

him, in many a laden line,.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi

abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose

the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.'

Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence

staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the

time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he

took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre

(42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which

he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.After this came the horseman, who had

taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The

king bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and

when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they

murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not

the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think

that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought

protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and

banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves

who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road

and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I

avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the

woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed

that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard

this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him,

marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how

he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the

throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness

and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the

young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the

chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper

ccxciv.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her

cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is

Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I

not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her,

"Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I

took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory and washed..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the

vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier,

'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled

out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in

the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did
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this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that

time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered

to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and

returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son

and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate

that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents

of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.'

Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house;

and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,]

For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night

[with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and

assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with

him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness

overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold

not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".The Fourteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? My juice among

kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up

Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out,

and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him,

he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad

in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to

do the like and obey him in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay

him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the

women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before

him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not

aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and

withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself and slept..Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I

knew not their worth nor yet how dear.So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What

is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring

not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the

presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had

promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his

eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by

little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said,

'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How

so?' asked they; and he said..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.? ? ? ? ?

d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over

my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? From mine own land, to visit

thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif

Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.There was once a man, a headman [of a village],

by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come

thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the

most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou

Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs

must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king

went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him.

This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike,

if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.Now there was with him a youth and he said,

"By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither."

Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen

goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with
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palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).Presently, the vizier

entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon

quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?"

"What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me,

'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to

leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God

prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to

death.".As for the woman, whenas the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying

for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave

going till she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw the

devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him wisdom

and renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his

palace. Now they were in one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and

magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the

pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He

looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was

amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it

behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of

his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And

every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke

up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking

and all delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and

he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling,

two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves

dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my

turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress

Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy

head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece

of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come

back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head

outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred

dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".Rich Man and his Wasteful

Son, The, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the

Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but

betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers

intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his

abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was

this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the

revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).?STORY OF THE

DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far

from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder

house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So,

God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am

bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me]

till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..51. The Woman whose Hands

were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!'

Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he

turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the

Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered

he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all
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of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress

of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..Then she told him

the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon

quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this

long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of

this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh

answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that

which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and

confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their

delight..Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was

vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more

their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would

return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the

Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never

heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].As soon as his father-in-law had

departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and

exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his

brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what

while their wives continued in the love of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the

preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..When Er

Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and

was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took

heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh

saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell

down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself,

as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire

and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade

furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the

rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's

lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while

she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after

copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished

ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..? ? ? ? ? a.

The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king

said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?'

And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question

me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question

thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily,

the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees

and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret

essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst

precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And

he recited the following verses:.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before

him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's

Story dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my

head..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery

from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad

the Sailor dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.To return to his wife and her mother.

When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway

despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news.
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So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that

sorry chance and reciting these verses:.So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they,

"and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing

for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon

tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his

mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question

him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is

encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the

Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came

to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the

Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear

to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to

sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his

bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out

for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.O hills of the sands

and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and

my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah,

we are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four

naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him,

whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my

side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no

power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I

clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the

frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God

the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them with my story..Now the uncle's

son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he

should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money.

Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate,

and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that

he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm

upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night

and the next day..Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the

last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and

beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following

verses:.Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings

and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not

anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did

this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the

fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that

in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty

and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of

them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered

his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I

cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the

kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire

raged in his entrails..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and

his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his

Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he

said, "Know, O august king, that.When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i.

61.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and
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find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the

idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his

house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his

lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst

the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in

a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58)

I stand up to prayer..Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? h.

The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one

said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just

judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a

thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is

younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of

the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the

son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the

son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of

his robustness.'.?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's

Sister dcvi.As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for

the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not

themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and

questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had

locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade

break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and

we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..? ? ? ? ?

To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE

(175).Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.9. The

History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And

needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a

wanton, witless wight..Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink;

after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion,

all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting

his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is

the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without

ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a single

dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every

time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O

Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh

to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the

young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these

three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to

my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".End of vol. II..?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..As an instance of the extreme

looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards

appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two

learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press

would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation

a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the

text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse,

contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had

the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look

over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.All this while

Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O
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Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen

Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art

thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of

the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his

eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied

she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his

turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life!

Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end

and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn?

But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may

speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no

regard for thy life?'.Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..The First Night of the Month.There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and

times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by

night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not

forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account

with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was

grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and

nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so

that he recited the following verses:.Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest

Lady's Story xvii.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.? ? ? ? ? The hands

of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again

dccccxci.? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..When

the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of

this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between

him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to

make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the

serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there

hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may

discover to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth say.
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