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LECONS CRITIQUES ET HISTORIQUES SUR LES FONDEMENTS DES MATHEMATIQUES
?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture,

when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and

propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and

at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up,

whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him

and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..Now it chanced that a camel-driver,

belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and

plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her

prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate

place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband

and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But

she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal

compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done

me a kindness.'.Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou

prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee

and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made

them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at

the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a

thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir

and his vizier..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the

hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then

she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a

damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and

said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou

shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night

and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst

have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?'

asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good

deed be..Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.(When Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of

women and girls, and praised be God who hath occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave

[matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her

sister:).Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had

come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant

to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon

him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of

furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.It is said

that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night

drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case,

whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of

ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his

day of grace, he enriched him..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and

dismay..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for

sev'rance and love-longing in vain..The First Day..There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a

journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to

them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a

place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..Sitt

el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his

own house..? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the day-star did appear..? ? ? ? ? To God of
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all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.The Ninth Night of

the Month..He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts,

whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and

skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted

the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still

unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou

intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become

Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King

cccclxxiii.Solomon, David and, i. 275..One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were

the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face;

and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted

after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart.

Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited her

coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house];

but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.King and his

Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave

him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..As he and his father were thus

engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my

purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent

from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths

and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and

whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter

knew not whither he intended..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him

go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the

night and the ensuing day..Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech;

he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He

was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was

gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner

instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to

his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on

this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with

the utmost kindness..The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of

them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an

exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman

[and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of

their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and

months..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story."

And the youth said, "O king,.So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she

spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great,

Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if

a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and

sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are

not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to

death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress

dlxxxi.(continued)..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring

a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King

Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he

caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants

had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that

thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were
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loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to

judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from

my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein

leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and

transport for your sake wax on me night and day..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi

cccxcix.? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..? ?

? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank

King's Daughter dcccxxxi.Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.The

Seventh Day..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me consent..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince

Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..Four sharpers once plotted against a

money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and

laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer

brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him

confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and

another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to

him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over

doing the like of this..115. The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.After this,

news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and

behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him,

and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us

and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves

of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and

bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among

themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by

way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor

be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm

become its fires consume me quite..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by

that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes,

saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of

this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from

the former one, sang the following verses:.At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me

the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age,

that.Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King

Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the

letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he

discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking

horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when

he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring

two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in

the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the

night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with

King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would

have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship],

she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they

repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..Then the

thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth

the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it

on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made

sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and

all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook
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that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..39. Yehya ben

Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.The Eleventh Day..When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought

her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons,

and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered

him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink

of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and

bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..Lavish of House and Victual to

one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the

perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this

happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there

worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance

and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned

back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou?

We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King

Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a

vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.As for the Khalif, he

swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of

the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was

single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when

all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from

our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou

wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily

women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered

Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead,

but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who

is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and

she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was

awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif

laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".My flower a marvel on your heads

doth show, ii. 254..? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not

stay.".O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..'Twere fitter and better my loves

that I leave, i. 26..When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth

with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at

her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.'

She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto

thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114)

And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he

knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said,

'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from

limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor

vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye,

(104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is

that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not answer the

Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will appear." At

this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi,"

answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now she is gone,

even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none other than

gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou didst refuse and

eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER.

(174).Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..As for the king their father, he abode with his
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wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship

endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on

him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and

Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king

and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young

man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats

and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night

departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him

in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we

may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and

nought befell between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he

summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five

of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over

each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning

their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but

came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and

horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at

them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these

are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..115. The Malice

of Women dcccclxxix.Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then

search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and

after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a

heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out

publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness,

(103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and

she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell,

returned to my lodging..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in

honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his

cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a

chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that

his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor

was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king

bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy

coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of

this?".When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his

treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the

history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests,

who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade

them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be:

'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I

and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries,

marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto

thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he

signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait

on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our

assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a

fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.After a few days, his

brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and

what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was

grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they
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deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they

journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the

guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she

would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to

him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl

from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel

opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the

old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed.

Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I

come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent

friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel,

'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait]

till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.And for another story of the same kind,' continued

the officer,.When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of

the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his

chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the

utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a

chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers

and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons

and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had

eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair

slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other

jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and

rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..114.

The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.? ?

? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..I kissed his hand and

thanked him, and as I was walking about, [waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs with the women, who were weeping and crying out and taking

leave of one another. The eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my

mate," answered he, "[whom I have brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, whilst another doth your service." Then they brought out

to us the women, one by one, saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we answered, "It is well." Now each of them was shackled and they had

made a jar of sand fast about her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and ceased not to take the women, one after another, and cast them in, till

they gave us my mistress and I winked to my comrade. So we took her and carried her out into mid-stream, where I gave her the empty calabashes

(188) and said to her, "Wait for me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast her in, after we had loosed the jar of sand from her neck and done off

her fetters, and returned..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness,

and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the

following verses:.Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near

to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving

of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His

mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying

traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make

my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.116. Iskender

Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.And the king bade him depart to his own house..Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el

Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.73. The Miller and his Wife

ccclxxxvii.Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and

taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said,

'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death

for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but

that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve

him..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So

he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he
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seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he

betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and

drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding-

place and took the pot.Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine

enjoyment in all security.
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