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political center of the country. Erreth-Akbe's visit seems to have coincided with the final shift.But beyond the rich and the lordly were those called
the Men of Power: the wizards. Their power, though little exercised, was absolute. In their hands lay the fate of the long-kingless kingdom of the
Archipelago..Small islands and villages are generally governed by a more or less democratic council or Parley, headed, or represented in dealings
with other groups, by an elected Isleman or Islewoman, In the Reaches there is often no government other than the Isle Parley and the Town
Parleys. In the Inner Lands, a governing caste was established early, and most of the great islands and cities are ruled at least nominally by
hereditary lords and ladies, while the Archipelago entire was governed for centuries by kings. Towns and cities are, however, frequently almost
entirely self-governed by their Parley and merchant and trade guilds..Under the huddle of the grey cloak his hands found only a huddle of clothes
and dry bones and a broken staff..His Herbal came back from the woods and sat down beside him on the bench a while. In the middle of the day he
returned to the Great House, agreeing to come back with the Doorkeeper in the morning. They would ask all the other Masters to meet with them in
the Grove. "But he won't come," Deyala said, and Azver nodded..grief. And so, when it became clear that the boy had a gift of magery, his father
tried to beat it.She looked at him in the starlight, and said, "Tell me your name - not your true name - only what I can call you. When I think of
you.".and cruelty. I look at the world, at the forests and the mountain here, the sky, and it's all.going beyond certain limits they had to abandon
symmetry and regularity of form, and leam from.so. Now that's the bargain, right? And if you play fair I will.".out of the yard, heading for home.
She had had enough of medicine. "Bucky!" Rose shouted. A grubby.size and prosperity..think that he had come as near to Morred's Isle as he
would ever come, Medra stayed a while longer.By now the place that the girl had pointed out to me was deserted. After this incident I.the water
could be drunk unless you boiled it an hour, except what came from the wells, hers here.The people of Osskil, Rogma, and Borth are
lighter-skinned than others in the Archipelago, and.the young king in the Summoner's place. To us it seemed right that he should sit among us.
Only.other was his servant..The Changer stood silent, and then he said quietly, with respect, "My friend, what is it you think to do, to learn? What
is she, that you ask this for her?".A flicker of complacency showed in Otters tired, battered young face. "No," he said. "I don't.his appetite. He
thought hopefully for a while that he was sick and could miss the party. But the.Great House, all the mages, many of the students. Leading them
was Thorion the Summoner, tall in.land beneath it reaching to the south. I remembered my geography lessons when I was a boy at Roke,."What
was your errand in O Port?".again. But he could not get up to walk to the wall, and presently the pain came back very sharp in."Oh child, oh lamb,"
said Rush, taking her into her embrace; but though she hugged Rush, Dory did.one thing, you have to get them just exactly right.".He left her at the
comer of the street, a narrow, dull, somehow sly-looking street that slanted up between featureless walls to a wooden door in a higher wall. He had
put his spell on her, and she looked like a man, though she did not feel like one. She and Ivory took each other in their arms, because after all they
had been friends, companions, and he had done all this for her. "Courage!" he said, and let her go. She walked up the street and stood before the
door. She looked back then, but he was gone..gift untaught is a ship unguided," they said to Otter, and they taught him all they knew.
It.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (45 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].Back in the cell room, when Licky had unleashed him and untied his gag, he said, "There's some ore.Men and women of the Hand had joined
together on Roke a hundred or more years ago, forming a.A BOAT-SONG FROM WEST HAVNOR.She never went into the Grove without him,
and it was many days before he left her alone within it. But one hot afternoon when they came to a glade among a stand of oaks, he said, "I will
come back here, eh?" and walked off with his quick, silent step, lost almost at once in the dappled, shifting depths of the forest..was put into the
bank in my name -- I don't even know how much there is. I don't know a thing..made and put against the front wall of the house. He looked
upstream at her, crouching motionless.and from a metal-framed slot, as from a mailbox, slipped a piece of shiny paper folded in two. I.Day by day,
as they talked in the old stableyard of Iria, where they had fallen into the habit of.Irian!"."But I'm not giving you anything." She was surprised.."By
the grace of water, that carries no scent," Otter said, standing up. A litter of walnut shells fell from his lap, and he took the hearth broom and swept
them into the ashes. "I'd better go.".practice, though even then it would never lose its strangeness. Highdrake's mastery of spells and.of Old Iria,
asking her to come in by the back door and maybe make a poultice or sing a chant to."It's a rare gift, to know where you need to be, before you've
been to all the places you don't need to be. Well, send me a student now and then. Roke needs Gontish wizardry. I think we're leaving things out,
here, things worth knowing....".because they were Gontish matters, truths of Gont. They were not written even in Ard's lore-books,."It's nothing,"
he said. In fact, rather to his annoyance, the cut had stopped bleeding. The woman's gaze returned to his
face..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (19 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."And it was useful knowledge," Tern said. "How can people be anything but ignorant when knowledge isn't saved, isn't taught? If books could
be brought together in one place..."."Yes," Gelluk said, his deep voice soft and dreamy, "she must be burned alive. And then, only then, he will
spring forth, shining!."Sit down," said Hemlock. After a moment Diamond took the stiff, high-backed chair facing him..him with her snout..rock
hovered in the air, and when he flipped his fingers downward it fell to earth..Diamond had run away..Berry went and fetched his sister, after he had
heard Sunbright's tale at the tavern, and San's.The Summoner, who had been standing with his back to them, facing the fireless hearth,
turned.Thirst: and with it pain. Thirst, and the sound of water running..He tacked across the strong wind, swung round South Point, and sailed into
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the Great Bay of."Patterner," said the Doorkeeper, not at all surprised..loose, she looked up and saw on the bank above her the black figure of a
man..At that the Summoner ran up towards her, reaching out, lunging at her as if to seize and hold her..and warm in the late dusk, only the largest
stars burning through a milky overcast. She slipped."Whatever I am, whatever I can do, it's not enough," he said..Diamond had no idea what to say.
The idea of its being up to him had not occurred to him. "Do you think I ought to?" he asked at last..butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back
at her, and the two flitted and flickered a.had been waiting for me. I saw her face now, the flow of sparks in the diamond disks that hid her.Otter
walked on a mile, brooding; then circled back, leading Licky to a hillock not far from the.the Master Chanter said I did harm by being here.".She
asked no more questions. She never argued; it was one of her virtues.."No. Theater, I know what that was -- that was long ago. I know: they had
actual people.all but the greatest of them conceal their true names. In the lay Hasa's Voyage, the dragons.the letters, on either side, were not visible
because of their magnitude. Noiselessly I was carried.He came through the halls and stone corridors to the inmost place, the marble-paved
courtyard of the fountain, where the tree Elehal had planted now stood tall, its berries reddening..his head and trailed after him..Wise governed for
the child Serriadh until he took the throne. His reign was bright but brief. The.The Book of the Dark, written late in the time it tells of, is a
compilation of self-contradictory."You won't bring her into the Council Room?" the Changer said in disbelief..That had always been his word for
evil doings, spells for gain, curses, black magic: "sticky stuff.".Tuly shared it with him for a long time, since she could see her son only by lying to
her husband,.But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor, brought Medra safe.The roasting pit took up the
center of a huge domed chamber. Hurrying, sticklike figures black."To destroy you.".fell, because his left hip gave way with a pain that made him
cry out aloud. After a while he.Quite early on, impatient with wooing her massive physical indifference, he had worked up a charm, a sorcerer's
seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous even as he made it, though he knew it was effective. He cast it on her while she was,
characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The result had not been the melting eagerness it had produced in girls he had used it on in Havnor and
Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions about Roke and did not answer when he spoke.
When he very tentatively approached her, taking her hand, she struck him away with a blow to the head that left him dizzy. He saw her stand up
and stride out of the stableyard without a word, the ugly hound she favoured trotting after her. It looked back at him with a grin..He sat up, sat
still..unyielding. Diamond had no idea what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low..Archipelagan scholars are aware of it,
but most Kargs would deny it, since they have confused.to choose a sorcerer..legs. He studied the ground where some crumbs of fresh dirt lay and
the grass was bent. He stroked."Destroy us? Destroy this hill? The trees there?" She looked down to a grove of trees not far from.know. In the
distance the surrounding space kept being pierced by streaks of vehicles unknown to.maybe some rumor among the women of the Hand on Hosk
sent him there. Pendor was a rich island,.He said only, "But not among the students.".began to eat..Though not a sorcerer, Licky was a much more
formidable man than Hound. Yet like Hound he was brutal not cruel. He demanded obedience, but nothing else. Otter had seen slaves and their
masters all his life in the shipyards of Havnor, and knew he was fortunate. At least in daylight, when Licky was his master..It was true. He knew
her name: Irian. It was like a coal of fire, a burning ember in his mind. His thought could not hold it. His knowledge could not use it. His tongue
could not say it.."Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and musical over the panting gasp of the huge bellows and the steady roar of the
fire. "Come, come see how he flies in the air, making himself pure, making his subjects pure!" He drew Otter to the edge of the roasting pit. His
eyes shone in the flare and dazzle of the flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become clean," he said, his lips close to Otter's ear. "As they
slaver, the dross and stains flow out of them. Illness and impurities fester and run free from their sores. And then when they're burned clean at last
they can fly up, fly up into the Courts of the King. Come along, come along, up into his tower, where the dark night brings forth the moon!"."At
home," Otter said. It wasn't a lie. He did have a pouch at home. He kept his fine-work tools."Master Ivory said I could pass for a man. Though I
thought I should say who I was. I will be as celibate as anyone, sir.".Heleth said. "I'm not sure."."If you're a dowser, better dowse," said Licky,
coming up alongside him and looking sidelong into.there, for I haven't a penny of copper or ivory, nor seen one for a month."."Dragons have been
seen flying above the Inmost Sea. Roke has no Archmage, and the islands no true-crowned king. There is real work to do," the Summoner said, and
his voice too was like stone, cold and heavy. "When will we do it?".And beyond that, nothing. There had been illusions, little spells, pebbles that
turned to butterflies, wooden birds that flew on living wings for a minute or two. There had never been a choice, really. There was only one way for
him to go.."Is she misnamed?" the Doorkeeper asked the Namer.."Avert!" Irian blurted out, making the sign to prevent word from becoming deed.
None of the men smiled, and the Herbal belatedly made the same gesture.."Wherever you like."
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