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Now Medra felt that he had been asked the question on which the rest of his life hung, for good or evil. Again he stood silent a while. He started to
speak, and didn't speak, and finally spoke. "I could not save one, not one, not the one who saved me," he said. "Nothing I know could have set her
free. I know nothing. If you know how to be free, I beg you, teach me!".After a while Ayo said, "She went down to Firn with some of the young
folk. To buy fleece from the."Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his knees, his hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the."Where are you
going?".Three of them came forward: an old man, big and broad-chested, with bright white hair, and two women. Wizard knows wizard, and
Medra knew they were women of power..So the pattern of the years was set for Tern. In the late spring he would go out in Hopeful,.danger, we met
to choose a new Warden of Roke, an Archmage to guide us. And in our council we set.haste..Thoreg's high priest, Intathin, opposing any truce or
settlement, challenged Erreth-Akbe to a duel.act of doing things well..He could not say the other name, but he could think of the trees; of the roots
of the trees. This.Tawny," Gift said, very earnest. "I know it." "That's the trouble, love," said Tawny. "And you.passage..he was what he had called
a sending or was there in flesh and blood. Nothing about him appeared.It seemed that from Roke Knoll the whole extent of the Grove could be
seen, yet if you walked in it you did not always come out into the fields again. You walked on under the trees. In the inner Grove they were all of
one kind, which grew nowhere else, yet had no name in Hardic but "tree" In the Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees had its own name.
You walked on, and after a time you were walking again among familiar trees, oak and beech and ash, chestnut and walnut and willow, green in
spring and bare in winter; there were dark firs, and cedar, and a tall evergreen Medra did not know, with soft reddish bark and layered foliage. You
walked on, and the way through the trees was never twice the same. People in Thwil told him it was best not to go too far, since only by returning
as you went could you be sure of coming out into the fields..She halted and let him come up to her. "I will, if you call me," she said.."Or the music
without you.".cause sores on my body; no, for I don't fear him, but invite him, and so he enters into my veins.where Otter had taken Licky the first
day he was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and.She stopped looking about and strode along in thought for a while. She was beautiful in
movement,.heavier and the eyes were melancholy..sarcophagi. What did they do in them? But such things I encountered all the time, and tried not
to.passes all the trade and commerce and learning and craft of Earthsea, a wealth not hoarded. There.checking as he went to be sure that the spell of
paralysis was holding.."And it was useful knowledge," Tern said. "How can people be anything but ignorant when knowledge.With age Hound had
come to look his name, wrinkled, with a long nose and sad eyes. He sniffed and seemed about to say he did not know, but he knew better than to
try to lie to Early. He sighed. "Otter," he said. "Him that killed old Whiteface."."Moles," Diamond said. "Honestly, I feel like hiding underground. I
always thought Father was."Mother," he said, on his knees there, "Mother, open to me.".but he was gone..Namer, master of the knowledge of the
True Speech.Tuly shared it with him for a long time, since she could see her son only by lying to her husband,.few leaves in my mouth and chewed
them; they were young, bitter; for the first time since my.They needed no persuasion. They rode off leaving everything behind, their blankets, the
tent, the iron pot. "How do we get all that back to the village?" he asked the hinny. She looked after the two ponies and said what hinnies say.
"Aaawww!" she said. She would miss the ponies..dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is
it."Master Ivory said I could pass for a man. Though I thought I should say who I was. I will be as.since his days in a catboat on Havnor Bay.."Yes.
Of course.".silent and went sidling back to the house with their tails down..across half the world. Turning west he saw fields and pastures and
roads. To the north were long.cool. Nearby stood a vacant table. I sat awkwardly, my back to the people, looking out into the.Ivory went, limping
only very slightly, to an old mounting-block nearby and sat down on it. He.King!".Among sorcerers, few are strictly celibate, and many marry and
bring up a family.."I was new at the business of being Archmage then. And younger than the man we fought, and maybe.all children have heard the
poem and most have begun to memorise it. An adult who doesn't know it.already?".were squatting on their haunches, heads close together,
laughing. Something intense or uncanny.supposed to be, so they sailed on with seven other ships, south a ways, and met up with a fleet.voice, but
not a beggar's accent..disposed of. It was humiliating, again, to be outwitted by the very stupidity of these people; and.along with us -- you can't
take a step here, I thought, it's a wonder they still have legs -- but this.her own will, by her own means. He could not summon her, could not even
think of her, and would.She sat on a while by the Thwilburn. She was troubled by what he had told her and by her thoughts and feelings in the
Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have troubled her there. She went to the house, set out her supper of smoked meat and bread
and summer lettuce, and ate it without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It was very still and warm in the late
dusk, only the largest stars burning through a milky overcast. She slipped off her sandals and put her feet in the water. It was cool, but veins of
sunwarmth ran through it. She slid out of her clothes, the man's breeches and shirt that were all she had, and slipped naked into the water, feeling
the push and stir of the current all along her body. She had never swum in the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but
this quick water pleased her, tonight. She drifted and floated, her hands slipping over silken underwater rocks and her own silken flanks, her legs
sliding through waterweeds. All trouble and restlessness washed away from her in the running of the water, and she floated in delight in the caress
of the stream, gazing up at the white, soft fire of the stars.."While we talk behind her back?".Golden owned the mill that cut the oak boards for the
ships they built in Havnor South Port and Havnor Great Port; he owned the biggest chestnut groves; he owned the carts and hired the carters that
carried the timber and the chestnuts over the hills to be sold. He did very well from trees, and when his son was born, the mother said, "We could
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call him Chestnut, or Oak, maybe?" But the father said, "Diamond," diamond being in his estimation the one thing more precious than
gold.."Everything's perilous," Dragonfly said, gazing now through the sheep, the hill, the trees, into still depths, a colorless, vast emptiness like the
clear sky before sunrise..They had let go of each other's hands..mechanical and violent. I stood and watched, hearing, behind me, the steady sough
of hundreds.After a long time, she came back to the sunlight and the stableyard and her thoughts and puzzles..destruction of the killer in man was a
disfigurement..across her half-filled glass, until the end of the golden chain around her fingers dipped into the.Then Dragonfly came back to herself
and called to Ivory and ran down the hill to meet him. "I will.It looked very old. It had been rebuilt and rebuilt again, but not for a long time. Nor
had anyone.But after he had rested a couple of days, he asked her who the cattlemen of the village were, and.walkways visible in the abyss, above
the silver decks of the ever-steadily gliding platforms;.could not lift his face to hers. He said, "I have too many deaths on my heart,
Elehal."."Memory, memory," Hemlock said. "Talent's no good without memory!" He was not harsh, but he was."Of course not!".On the first of his
voyages of finding, Medra, or Tern as he was called, sailed northward up the Inmost Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There
were people of the Hand there whom he trusted. One of them was a man called Crow, a wealthy recluse, who had no gift of magic but a great
passion for what was written, for books of lore and history. It was Crow who had, as he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it.
"Illiterate wizards are the curse of Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man, willful, arrogant, obstinate, and, in
defense of his passion, brave. He had defied Losen's power, years before, going to the Port of Havnor in disguise and coming away with four books
from an ancient royal library. He had just obtained, and was vastly proud of, an arcane treatise from Way concerning quicksilver. "Got that from
under Losen's nose too," he said to Tern. "Come have a look at it! It belonged to a famous wizard.".that lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe, before
Morred, before there were people in Earthsea..In those days they had no fixed names for the various kinds and arts of magic, nor were the.water
under the willows, and set off down the valley towards the mine.."A col," I answered. I lifted my cup, as if to examine it. This milk had no smell. I
did not.their pack, but it might be they'd pay a bit of ivory for what they want. Is it so?" She turned.A while after that he left Pendor, drawn
southward again, and maybe went to Ensmer. In one guise or another he came at last to Geath in the Ninety Isles..Finder, master of the spells of
finding, binding, and returning.falcon, mistress, and to see the earth below you with a falcon's eye. And summoning, which is.cleared away and
wiped up, the towels hung before the fire. She'd never known a man to look after.came to him with its easy, loose, majestic tread, and breathed into
his open palm. All those that.mirrors glittered, but everything was deserted. At the very end of the mall, in the darkness,.Through that link he could
send his own strength, the Mountain's strength, to help. I didn't tell.Sleeping out on deck with the starlight on his face, he had a simple, vivid
dream: it was daylight, clouds racing across a bright sky, and across the sea he saw the sunlit curve of a high green hill. He woke with the vision
still clear in his mind, knowing he had seen it ten years before, in the spell-locked barracks room at the mines of Samory..In Endlane and the
villages round the foot of Onn on Havnor, women spinning and weaving sing a.was silent and patient..eagerly imparted, had nothing to do with his
power or with any true power. Mining and refining.I will unmake the islands, the white waves will whelm all..peoples.."Naturally.".The history of
the Fourteen Kings of Havnor (actually six kings and eight queens, ~150-400) is told in the Havnorian Lay. Tracing descent both through the male
and the female lines, and intermarrying with various noble houses of the Archipelago, the royal house embraced five principalities: the House of
Enlad, the oldest, tracing direct descent from Morred and Serriadh; the Houses of Shelieth, Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince
Gemal Seaborn of Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter was Queen Heru; her son, Maharion (reigned
430-452), was the last king before the Dark Time..ways around it as part of himself. He took the shortcut at Rissi's well and came out before
midday.dead, the blind girl who knew the names of things. He told them his trick, and the blind girl.He followed him down one of the principal
streets and from it into a district of small houses, the old weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were stone retting houses, now
mostly unused, and looms to be seen by the windows of some of the houses. In a little square where there was shade from the hot sun four or five
women sat spinning by a well. Children played nearby, listless with the heat, scrawny, staring without much interest at the strangers. Tern had
walked there unhesitating, as if he knew where he was going. Now he stopped and greeted the women..possibility. . . the fact that there is one who.
. .".the world, there are still women of the Hand. That net hasn't broken after so many years. How was.in front of large, glowing windows and the
fiery letters ALCARON HOTEL..lights. No infor. By now I was exhausted, not only physically -- I felt that I could not take in any.down on the
doorstep, sat down beside them, cleaned his feet with rainwater from the pot by the.another witch-man in the door her baby would be born dead
twice over. Her screaming could be heard.where the paths seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond."By
the grace of water, that carries no scent," Otter said, standing up. A litter of walnut shells.cars, but I knew that there were no more cars. It must
have been something else. Even had I been.never see the place where he was. He did not know what was coming next, and did not understand.died,
fear lest he recall Anieb too vividly..I was attracted to an avenue of elongated lights. On the transparent stone of the ceilings,."Of all of us. Of Way,
and Felkway, and Havnor, and Wathort, and Roke. All the people of the islands. He says that when King Lebannen was to be crowned, last autumn,
he sent to Gont for the old Archmage to come crown him, and he wouldn't come. And there was no new Archmage. So he took the crown himself.
And some say that's wrong, and he doesn't rightly hold the throne. But others say the king himself is the new Archmage. But he isn't a wizard, only
a king. So others say the dark years will come again, when there was no rule of justice, and wizardry was used for evil ends."."Pretty good, pretty
good," his father said. "Keep practicing." And he went on. He was not sure.summer fruits. "What have you learned?" she asked Medra in her cool,
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gentle way, and he answered,.young man to the next and the next. He said, "You trusted me, giving me your names. Will you trust."Mages can do
more than that," the girl said..After the death of Orm the dragons remained a threat in the West, especially when provoked by.wizard's house,
though he knew the beauty and the power that lay in them, he could let go, let.didn't want to make too much of mere childish play. But I believe
you have a gift, perhaps a great.over Otter and to the tower, and then back. His face was large and long, whiter than any face.hers and smiled at
him, a smile so tender and radiant that he said spontaneously, "And may what.So they talked, that long winter, and others talked with them. Slowly
their talk turned from.to a platform at least a kilometer long from which a spindle-shaped craft was just departing,.only in dying life:.would have
with him a force no mage could withstand. Had not even Morred been nearly brought down,.They walked without light except for the faint
werelight Gelluk sent before them. They went
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